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THIS YEAR’S THEME
‘What’s the use of theory?’ was the overarching theme and exploratory question that we chose for this year’s Nordic
TAG conference in Oslo. In order to capture the multifaceted, ever-growing and changing field of archaeology, it was
intentionally broad and open.
All archaeologists, whether based in the Nordic countries or somewhere else, and whether they are working with
sources and material from prehistoric, historic or contemporary periods, were asked to propose sessions that sought
critical debates, exchanges of ideas, and innovative and practical solutions to current and future theoretical
challenges.
We welcomed all types of sessions that dealt with current avenues in theoretical developments, particularly those
that dealt with topics related to the broader heritage field, including those that addressed issues such as inclusivity,
diversity and accessibility, and the renewed influx of quantitative and scientific methods into archaeology, the politics
and uses of archaeology.
The scientific programme and abstracts herein represent the results.
_______________
On behalf of the organising committee,
We hope you are just as pleased as we are, and that you enjoy your physical or digital stay in Oslo!
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OPENING LECTURE
ÞÓRA PÉTURSDÓTTIR
WHAT IS THE USE OF THEORY?
This simple – and yet complex – question is the overarching theme for this year‘s TAG conference. In anticipation of
several sessions and papers addressing the question, directly and indirectly, during the next two days this opening
address will provide some preliminary thoughts on the theme. Focusing attention to the matter of use, I will ask, what
it implies for a theory to be useful? And, moreover, in what way dominating understandings of usefulness and practical
worth – as for example reflected in calls for increased “working life relevance” in the Humanities and Social sciences
– also navigate our perspectives on the nature of theory, and on the relationship between theory and practice?

KEYNOTE
ALFREDO GONZÁLEZ-RUIBAL
THEORY FOR THE PEOPLE
The question of why we need theory in archaeology has been common at least since archaeology experienced its first
theoretical turn in the 1960s.
Defenses of archaeological theorizing, however, had existed before and include those of Walter Taylor and Gordon
Childe. The simple answer to the question has changed little, though, irrespective of the paradigm: the purpose of
theory is to orient our research, ask better questions and produce more accurate interpretations. That is,
archaeological theory has always been presented as something epistemologically necessary within the field -to make
better science, in sum. In this paper I would argue that we need theory also to better connect with society. Because
without theory, it is difficult to produce compelling narratives and interpretations useful to understand the past and
the present . As humanity faces increasingly greater challenges, archaeological theory is more necessary than ever to
make our discipline socially relevant. I will thus argue for a theoretical public archaeology.
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THE VENUE
Nordic TAG 2022 is taking place at the University of Oslo, in Georg Sverdrups hus, the university’s main library.
‘Blindern’ (subway) or ‘Universitet Blindern’ (tram) are the closest public transportation stops.
Address: Moltke Moes vei 39

THE ROOMS
All rooms are set up for ‘hybrid’ presentations. Student volunteers and/or someone from the organising committee
will be present in all rooms to assist the session organisers.
GROUND FLOOR (FØRSTE ETASJE)
AUDITORIUM 1 (1501)




THURSDAY: Opening lecture and keynote (19.30–21.00)
FRIDAY: Biannual meeting (13.15–13.45)
SATURDAY: Session 20 (09.00–15.30)
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AUDITORIUM 2 (1511)


FRIDAY: Session 1 (09.00–12.30) and session 6 (13.45–17.30)

FIRST FLOOR (ANDRE ETASJE)
LARGE MEETING ROOM (‘PERSONALKANTINE’ 2531)


FRIDAY: Session 22 (10.45–12.30)
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KLUBBEN (‘FAKULTETSKLUBBEN’ – 2530)


SATURDAY: Session 21 (13.30–15.30)

SECOND FLOOR (TREDJE ETASJE)
TEACHING ROOM 1 (UNDERVISNINGSROM 1 – 3511)



FRIDAY: Session 3 (09.00–12.30), session 7 (13.45–17.30)
SATURDAY: Session 12 (09.00–12.45), session 17 (13.30–17.30)
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TEACHING ROOM 2 (UNDERVISNINGSROM 2 – 3512)



FRIDAY: Session 4 and round table (09.00–17.30)
SATURDAY: Session 15 (09.00–12.30), session 19 (13.30–17.30)

TEACHING ROOM 3 (UNDERVISNINGSROM 3 – 3513)



FRIDAY: Session 9 (09.00–12.30), session 9 (13.45–17.30)
SATURDAY: Session 2 (13.30–17.30)
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WIFI
The university uses Eduroam, anyone with a username another institution affiliated with Eduroam can use their
normal login details. Others can log on to ‘uioguest’, which is valid for 12 hours each day. To use the uioguest
network, you register on a web page that opens when you launch your browser. On some devices the registration
page will open automatically when you connect it to your wireless network.
COFFEE BREAKS AND LUNCHES
Served in the foyer on the ground floor.

8

CANDIDATES FOR THE NORDIC TAG STEERING COMMITTEE
To ensure the continuation of the biannual Nordic TAG conferences, a Nordic steering committee will be
established. Members will be elected during the conference in Oslo in 2022, and consist of at least two persons
from each of the Nordic countries.
The committee’s main responsibilities will be to choose the institution that will host and arrange the next Nordic TAG
conference, and secure that knowledge and information is transferred between the different organisational
committees. Conference themes are developed in cooperation between the steering committee and the local
organisational committees.
NORWAY
IRMELIN AXELSEN
Research fellow, Museum of Cultural History, University of Oslo
To ensure the continuation between this year’s conference and Nordic TAG’s future endeavours, I will be a two-year
interim member of the steering committee. I have been actively involved in several national research groups and
societies – arranging many smaller and larger workshops, seminars and conferences. In addition to a genuine interest
in a theoretically informed archaeological practice, I wholeheartedly believe in the many benefits of cross-national
cooperation and communication in a truly friendly atmosphere. The most exciting and thought-provoking ideas are
developed in arenas where one is allowed to discuss freely, make mistakes and voice one’s concerns. Semi-formal and
medium-sized conference venues are, in my opinion, crucial to achieve such an environment. Which is my primary
motivation for reviving N-TAG, and, ensuring that it continues to thrive.
STEIN FARSTADVOLL
Postdoctoral research fellow, UiT the Arctic university of Norway
I am currently a postdoctoral researcher at UiT the Arctic university of Norway. My main field of research is
archaeology of the contemporary world and conflict archaeology. Som of the theoretical themes that are important
to my research are ecological and environmental concerns.
As a representative from Norway I want to be a candidate for the Nordic TAG steering committee. I have previous
experience of attending and presenting my research at conference such as ACHS, CHAT and TAG Britain.
As a candidate I offer experience of conducting research and fieldwork in some of the northernmost parts of the
Nordic countries. Currently my research is focused in the archaeological heritage in the Pasvik river valley along the
border between Norway and Russia.
FINLAND
TIINA ELIISA ÄIKÄS
University lecturer at Uni Oulu
I am applying for a three-year-position in the Nordic steering committee as a representative of Finland. I am working
at the University of Oulu as a university researcher. I think of NTAG as an important forum for the exchange of ideas
and as a key networking platform for the Nordic archaeologists. I have attended several NTAG meetings starting in
2007 in Aarhus and I was the conference secretary when NTAG was organized in Oulu in 2012. I was actively involved
in getting the conference to Oulu. I am currently a member of board of the Archaeological Society of Finland and the
editor-in-chief of Fennoscandia archaeologica. Nordic co-operation has been the core of my research. To further
cross-Nordic collaboration between archaeologists, I would like to be actively involved in NTAG.
VERONICA WALKER VADILLO
PI at “Ports & Harbours of Southeast Asia: human-environment entanglements in early modern maritime trade
networks”, University of Helsinki
I would very much like to be part of the Nordic TAG scientific committee and help revive the event in the upcoming
years. I was quite excited when I learnt that Nordic TAG would be taking place this year and even more so to find out
that you are actively seeking new members for the committee. I am maritime archaeologists specialized in Southeast
Asia with a proven record of accomplishment of applying new perspectives to the study of the past. I am a great
supported of the theoretical framework of the Maritime Cultural Landscape developed by Westerdahl, and have been
9

examining ways of advancing this theory into its new iteration. I put my interest into practice through my webinar
series “Down by the Water: global conversations in maritime archaeology”, where every other week we invite
speakers from all over the world to discuss current work on maritime research. I thus bring expertise on maritime
theory in archaeology to the Nordic TAG Committee.
I have considerable experience organizing events and some experience editing proceedings. I am also the co-editor
of the BAR sub-series “Cultural Studies in Maritime and Underwater Archaeology”, so I believe I could be useful for
the committee in the future, especially in regards to publications. I am interested in representing Finland, as I am
currently based at the University of Helsinki and will be until at least 2024. I would be interested in staying for three
years.
SWEDEN
IRENE SELSVOLD
Postdoctoral researcher, University of Gothenburg
As a member of the Nordic TAG steering committee, I will work towards bringing Classical archaeology further into
the theoretical discourse in the Nordic countries.
I currently hold a Swedish Research council international postdoctoral fellowship joint between the University of
Gothenburg (SE) and University of Leicester (UK). I have a PhD degree in Classical Archaeology and Ancient History
from the University of Gothenburg. My main research interests lie in urban archaeology, burial archaeology, and
archaeological theory. In my current research project, I re-examine narratives of changing burial practices in the late
Roman period.
I have a background in Classical Archaeology and Nordic Archaeology. With one foot in each subdiscipline I seek to
bridge the divides between them in my work, and I see archaeological theory as a field where Classical and Nordic
archaeology can meet, discuss, and learn from each other.
DENMARK
ANNA BECK
Curator at Museum Southeasth Denmark
I attended my first Nordic TAG meeting in 2007 where I was caught by the friendly atmosphere and the rich
discussions. Since then I have attended five more Nordic TAG meetings – and always returned home with new ideas
and inspiration.
One of the great strengths of Nordic TAG, as I see it, is the possibility to have some completely different conversations
and discussions than at home – and not only in English but also in the ‘inter-scandinavian’ language that often emerge
at these occasions. This has helped me becoming better at combining theory and practice in my own work.
As I see it, Nordic TAG plays a central role in making archaeological theory more accessible to archaeologists in the
Nordic countries. If I can be of any help to secure the future of Nordic TAG I would love to do so.
If elected, I would represent Denmark in the steering committee and would be able to attend the committee for 3
years.
HEIDE WROBEL NØRGAARD
Senior researcher at Moesgaard Museum
I am a prehistoric archaeologist squarely placed between the disciplines of archaeology and the natural sciences with
a passion for material culture studies. I consider empirical studies of uttermost importance for enabling advances in
archaeological theory.
However, in times of heightened awareness of the impermanence of material culture, we are more and more
dependent on asking the right questions.
In order to ask questions, we need intellectual input through constructive discussions, knowledge exchange with
various specialists and theoretical challenges. We get all this at Nordic TAG meetings.
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Therefore, I would like to become a member of the Nordic steering committee to ensure our biannual meetings,
support developing our theoretical discussions, and facilitate the information transfer between the organizational
committees and towards the archaeological audience.
I would like to present Denmark in the Nordic steering committee for 3 years.
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SCIENTIFIC
PROGRAMME

THURSDAY
17:00

Registration opens

17:30

Reception
All conference participants are welcome, drinks are served to those who have payed for it
19:00–19.15

19:15–20:00

20:00–21:00

Opening

Opening lecture

Keynote speaker

Håkon Glørstad

Þóra Pétursdóttir

Alfredo Gonzales-Ruibal

Museum Director at the Museum of
Cultural History

‘What’s the use of theory, anyway?’

Theory for the people’

Auditorium 1

21:30

Social event
Tables booked at Brygg (Storgata 7, 0155 Oslo)

FRIDAY
08:30

Registration opens, coffee and tea available in the foyer
Lunch

Coffee break

09:00–10:30
Auditorium 2

10:45–12:30

Coffee break

13:15

13:45–15:30

15:45–17:30

1. Affective archaeology – theory and practice

6. Quantifying the subjective? Recent developments
within sensory archaeology

Teaching room 1

3. Politics of migration

7. Ecologies of care: more-than-human approaches to
heritage landscapes

Teaching room 2

4. Down by the Water: contesting current
understandings of maritime identities

Teaching room 3

9. Scales of time: addressing temporal
practices in the past

Large meeting room

22. What’s the use of
theory
in
future
archaeology/archaeol
ogy of the future?

Biannual
Nordic
TAG
meeting

4. Round table: Seasonal
maritimity, antimaritimity and the
construction of maritime
identities

4. Down by the Water:
contesting current
understandings of
maritime identities

8. Personhood in 21st Century Archaeological Theory

18:30

Dinner
Pizza and drinks in Foredragssalen at Historisk museum (Frederiks gate 2, 0164 Oslo). The exhibitions
‘Vikingr’ and ‘Fabulous Animals’ will be open.

20:00

Drinks
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Tables booked at Himkok (Storgata 27, 0184 Oslo)

SATURDAY
08:30

Registration opens, coffee and tea available in the foyer
Lunch
Coffee break

09:00–10:30

Coffee break

10:45–12:30

13:30–15:30

15:45–17:30

Auditorium 1

20. A match made in heaven? Art, archaeology & cultural heritage

Auditorium 2

11. What’s the use of theory in development-led
archaeology?

16. Myths as theoretical models for religious identity in
ancient Greece

Teaching room 1

12. Reconsidering the Longue Durée: archaeological
landscapes in light of the material turn

17. Heritage at an arm's length

Teaching room 2

15. Archaeology and Urban Theory:
archaeological thinking offer urban theory?

19. Below the Surface: Theory in Maritime Archaeology

What

can

Teaching room 3

2. Unruly Things, Unruly Theories: On the Possibility of
Theorising From Archaeological Encounters

Klubben

21. Archaeology Today (in
colour)
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AFFECTIVE ARCHAEOLOGY – THEORY AND PRACTICE

TIMETABLE
09:00 INTRODUCTION – AFFECTIVE ARCHAEOLOGY
Andy M. Jones (Stockholm University) – Ing-Marie Back Danielsson (Uppsala University)
09:15

AFFECTED BY THE PAST IN THE VIKING AGE
Julie Lund (Oslo University)

09:35

THE AFFECTIVENESS OF SMALL FINDS – MAGIC CHARMS OF DAILY LIFE AND THE PROCESS OF BECOMING
URBAN
Annika Nordström (Uppsala University)

09:55

A SLEEP-LIKE DEATH. AN AFFECTIVE READING OF LATE IRON AGE BED INHUMATIONS IN EUROPE
Astrid Noterman (Stockholm University)

10:15

LAYERS OF PRACTICE, LAYERS OF AFFECT. ON RITUAL, EXPERIENCE, AND (P)RETENTION IN THE
SCANDINAVIAN IRON AGE
Meghan Mattsson McGinnis (Stockholm University)

10:35

BREAK

10:55

OBJECTS AS CURRICULA: RETHINKING THE CAPACITIES AND AFFECTS OF BLACKFOOT MATERIAL ARTEFACTS
Christine Clark, Ian Dawson, Danielle Heavy Head, Andrew Meirion Jones, Josie Mills, Louisa Minkin, and
Melissa Shouting (Mootookakio’ssin project team)

11:15

WHO, HOW, HOW LONG? TEACHING "ARCHAEOLOGY, THE BASICS" IN THE CONTEXT OF RAPID CHANGES
AND CONFLICTS
Omran Garazhian (Freelance archaeologist)

11:35

AFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS IN THE VIKING AGE
Ing-Marie Back Danielsson (Uppsala University)

11:55

RETHINKING MEDIEVAL GRAVE MONUMENTS – STYLE, ITERATION AND EXCLUSION IN SANDSTONE
MONUMENTS FROM THE 12TH AND 13TH CENTURIES
Anna Nyqvist Thorsson (Västsvensk arkeologi)

12:15

GENERAL DISCUSSION
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POLITICS OF MIGRATION

Room: Teaching room 1
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Martin Furholt (Kiel University) – Daniela Hofmann (University of Bergen)
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Friday

Room: Auditorium 2
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Andy M. Jones (Stockholm University) – Ing-Marie Back Danielsson (Uppsala University)

TIMETABLE
09:00 POLITICS OF MIGRATION – POTENTIALS AND PITFALLS
Daniela Hofmann (UiB) – Martin Furholt (Kiel University)
LURED BY FISH? NEOLITHIC WOMEN, MEN AND CHILDREN AT MESOLITHIC LEPENSKI VIR
Maxime N. Brami (Palaeogenetics Group, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz)

09:40

A NETWORK OF GIRLS – MIGRATING WOMEN IN THE EARLY IRON AGE
Lisbeth Skogstrand (University of Oslo)

10:00

DISCUSSION

10:30

BREAK

10:45

SOCIAL ASPECT OF MIGRATIONS OF POPULATION OF YAMNA / BUGEAC CULTURE OF NORTH-WESTERN
PONTIC REGION
Svitlana Ivanova (Institute of archaeology of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine)

11:05

THE EUROPEAN CORDED WARE AND THE POLITICS OF ADAPTATION AND RESISTANCE
Martin Furholt (Kiel University)

11:25

LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR EARLY FARMING MIGRATIONS: LITHIC PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS ON THE MOVE IN
THE NEOLITHIC – ENEOLITHIC OF THE SOUTH-WESTERN UKRAINE
Dmytro Kiosak (Marie Sklodowska-Curie fellow, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)

11:45

REMEMBERING BY MAKING: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACH TO CREATIVE KNOWLEDGE AFTER UPROOT
AND EXPULSION
Per Ditlef Fredriksen (University of Oslo)

12:05

DISCUSSION
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DOWN BY THE WATER: CONTESTING CURRENT UNDERSTANDINGS OF
MARITIME IDENTITIES

Room: Teaching room 2
Time: 09:00–15:30
Format: Standard paper session and roundtable
Organisers: Verónica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki) – Emilia Mataix Ferrandiz, (University of
Helsinki/University of Münster) – Tânia Casimiro (Nova University Lisbon)
TIMETABLE
09:00 READING THE RIVER TAGUS. LITERATURE, ARCHAEOLOGY, AND MARITIME LANDSCAPES
Inês Almendra Castro (Nova Universidade Lisbon)
09:30

THE INFLUENCE OF MARITIME ROUTES IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE ISLAMIC GHARB CITIES (8TH-13TH
CENTURIES)
Joel Santos

10:00

THE SEA AS AN IDENTITY AGENT: GLOBALIZATION, TRADE, AND MARITIME COMMUNITIES
Tânia Casimiro (Nova Universidade Lisbon)

10:30

BREAK

10:45

WHEN THE SEA IS ALL AROUND AND YET INVISIBLE…
Serena Sabatini, University of Gothenburg

11:15

GONE UNDER SEA. SHIPWRECKS, LEGAL LANDSCAPES AND MEDITERRANEAN PARADIGMS
Emilia Mataix Ferrandiz (University of Münster)
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Friday

09:20

DIVING INTO THEORY: WHY SHOULD WE COMBINE METHOD AND THEORY IN MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY?
Filipe Castro and Ricardo Borrero (Nova Universidade Lisbon)

12:15

Q&A

12:30

Lunch

13:45

OCEAN IMPERATIVES: CONCEPTUALIZING SHIPPING LOGISTICS AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE STUDY OF
MARITIME CONNECTIONS
Verónica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki)

14:15

ROUND TABLE: SEASONAL MARITIMITY, ANTI-MARITIMITY AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF MARITIME
IDENTITIES
Linda Hulin (University of Oxford), Mataix, Casimiro, Walker

15:45

AN OCEAN SEWN WITH ISLANDS - AND SHIPWRECKS: TOWARD A CRITICAL APPROACH TO UNDERWATER
CULTURAL HERITAGE
Natali Pearson (University of Sydney)

16:15

A MEETING OF REQUIREMENTS: OVERLAPPING INTERESTS IN MARINER ENGAGEMENTS WITH TERRESTRIAL
LANDSCAPES
Linda Hulin (University of Oxford)

16:45

THE BOAT AND THE PLOUGH: BIOCULTURAL HERITAGE AND THE INTERPRETATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES IN THE MEKONG RIVER
Veronica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki)

17:15

Q&A
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SCALES OF TIME: ADDRESSING TEMPORAL PRACTICES IN THE PAST

Friday

11:45

Room: Teaching room 3
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Magnus Odebäck Ljunge (Stockholm University) – Joakim Wehlin (Uppsala University)
TIMETABLE
09:00 INTRODUCTION
Magnus Odebäck Ljunge (Stockholm University)
09:15

IDENTIFYING MESOLITHIC MOMENTS AND EVENTS AS PART OF STORYTELLING AND WORLDING PRACTICES
Astrid J Nyland (Museum of Archaeology, University of Stavanger)

09:45

MOVING IN TEMPORAL LANDSCAPES
Joakim Wehlin (Uppsala University)

10:15

GENERAL Q & A AND DISCUSSION

10:30

BREAK

10:45

MOVEMENT AND MOBILITY OF ARROWS AND HUMANS
Tova Lindblad

11:15

CURATING TIME
Christina Fredengren and Caroline Owman (Stockholm University)

11:45

FAKENESS: A NEW DIMENSION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL TIME. STUDYING PRE-HISPANIC MURAL PAINTINGS IN
MADRID
Jesus Martin Alonso (Universiteit Van Amsterdam)
17

12:15

GENERAL Q & A AND DISCUSSION

ARCHAEOLOGY/ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE FUTURE?
Room: Large meeting room
Time: 10:45–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Marko Marila (University of Turku) – Liisa Kunnas-Pusa (University of Helsinki) – Panu Savolainen (Aalto
University)
TIMETABLE
10:45 INTRODUCTION
Marko Marila (University of Turku), Liisa Kunnas-Pusa (University of Helsinki) and Panu Savolainen (Aalto
University)
10:55

DO WE NEED AN ATOMIC ARCHAEOLOGY?
Joel Santos (NOVA University of Lisbon) and Tânia Casimiro (HTC-IAP – NOVA University of Lisbon)

11:15

ARCHAEOLOGIA MAGISTRA VITAE
Panu Savolainen (Aalto University)

11:35

ARCHAEOLOGY AS ARCHAEOPHILIA
Jeff Benjamin (Columbia University)

11:55

WRITING A MANIFESTO FOR THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS OF THE FUTURE: THE RISE OF ANTI-TREE NATIONALIST
ARCHAEOLOGY IN “DEPDEOLAND”
Leila Papoli-Yazdi (Linnaeus University)

12:15

DISCUSSION
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QUANTIFYING THE SUBJECTIVE? RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN
SENSORY ARCHAEOLOGY

Room: Auditorium 2
Time: 13:45–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Marta Lorenzon (University of Helsinki) – Marja Ahola (University of Helsinki)
TIMETABLE
13:45 OPENING OF THE SESSION
13:50

SHADOWS FROM THE PAST? IN SEARCH OF THE SENSORY EXPERIENCE OF MESOLITHIC STORYTELLING
Marja Ahola and Katri Lassila

14:10

THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUND IN "THE THINGS WE DO" OR UNDERSTANDING HUMAN BEHAVIOUR
Heide Wrobel Nørgaard

14:30

TOUCHING DISTANCE: FINDER-COLLECTOR RELATIONSHIPS WITH AND EXPERIENCES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
OBJECTS
Suzie Thomas and Anna Wessman

14:50

IMPACT OF (LOW) NATURAL LIGHT IN CHOICE AND PERCEPTION OF ROMAN HOUSE DECORATION
Lucia Michielin

15:10

DISCUSSION

15:30

BREAK
18

Friday

22 WHAT’S THE USE OF THEORY IN FUTURE

FORT BIJ UITHOORN: A MIXED QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RESEARCH APPROACH TO PUBLIC
SENSORY ARCHAEOLOGY
Pamela Jordan and Sara Mura

16:05

AMAZED: A SENSORY APPROACH TO NORTH EUROPEAN STONE AND TURF LABYRINTHS
Antti Lahelma

16.25

TELL ME HOW IT FEELS AND I WILL TELL YOU WHAT IS WORTH. MEASURING SENSORY EXPERIENCES IN
EARLY MODERN ARTEFACTS
Tânia Casimiro & Joel Santos

16:45

NEUROARCHITECTURE: SENSES, MUDBRICKS AND THE IRON AGE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Marta Lorenzon

17:05

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUDING WORDS

7

ECOLOGIES OF CARE: MORE-THAN-HUMAN APPROACHES TO HERITAGE
LANDSCAPES

Room: Teaching room 1
Time: 13:45–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Alexa D. Spiwak (University of Oslo) – Þóra Pétursdóttir (University of Oslo)
TIMETABLE
13:45 INTRODUCTION
13:50

NATURE AS HERITAGE: ON CARING IN THE ANTHROPOCENE
Þóra Pétursdóttir (University of Oslo)

14:10

CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE? EXPLORING SEMI-NATURAL HAY MEADOWS AND THE ROLE OF CARE IN
HERITAGE MAKING
Ingrid Kvalvik Sørensen (University of Oslo)

14:30

HERITAGE AND LANDSCAPES OF CARE: LOOKING FOR POSITIVES
David C. Harvey (Aarhus University)

14:50

A HERITAGESCAPE IN THE APPALACHIANS: WHEN A TORNADO CAME TO KINZUA
Katherine Burlingame (University of Oslo)

15:10

RADICAL CULTURE-ENVIRONMENT-CARE
Christina Fredengren (Stockholm University) and Andrew Meirion Jones (University of Southampton)

15:30

BREAK

15:45

RUDERALITY AND REFUGIA IN THE RUINS: NATURAL-CULTURAL HYBRIDITY IN POST-INDUSTRIAL
LANDSCAPES
Alexa D. Spiwak (University of Oslo)

16:05

FROM THE AWARENESS OF CARE TO THE CARE OF AWARENESS
Zoltan Somhegyi (Károli Gáspár University)

16:25

SHEEP TRICK, A SCHIZOANALYSIS: DESIRING-MACHINES AT WORK IN THE PRODUCTION OF “ORGANIC
KNITTERS” AND “EARTH-FRIENDLY YARN”
Caroline Owman (Umeå University)

16:55

THERE IS NO THERE THERE: ECOLOGIES OF ERASURE IN RURAL DENMARK
Tim Flohr Sørensen (University of Copenhagen)
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Friday

15:45

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

17:25

WRAP UP

8

PERSONHOOD IN 21ST CENTURY ARCHAEOLOGICAL THEORY

Room: Large meeting room
Time: 13:45–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Guillermo Díaz de Liaño (University of Edinburgh) – Manuel Fernández-Götz (University of Edinburgh)
TIMETABLE
13:45 INTRODUCTION
13:50

BECOMING SOMEONE? ENTANGLING AND DISENTANGLING MATERIALITY, PERSONHOOD, AND SOCIAL AGE
DURING THE EARLY NEOLITHIC. AŞIKLI HÖYÜK (TURKEY) AS A CASE STUDY
Sera Yelözer (Istanbul University)

14:10

RELATIONS AT FUNERALS: PARTIBLE AND NON-PARTIBLE PERSONHOOD IN THE LANDS OF THE LIVING AND
THE DEAD
John Chapman (independent scholar) and Bisserka Gaydarska (MMU)

14:30

FROM INDIVIDUAL TO COLLECTIVE PERSONHOOD? USING ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES TO ILLUSTRATE
RELATIONAL PERSONHOOD IN FUNNEL BEAKER COMPLEX BURIALS IN NORTHERN GERMANY 3500 – 3000
BC
Sarah Bockmeyer (University of Münster)

14:50

IN DEFENSE OF STRUCTURAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PERSONHOOD AND SOCIETY: THE STRUCTURAL
CONTEXTUAL MODEL
Guillermo Díaz de Liaño (University of Edinburgh)

15:10

CHANGING NOTIONS OF PERSONHOOD IN IRON AGE EUROPE: THE MATERIALITY OF RATIONALISATION
AND INDIVIDUALISATION
Manuel Fernández-Götz (University of Edinburgh)

15:30

BREAK

15:45

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF DEHUMANISATION: LESS-THAN-HUMAN BODIES IN THE MORE-THAN-HUMANWORLDS OF THE SCANDINAVIAN IRON AGE
Marianne Hem Eriksen (University of Leicester)

16:05

PERSONHOOD AND BURIAL AESTHETICS IN LIGHT OF DNA EVIDENCE FROM EARLY MEDIEVAL BURIALS IN
BRITAIN
Duncan Sayer (University of Central Lancashire)

16:25

HULDUFÓLK AND THE ‘INVISIBLE WORLD’: NON-HUMAN PERSONHOOD IN ICELAND
Rachel Cartwright (University of Minnesota)

16:45

HOW DISCIPLINES MEDIATE ANCIENT PERSONHOOD: DO WE GET INSIGHTS INTO PERSONS?
T.L. Thurston (University at Buffalo, State University of New York)

17:05

DISCUSSION
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Friday

17:05

20 A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN? ART, ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE
TIMETABLE
9:00
INTRODUCTION
9:10

PATH TO THE PAST - ARTISTIC PRACTICES AS MEANS TO RESEARCH AND EXPLORE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
HYPOTHESIS
Katri Lassila

9:30

SHADOWS OF PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE (FILM 15 MIN?)
Elviira Davidow

9:50

THE PLACE OF AESTHETICS IN ART/ARCHAEOLOGY
Marko Mikael Marila

10:10

FINDING NOTHING? REVALUING DISCOVERY AND DISAPPOINTMENT IN PRACTICE-BASED RESEARCH
THROUGH ART/ARCHAEOLOGY COLLABORATION
UK Frederick and Sue O’Connor

10:30

BREAK

10:45

DIGITAL HERITAGE, CONTEMPORARY ART AND EPISTEMIC JUSTICE: THE CASES OF “DIGITAL COLONIALISM”
AND “THE OTHER NEFERTITI”
Monika Stobiecka

11:05

LABYRINTHS AND (SAUNA-)KNOTS: AN EXCURSION INTO ART, PSEUDO-ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE
EXTRAORDINARY UNDERGROUND
Oula Seitsonen and Vesa-Pekka Herva

11:25

ARTISTIC PRACTICES IN MIRE LANDSCAPES - NEW INSIGHTS INTO PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE NATURE
Pauliina Latvala-Harvilahti

11:45

THIS ROOM. RIGHT HERE. RIGHT NOW.
Jeff Benjamin

12:05

DISCUSSION

12:30

LUNCH

13:30

SITE-SPECIFIC ART AS A CREATOR AND INTERPRETER OF INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE STORIES
Suvi Nurmi, Eerika Koskinen-Koivisto and Tiina Äikäs

13:50

LINES OF RUPTURE, LINES OF FLIGHT (PEGWELL BAY 2022)
Lara Band

14:10

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ART IN SON - AN OLD PORT OF TRADE BY THE OSLOFJORD
Marianne Johansson

14:30

ENLARGED 3D-MODELS OF STONE AGE FINDINGS AND A MONUMENTAL MURAL PICTURING A CORDED
WARE POT – THE STONE AGE MADE VISIBLE THROUGH ART IN THE CITY OF VANTAA IN FINLAND
Andreas Koivisto
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Saturday

Room: Auditorium 1
Time: 09:00–15:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Marja Ahola (University of Helsinki) – Tiina Äikäs (University of Oulu) – Anna-Kaisa Salmi (University of
Oulu)

PERFORMANCE PROPOSALS ON CULTURAL HERITAGE
Suvi Tuominen

15:10

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUDING WORDS

11 WHAT’S THE USE OF THEORY IN DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY?
Room: Auditorium 2
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Anna S. Beck (Museum Southeast Denmark) – Trine Borake (Museum West Zealand) – Julie de Vos
(Museum Skanderborg)
TIMETABLE
9:00
INTRODUCTION
Anna S. Beck, Trine Borake & Julie de Vos 9:15

ARCHAEOLOGIST ANONYMOUS
Sune Villumsen

9:35

THEORETICAL APPROACHES ON, FOR, WITHIN AND CONCERNING DEVELOPER-LED ARCHAEOLOGY
Kristoffer Dahle

9:55

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY
Stefanie Langaa Jensen

10:15

DISCUSSION

10:30

BREAK

10:45

WHY DO ARCHAEOLOGISTS NEED THEORY IN CONSTRUCTION SITES? AN EUROPEAN INTEGRATED
PERSPECTIVE OF THE PORTUGUESE CASE
Tania Casimiro

11:05

THE ROLE OF THEORY IN LARGE-SCALE URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY
Kristine Ødeby

11:25

WHAT MAKES DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY SO SPECIAL?
Anna S. Beck

11:45

A THEORY OF EVERYTHING? INCORPORATING PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY THEORY INTO DEVELOPMENT-LED
ARCHAEOLOGY
Mark Oldham

12:05

DISCUSSION

12 RECONSIDERING THE LONGUE DURÉE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL
LANDSCAPES IN LIGHT OF THE MATERIAL TURN
Room: Teaching room 1
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Mark Haughton (Aarhus University) – Zachary Caple (Aarhus University) – Mette Løvschal (Aarhus
University)
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Saturday

14:50

TIMETABLE
09:00 INTRODUCTION
Mette Løvschal (Aarhus University), Zac Caple (Aarhus University) and Mark Haughton (Aarhus University)
FIELD SYSTEMS - WHAT IS THEORETICAL ABOUT THEM?
Mats Widgren (Stockholm University)

09:30

THE CASE OF SUS SCROFA
Anette Sand-Eriksen (Museum of Cultural History, UiO)

09:50

THE LONG-TERM RHYTHMS OF MULTI-SPECIES ENTANGLEMENTS ON THE PREHISTORIC HEATH
Mark Haughton (Aarhus University)

10:10

DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS

10:30

BREAK

10:45

‘RE-ONTOLOGISING’ THE ICELANDIC LANDSCAPE: AN APPROACH BASED ON HISTORICAL ECOLOGY AND
HUMAN ECODYNAMICS
Pablo Barruezo-Vaquero

11:05

FERTILIZING COMPARISONS: THE TOPOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF CONCENTRATIONAL FARMING IN
WESTERN DENMARK, 500 BC-1900 AD
Zac Caple (Aarhus University)

11:25

THE COMPLEX LIFE OF KAMYANA MOHYLA PORTABLE ART SPECIMENS THROUGH THEIR OBJECT-ORIENTED
INTERACTION WITH HUMAN AND PLACE
Simon Radchenko (University of Turin) and Dmytro Kiosak (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)

11:45

DWELLING AMONG TREES. BUILDING MESOLITHIC HUTS WITH THE FOREST
David De Lorenzi Turner (Stockholm University)

12:05

DISCUSSANT
Mats Widgren (Professor emeritus, Stockholm University)

15 ARCHAEOLOGY AND URBAN THEORY: WHAT CAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
THINKING OFFER URBAN THEORY?
Room: Teaching room 2
Time: 09:00–12:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Torgrim Sneve Guttormsen (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research) – Elizabeth Robson
(Stirling University)
TIMETABLE
09:00 INTRODUCTION
Torgrim Sneve Guttormsen (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research) and Elizabeth Robson
(Stirling University)
09:15

URBAN PLACEMAKING AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN ‘DEEP CITIES’: A METHODS ASSEMBLAGE APPROACH
Elizabeth Robson (University of Stirling)

09:35

THE MATERIALITY OF THE POST-INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE OF SANT ANDREU DE PALOMAR
Ana Pastor Pérez (University of Barcelona/Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research), Margarita
Díaz-Andreu (University of Barcelona), Jesús Martín Alonso (University of Barcelona) and Paloma Zarzuela
Gutiérrez (University of Barcelona)

09:55

URBAN HERITAGE: USES OF ATMOSPHERES AND AFFECTS IN URBAN TRANSFORMATIONS
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Saturday

09:10

Kasper Albrektsen (Aarhus School of Architecture)
Q&A

10:45

SUBALTERN SETTLEMENTS: TOWARDS AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF GARBAGE-BASED CITIES
Maryam Dezhamkhooy (Universität Heidelberg)

11:05

LIGHT ARCHAEOLOGY TOOLS FOR URBAN THEORY
Speakers: Michele Nucciotti, Elisa Broccoli and Andrea Biondi (University of Florence)

11:25

ARCHAEOLOGY AS A CONCEPTUAL TOOL IN URBAN PLANNING: APPROACHES FOR UNDERSTANDING
HETEROTOPIA IN VALUING URBAN CHANGE AND FRAGMENTATION
Torgrim Sneve Guttormsen (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research)

11:45

Q AND A

12:00

DISCUSSION

16 MYTHS AS THEORETICAL MODELS FOR RELIGIOUS IDENTITY IN ANCIENT
GREECE
Room: Auditorium 2
Time: 13:30–17:45
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Signe Barfoed (University of Oslo) – Søren Handberg (University of Oslo) – Ada Nifosi (University of Kent)
TIMETABLE
13:30 INTRODUCTION
Ada Nifosi, Søren Handberg and Signe Barfoed
13:45

CHOSEN GLORY OR CHOSEN TRAUMA? CULTURAL MEMORY AND RITUAL VISITATION TO ABANDONED
DEFENSIVE SETTLEMENTS ON CRETE
Sarah Bell (Brown University)

14:10

‘HOW TO BECOME A GOD’: MENELAUS’ PREVIEWED DEIFICATION IN THE ODYSSEY
Ronald Blankenborg (Radboud University)

14:40

HERAKLES THROUGH A HYPOLEPTIC FRAME
Amy C. Smith (University of Reading)

15:05

SHAPING IDENTITIES AND CREATING MEMORIES ON THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS
Ioannis Mitsios (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens)

15:30

BREAK

15:45

STRIKING THESSALIAN IDENTITY: THE CULT OF POSEIDON PETRAIOS AND THE MYTH OF THE FIRST HORSE
Rosanagh (Rosie) Mack (University of Reading)

16:10

THE MYSTERY CULT OF DESPOINA IN LYCOSURA: THE ROLE OF SYMBOLS AS A MEDIUM OF THE COLLECTIVE
RELIGIOUS’ IDENTITY CREATION
Sotiria Dimopoulou (University of Münster)

16:35

MYTHS, GENEALOGIES, AND CULTS OF PAN IN FORMING THE ARCADIAN IDENTITY
Thomas A. Husøy (Swansea University)

17:00

MAENADS IN MINDS: USING COGNITIVE THEORIES TO EXPLORE THE ROLE OF CULTURAL MEMORY IN THE
CREATION OF MAENADIC RITUAL EXPERIENCE
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Saturday

10:15

Vivienne McGlashan (University of Bristol)
FINAL DISCUSSION/CLOSING REMARKS

Saturday

17:25

17 HERITAGE AT AN ARM'S LENGTH
Room: Teaching room 1
Time: 13:30–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Elisabeth Niklasson (University of Aberdeen) – Herdis Hølleland
TIMETABLE
13:30 INTRODUCTION
Elisabeth Niklasson (University of Aberdeen) and Herdis Hølleland
13:45

POLITICAL NEUTRALITY IN THEORY AND PRACTICE – A CASE STUDY FROM SCOTLAND
Peter Stewart (University of Aberdeen)

14:00

CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICIES AND THE CREATION HERITAGE VALUES IN NORWAY
Anna Marlene Karlsson (University of Bergen)

14:15

NOT HIP ENOUGH? THE BETRAYAL OF THE ARMS-LENGTH PRINCIPLE AND THE CLOSING OF THE MUSEUM
OF MOVEMENTS IN MALMOE, SWEDEN'
Lizette Gradén (Lund University)

14:30

DISCUSSANT

14:45

SWEDISH REMEMBRANCE OF THE HOLOCAUST: MUSEUMS, POLITICS, AND MATERIALITY
Britta Geschwind (Lund University)

15:00

CONDITIONS OF INFLUENCE IN SCANDINAVIAN HERITAGE GOVERNANCE: REFLECTIONS ON A SURVEY
Elisabeth Niklasson (University of Aberdeen) and Herdis Hølleland

15:15

ONE HAND ON THE WHEEL? HERITAGE STATISTICS AS MEANS OF GOVERNING
Hilde Sofie Frydenberg (Statistics Norway)

15:30

BREAK

15:45

LOOKING BEYOND ‘ARM'S LENGTH DISTANCE’
Birgitta Johansen (Örebro County Museum)

16:00

DISCUSSANT
Harald Fredheim

16:20

DISCUSSION

19 BELOW THE SURFACE: THEORY IN MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY
Room: Teaching room 2
Time: 13:30–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Sara Rich (Coastal Carolina University) — Peter Campbell (Cranfield University)
TIMETABLE
13:30 ARE MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGISTS THEORY ATHEISTS, AGNOSTICS, OR ADJACENT?
Matthew Harpster (Koç University)
13:50

DISRUPTING TRANSITIONS AND LANDSCAPES: SACRED COWS, HYPEROBJECTS, AND VICTOR HUGO
Peter Campbell (Cranfield University)
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THE INVENTION OF THE WRECK: TOWARD A THEORY OF FAILURE
Sara Rich (Coastal Carolina University)

14:30

IN SEARCH OF UNDERWATER CYBORGS AND A WATERPROOF MANIFESTO
Delia Ni Chiobhain Enqvist (Linnaeus University)

14:50

SHIPS, CONSTRUCTION, AND THE CREATION OF IDENTITIES
Chris Begley (Transylvania University)

15:10

GENERAL Q & A

15:30

BREAK

15:45

NEITHER ABOVE NOR BELOW: SHIPS, HERITAGE, AND THE OBJECT
Susana Arena Vallejos (Memorial University)

16:05

TALL TREES, HIGH SEAS: REUSED SHIP AS ASSEMBLAGES OF AMPHIBIOUS COLONIALISM ON THE VIRGINIA
WATERFRONT
Chelsea Cohen (University of Pennsylvania)

16:25

GENERAL Q & A AND DISCUSSION

2

UNRULY THINGS, UNRULY THEORIES: ON THE POSSIBILITY OF
FROM ARCHAEOLOGICAL ENCOUNTERS

Saturday

14:10

THEORISING

Room: Teaching room 3
Time: 13:30–17:30
Format: Standard paper session
Organisers: Anatolijs Venovcevs (UiT the Arctic University of Norway) – Stein Farstadvoll (UiT the Arctic University of
Norway) – Geneviève Godin (UiT the Arctic University of Norway)
TIMETABLE
13:30 WELCOME
13:40

IN MEDIAS RES: ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE STOWAWAYS OF HISTORY
Tim Flohr Sørensen (University of Copenhagen)

14:05

"…THE OPPRESSIVE FEELING OF INSECURITY THAT CAN ONLY BE DISPELLED BY THE RECORDING OF FACTS
AND WHAT IS TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH IT…"
Per Nilsson (The County Museum of Östergötland)

14:30

ENCOUNTERING MONSTERS IN THE MESOLITHIC, OR MONSTROUS KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION?
Astrid J. Nyland (University of Stavanger)

14:55

UNRULY GHOSTS
Julie de Vos (Museum Skanderborg)

15:30

BREAK

15:45

YES, IT REALLY IS A SERIES OF TUBES: A CONTEMPORARY ARCHAEOLOGY OF PHYSICAL INTERNET
NETWORKS
Jane Ruffino (Södertörns Högskola)

16:10

PIGEONS, UNRULY RULERS OF ABANDONED PULP MILL SILO – INTERSPECIES ENCOUNTERS AT INDUSTRIAL
SITES
Marjo Juola (University of Oulu)

16:35

TOXIC INHERITANCE: WWII CONTAMINATION IN LABRADOR AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR HERITAGE
Julia Brenan (Memorial University)
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17:00

21 ARCHAEOLOGY TODAY (IN COLOUR)
Room: Klubben
Time: 13:30–15:30
Format: Workshop
Organisers: Cornelius Holtorf (Linnaeus University) – Emily Hanscam (Linnaeus University)
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Saturday

MULTIPLE DISASTERS HITTING FROM ALL ANGLES: THE GODET ENSLAVED AFRIKAN BURIAL GROUND ON
THE CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF SINT EUSTATIUS
marjolijn kok (Bureau Archeologie en Toekomst)

ABSTRACTS

1

AFFECTIVE ARCHAEOLOGY – THEORY AND PRACTICE
Organisers: Andy M. Jones (Stockholm University) – Ing-Marie Back Danielsson (Uppsala University)
Format: Standard paper session
This session poses the simple question: what is the use of archaeology? We answer this question by arguing
that if archaeology is to be useful, it must also be affective.
Affect is an object of study in several academic disciplines. They have produced concepts such as vitality
affects, sticky affects and affective dumping, in order to broaden and deepen our understanding of the
intricacies of how humans, animals, things, and other entities intra-act, and how these bring about certain
phenomena. Affect has also been described as an animate form of pedagogy, and as connected to knowledge
production, through the movement of affect. The study of affect is multitudinous. However, archaeological
responses to the topic have tended to narrowly conceive affect in terms of the emotions or senses. We argue
that the study of affect has much more to offer archaeology, in terms of both theory and practice.
A few recent works have explored affect and its application within studies of the past, including discussions
of its relation to encounters with archaeological art. We want to go beyond such studies, and delve deeper
into questions of how other things are affective. Theories of affect are an essential component of the
relational ontologies of new materialisms; affect has been discussed as a component of relational
assemblages. Theories of affect emphasise, for instance, the entangled processes of a variety of becomings,
which reproduce intense affects. Encounters with bodies, both human and non-human, produce a variety of
affects.
The session thus aims to explore the potentials of discussing affect in the study of the past in order to expand
the dimensions and capabilities of affect theory and the capabilities of archaeology as a disciplinary practice.
We also welcome contributions that discuss the potency of affect in pedagogical practice, in higher education
or at museums.

1

AFFECTED BY THE PAST IN THE VIKING AGE
Author(s): Julie Lund (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
This paper aims to explore how the affectivity of material culture may cross time through two examples of
reuse of the past in the Viking Age: the use of kerbstones on a group of Viking Age burial mounds, and of
antiques in Viking Age hoards of precious metal objects. Kerbstones on roman Period mounds were being
reused as well as referenced in the Viking Age. The affective affordances of the kerbs will be explored
including their temporal dimensions. Further, the acquisition, collection, maintaining of specific objects
through centuries and the effects and affects of hoarding them in the Viking Age will be examined.
Traditionally, the use of the past in the past has been treated as merely a power strategy. In this paper, these
traditional notions of power will be challenged by exploring affectivity in relation to material culture. By
examining how these objects work and how they affect humans and social settings the ambition is also to
move beyond the agency debate and to gain insight into the entanglements of affects.

2

THE AFFECTIVENESS OF SMALL FINDS – MAGIC SHARMS OF DAILY LIFE AND THE PROCESS OF
BECOMING URBAN
Author(s): Annika Nordström (Uppsala University)
Format: Hybrid
What does a lead cross engraved with runic inscriptions of the kabbalistic acronym Agla gala laga gala laga
– Deus meus – agla gala laga agla (roughly: Thou, O Lord, art mighty forever), found in a secondary filling
(dated to the early 14th century) underneath a medieval town’s council square, tell us about medieval life in
a small town by the Baltic Sea in Sweden? Most people would argue that the context in which an artefact is
found is of crucial value for how to interpret both the item and the context itself, but in this case the context
is of minor interest since there is no way of knowing who the owner of the cross was, or how the cross ended
29

up in a filling underneath the square. What we do know is that kabbalistic acronyms and runic inscriptions
often served as magic charms during the period. In this paper I will explore social, cultural and religious
aspects of emotion through small finds, and how these items can be used to shed light on the variability of
daily life in a medieval small town and what role they may have played in the ongoing process of becoming
urban.

3

A SLEEP-LIKE DEATH, AN AFFECTIVE READING OF LATE IRON AGE BED INHUMATIONS IN
EUROPE
Author(s): Astrid Noterman (Stockholm University)
Format: Hybrid
Burial practices represent a key source for understanding Late Iron Age populations, opening valuable
windows on ancient ways of life, customs and beliefs. Some of the most spectacular findings of the period
are funerary beds known from around fifty graves from southern Germany to southern Scandinavia and
England, and dated from the 6th to the early 10th centuries CE. Mainly identified through the discovery of
rare well-preserved cases or the recognition of elements used in their building, wooden beds in early
medieval graves have surprisingly been little studied.
In this presentation, I will explore the system of relations that the presence of this impressive furniture within
graves creates. In particular, I will question the assumption that would like to interpret beds as an emotional
respond of the living community to death. The aim will be to go beyond the simple archaeological remains
in order to initiate a discussion on the real significance of this object within Late Iron Age mortuary practices
and beliefs. It is quite common in archaeology to address affect in terms of emotions and senses. Gestures
associated with death rituals have commonly been approached as emotional expressions of the living
towards the dead, but and also towards themselves. In this paper, I will follow Andrew Jones’ (2020)
comments on affects and argue “while [they] can be emotive they need not always be so”.

4

LAYERS OF PRACTICE, LAYERS OF AFFECT. ON RITUAL, EXPERIENCE AND (P)RETENTION IN
THE SCANDINACIAN IRON AGE
Author(s): Meghan Mattsson McGinnis (Stockholm University)
Format: Hybrid
In archaeology repeated, structured depositions are typically considered evidence for ritual, and places
where these deposits occur identified as ‘cultic’ or ‘sacred’ sites. Sites which are in turn often discussed in
connection with issues like place-making, tradition, legitimacy, religious change, et cetera. And it is not my
aim here to contest such interpretations per se, but rather to highlight another level to the dynamics of the
ways in and reasons for which such sites were used and came to be which has not received sufficient
attention. Namely, how concentrations of recurrent ritualized acts and their concomitant accumulation of
physical traces also entails an intensification of affective power. Thus, making every subsequent participant
an active part in an ongoing, emergent pattern of practice formed out of interactions between the place,
their own movements and emotions, and those of prior worshippers. Using the phenomenon of the
deposition of iron amulet rings at rock faces and large stones in late Iron Age Sweden as an example, in this
paper I will explore how considering such layers of affect, and the processes of their creation, can provide
new insights into the lived experience of people in Nordic prehistory…and how their rituals were not only
concerned with making a link to their past, but also reaching out towards the future.

5

OBJECTS AS CURRICULA: RETHINKING THE CAPACITIES AND AFFECTS OF BLACKFOOT
MATERIAL ARTEFACTS
Author(s): Christine Clark, Ian Dawson, Danielle Heavy Head, Andrew Meirion Jones, Josie Mills, Louisa
Minkin, and Melissa Shouting (Mootookakio’ssin project team)
Format: Hybrid
The late Frank Weasel Head, a Blackfoot Elder, observed of Blackfoot artefacts held in museum collections
worldwide that these were not merely objects, but curricula. This paper will discuss the
30

Mootookakio’ssin/Distant Awareness project, which together with members of the Blackfoot Confederacy,
has been involved in the digital capture of Blackfoot artefacts in UK museum collections. This paper asks what
capacities were supported and permitted by the process of digital imaging, and what is the affect of
considering material artefacts as curricula?
Over the last twenty years or more, material culture studies have become an intellectual battleground, with
competing accounts of the proper way to study material artefacts debated; from symmetrical archaeology
and object oriented ontology, to new materialism. All of these accounts have been influenced by
metaphysics, while some of them have also been influenced by, often unacknowledged, Indigenous
accounts. Rather than merely giving Indigenous accounts lip service, this paper asks what happens if we take
Indigenous philosophies seriously? How does this affect our practices and interpretations? How do we now
describe Blackfoot artefacts, and what capacities do they have to affect us?

6

WHO, HOW, HOW LONG? TEACHING "ARCHAEOLOGY, THE BASICS" IN THE CONTEXT OF RAPID
CHANGES AND CONFLICTS
Author(s): Omran Garazhian (Freelance archaeologist)
Format: Hybrid
I started to teach ''Archaeology, the Basics'' to undergraduate students from 2005 to 2019 in multiple
universities in Iran. To teach these modules, my primary considerations were 1) to present understandable
and intelligible components. 2) to remain updated 3) to affect the students.
During the years of teaching, I practiced various methods such as lecturing in an attractive way (2005) and
creating dialogues with students(2006- 2008) as well as performing and using the modern and original
archaeological objects (2009- 2019).
All of the practices and experiences were designed to consist and scrutinize case studies for the students
from different cities and villages of Iran where nationalism has a strong root and Islamism dominates through
propaganda. Due to these parameters, challenges in everyday life, high rate of changes, and conflicts
between nation and state are visible in the cities where the students are originated from.
The above-mentioned basic modules presented in the first semester, including “Archaeology the Basics,” are
supposed to encourage the students to continue studying archaeology. if not, they may use other options to
cancel their submission as archaeology students, which rarely happens.
In this paper, based on the information I have collected from my former- archaeology student informants, I
would like to open a novel debate on three sets of questions: What were the effects of the modules? Who
was affected the most, and for how long?

7

AFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS IN THE VIKING AGE
Author(s): Ing-Marie Back Danielsson (Uppsala University)
Format: Hybrid
This paper presents how affect, as a compulsory component of power relations, has been discussed by
researchers from different academic disciplines, foremost political philosopher Chantal Mouffe. Changes of
power relations are the result of negotiations, or rather agonistic political processes, argues Mouffe. In these
processes, power struggles are analysed through the recognition of a hegemony and a counter-hegemony,
or relational other. In the agonistic negotiations the hegemony’s relational other will, according to Mouffe,
counter the dominant hegemony by making the conflicts visible and confronting the oppositions. Such
confrontations require arenas of some sort, where material culture and its affective dimensions have a
pivotal role to play. Adapting Mouffe’s thoughts and concepts to the transitional period of c. the eleventh
century in Sweden, when both Christian and non-Christian beliefs were at hand, runestones form the basis
for the discussion. Specifically, what has been interpreted as non-Christian runestones are considered to be
expressions of the relational other, and they are analysed in regard to their visibility, material(ity),
inscriptions, imagery, position in the landscape, etc., or in short in regard to their affective styles and affective
affordances.
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8

RETHINKING MEDIEVAL GRAVE MONUMENTS – STYLE, ITERATION AND EXCLUSION IN
SANDSTONE MONUMENTS FROM THE 12TH AND 13TH CENTURIES
Author(s): Anna Nyqvist Thorsson (Västsvensk arkeologi)
Format: Hybrid
Grave monuments made of sandstone showing rich imagery were made to a remarkable extent in the area
around Lake Vänern during the 12th and 13th centuries. The rich sculptural and pictorial representations on
the monuments have mainly been discussed as representations of Christian myths or expressions of style
and influences within the field of art history.
With a starting point in theoretical frameworks such as social practice theory and aspects of performance
theory, this study uses archaeological research pointing out that aspects such as aesthetics, style, visuality,
colours and figures are elements with ability to influence and affect its social surroundings. By considering
sculpture, images and inscriptions as active and deliberate choices of style and as social phenomena, the
study shows how stylistic elements have been chosen and produced on some monuments, and deliberately
excluded on others. By using concepts as iteration and exclusion, practices that either emphasise or exclude
the past have been identified. As such, the stylistic features of the monument produced affects that tied
some actors with specific sociopolitical positions in the past while the deliberate exclusions of the same
stylistic elements and use of others became a way for other collective actors to create social distance and
strengthen the group´s internal relations.
Thus, the shaping of the grave monuments worked to strengthen social communities and brought the voices
of the various groups into the public discourse. Images, sculpture and inscriptions became operative
elements in different social strategies and as such active in social and historical processes.
To conclude, this paper shows how the use of new theoretical approaches within the field of archaeology
can provide unexpected and new knowledge of an old and well-known material. Stone sculptures and images
were not only representations of iconographic stories, but also entangled in and affected social relations and
becomings.

2

UNRULY THINGS, UNRULY THEORIES: ON THE POSSIBILITY OF
FROM ARCHAEOLOGICAL ENCOUNTERS

THEORISING

Organisers: Anatolijs Venovcevs (UiT the Arctic University of Norway) – Stein Farstadvoll (UiT the Arctic
University of Norway) – Geneviève Godin (UiT the Arctic University of Norway)
Format: Standard paper session
The aim of this session is to theorise archaeological practices and approaches to heritage that are inclusive
of the unexpected, unruly, unmanageable, or otherwise disruptive. Of interest are materiality and landscapes
that manifest themselves in ways that are difficult to account for under classical ontologies, contentious in
their interpretation, or a challenge to manage using traditional heritage methods.
Examples of material disordering may include plural sites that present multiple conflicting narratives, contain
mixed assemblages, or house a fragmented and decontextualized record. Unruliness can also occur in
relation to the natural, in the aftermath of abandoned industrial sites, overgrown decaying structures, or
toxic post-extractive landscapes.
While extremely broad in scope, the concept of the ‘unruly’ is an attempt at capturing and theorising what
happens when archaeological encounters do not unfold in a clear, straightforward, expected manner. This
concept also questions theories that approach the world with expectations of coherence and finitude, and
wonders what they might obscure in doing so. Is it rather possible to think of theory as operating within and
among unruly matters? How may we allow such matters to reticulate with theory and thus expose
themselves as matters of theoretical concern? In other words, may we think more productively of the unruly
as a genuine site of encounter where theories may be modified, developed, and challenged?
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For this session, we seek contributions exploring theoretical approaches and innovative perspectives that
aim to achieve more complex and inclusive understandings of the messiness that risks being excluded from
heritage narratives. We welcome presenters from all backgrounds and areas of expertise who seek to engage
in theoretical discussions around the idea of material disordering, and are interested in sharing insights on
how to approach and grapple with unruliness.

1

IN MEDIAS RES: ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE STOWAWAYS OF HISTORY
Author(s): Tim Flohr Sørensen (University of Copenhagen)
Format: Hybrid
Between June 2019 and June 2020, I carried out a collecting and exhibition experiment titled Insignificants,
exploring the epistemological and aesthetic potential of trifles and things lying around in the everyday
periphery of our attention. Insignificants were built around the idea that speculation necessarily must be
imaginative and can depart from anything. Anything, or, more specifically, the utterly self-effacing; what
Georges Perec refers to as the ‘infra-ordinary’: “what happens every day and recurs everyday: the banal,
the quotidian, the obvious, the common, the ordinary, the infra-ordinary, the background noise, the
habitual” (Perec 1997: 206). I am inspired by Perec to pursue ‘the rest’: “that which is generally not taken
note of, that which is not noticed, that which has no importance: what happens when nothing happens”
(Perec 2010: 3). During the spring of 2020, the initiative was marked by the COVID-19, which restricted
conditions for fieldwork and public outreach, adding to the withdrawn nature of the insignificant. As it turned
out, I had to attend to a local and very superficial topography. This accentuated the incidentalness of my
observations, reinforcing my speculative and fabulatory approach to the insignificant and the random. In this
paper, I will focus on the moment of encountering the incidental and coincidental, inviting speculation and
caprice, grounding myself in a feminist epistemology centred on the ethics of undecidability and the
aesthetics of the neglected.

2

"…THE OPPRESSIVE FEELING OF INSECURITY THAT CAN ONLY BE DISPELLED BY THE
RECORDING OF FACTS AND WHAT IS TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH IT…"
Author(s): Per Nilsson (The County Museum of Östergötland)
Format: Hybrid
The heading is a quote (my translation) taken from the introduction of a remarkable piece of art by the late
Swedish artist Sten Eklund, originally displayed as an exhibition with paintings, models, maps, samples and
illustrations. It revolves around the experiences of a young scientist who stumbles upon the remains of a
deserted and secret civilization. He struggles in his attempts to understand and document the remains of
recently abandoned houses with odd functions and fields where useless plants are grown. Being a scientist,
he tries to document the buildings and artefacts with scientific methods, but he can't get rid of a feeling that
there is a sense of unruliness connected to this place that his methods cannot grasp. This makes him feel
uncomfortable, even scared. As an archaeologist, the encounter with material remains from the past can at
times leave you with a similar sense of uneasiness. The unruly qualities of the archaeological source material
can be observed, but they are challenging to register using archaeological methods. This unruliness has been
addressed within the field of artistic research for a number of years, especially in collaborations between
artists, archaeologists and museums. In my paper, I will take the abovementioned piece of art as a starting
point for a discussion of how archaeology can use experiences from excavations and collaborations with
artistic researchers to address the subject of unruliness.

3

ENCOUNTERING MONSTERS IN THE MESOLITHIC, OR MONSTROUS KNOWLEDGE
PRODUCTION?
Author(s): Astrid J. Nyland (University of Stavanger)
Format: Hybrid
Were there monsters in the Mesolithic? In this talk, I apply Monster as method to highlight the marginalized,
unruly, or unmanageable in a Mesolithic encounter with a tsunami. In western Norway, Mesolithic
settlements are predominantly shore bound. Around 6200 BC, the coastal communities encountered a large
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tsunami triggered by a massive submarine slide outside the coast of Møre, the so-called Storegga tsunami.
In archaeology, the Storegga tsunami has been described as a disaster and destroyer, that is - a monstrous
event. First, this view requires us to define what constituted a disaster in a Mesolithic society, did the coastal
communities perceived the tsunami as monster at all? Second, if we approach this event or even
archaeology, as we do monsters, it might help recognize aspects of Mesolithic societies that till now have
been less explored. It might help us identify or recognize horror, grief, or indeed other scientifically ‘unruly ’
emotions, as well as highlighting social mechanisms, or capacities that made continuation after crisis
possible. We know people lived with natural hazards, but it instead of trying finding strategies to control the
world, to explain or story its forces might have been an alternative. Ethnography demonstrates how for
example tribal communities of the North Pacific explained sudden storms or waves through myths of
supernatural creatures dancing of fighting. Storytelling is thus a practice that historically has been used to
explain the unexplainable. Stories can then insert confidence, security, even hope to a shaken population.
Are storytelling or indeed worlding a social strategy available to identify archaeologically? More specifically,
is it available in studies of the Middle to Late Mesolithic transition (around 6000 BC) where sites are often
heavily disturbed, messy, or simply missing due to the unruly sea? A recently started research project (LAST)
has taken on the challenge.

4

UNRULY GHOSTS
Author(s): Julie de Vos (Museum Skanderborg)
Format: Hybrid
The figure of the ghost is often being qualified as a being in between: there but not quite there, sensed but
not seen, material but lacking “thinglyness”, all characteristics that make this figure unmanageable to
traditional archaeological recording methods. The ghost challenges the discipline of archaeology, but it is
only as unruly as it is productive. Theory is a way to engage with the ghost and make sense of the ghostly,
though the ways are unforeseen and uneasy to account for. The ghost is productive, a productivity that goes
in both directions: while archaeology can be useful to the ghost to redeem past trauma, the ghost can be
productive to archaeology pushing the archaeological encounter in a more reflexive and inclusive direction.
Is the ghost material or is it theory?, one could ask; the limits are blurry between the concrete and the
immaterial, the revenant and the metaphor, between theory and practice. Doing archaeology in post-civil
war contexts, the ghosts are plenty. Hidden leftovers of the past, silenced matters and absent traces
characterise the material surroundings, calling for indirect and holistic approaches. This paper discusses the
role of the ghost in archaeological practice and theory, how it manifests itself in unexpected ways and how
archaeology and the ghost are useful to each other in the production of archaeological knowledge.

4

YES, IT REALLY IS A SERIES OF TUBES: A CONTEMPORARY ARCHAEOLOGY OF PHYSICAL
INTERNET NETWORKS
Author(s): Jane Ruffino (Södertörns Högskola)
Format: Hybrid
In a 2006 debate on net neutrality, US Senator Ted Stevens, a Republican from the state of Alaska, gained
infamy with his description of the Internet. “It's not a big truck” he said. “It's a series of tubes.” Sadly, Stevens
was opposed to net neutrality. But he was half right about what the Internet is; it really is a series of tubes.
Almost all of the world’s internet traffic travels through the undersea cable network, fewer than 500 cables.
These are bundles of hair-thin glass fibers encased in polyethylene tubes, and then armored with steel, laying
on the sea floor. But there are also trucks. And boats. Along with mega data centers, tiny steel sheds, diesel
generators, transmitter poles disguised as trees, sheds disguised as houses, actual houses acting as sheds,
huge factories, small companies, bureaucratic structures, lawyers, venture capitalists, permits, divers, a lot
of computers, and a lot fewer satellites than most people assume. My research began with the question, “If
data is a form of material culture, how do we do an archaeology of something so abundant, and yet
functionally invisible?” First, I needed to figure out what the Internet was. I started by looking at what could
be observed in the physical architectures and structures of the network, but it quickly turned unruly. In this
talk, I’ll show how embracing unruliness has helped me move away from an attempt to isolate a definition
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of the Internet, and toward an opportunity to understand all the different things the Internet is, was, and will
be.

5

PIGEONS, UNRULY RULERS OF ABANDONED PULP MILL SILO – INTERSPECIES ENCOUNTERS AT
INDUSTRIAL SITES
Author(s): Marjo Juola (University of Oulu)
Format: Hybrid
This paper presents how a colony of pigeons have ruled a former silo of the Toppila pulp mill (1931–1985),
designed by the Finnish architect Alvar Aalto. The silo is located in Toppila district in Oulu, Finland, and it sits
on a wasteland plot in the middle of a densely built residential area. It is the tallest building in the area, and
today this cultural historically significant structure has remained humanly abandoned kingdom of pigeons.
These pigeons have been the unruly rulers of the silo, on and off, for decades. They are seen more like
nuisance and destroyers of the building. Nevertheless, in this paper I will scrutinize them as part of the silo´s
history. They are as much of the silo´s history as graffities that have appeared to adorn its interiors and
exteriors, and rock festivals, both of which are marks of us humans. These pigeons have marked their
territory by leaving things behind; huge amounts of bird droppings, loose feathers, unhatched eggs, and bird
remains. The encounters of pigeons and humans help us to re-theorize the life cycle and ruination of the
building. Using photographs and sound recordings I will show how these pigeons can bring new perspective
to the archaeological discourse of this cultural heritage site.

6

TOXIC INHERITANCE: WWII CONTAMINATION IN LABRADOR AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR
HERITAGE
Author(s): Julia Brenan (Memorial University)
Format: Hybrid
Hazardous contamination from human activity has critically burdened Canada’s North and its inhabitants,
particularly Inuit and First Nation peoples. The Federal Government of Canada recognizes about 22,000
contaminated or suspected-to-be contaminated sites within Canada; 324 of them are in Labrador. Military
installations began being built in Labrador for WWII and continued to be erected and used into the present.
Most of these sites are contaminated with hydrocarbons and heavy metals which impact human health and
the environment. This project addresses the legacy of toxic contamination from military installations in
Labrador using toxins and critically evaluating their impact both on and being studied as heritage.
Contamination is an unruly material that is relationally defined by use, concentration, and place. Once
entered into the environment, it moves through an ecosystem defying efforts to order and define its
boundaries. I am using dendrochemistry to track the introduction and movement of contamination in time
and space through the analysis of tree rings. The testing of this novel dendrochemistry technique and a
comprehensive map of all contaminated sites in Labrador showing the impact of contamination on heritage
sites will be the research outputs.

7

MULTIPLE DISASTERS HITTING FROM ALL ANGLES: THE DODET ENSLAVED AFRIKAN BURIAL
GROUND ON THE CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF SINT EUSTATIUS
Author(s): marjolijn kok (Bureau Archeologie en Toekomst)
Format: Hybrid
In this paper I want to explore how natural, cultural and social disasters can come together and further
unnecessary trauma and how to limit the damage. Sint Eustatius is a small Caribbean island of 21 km2 which
is part of the Netherlands. Due to storms parts of the coast are in danger of erosion; this has led to the
exposure of ancestral bones of enslaved Afrikans at the Godet site. The local archaeological company SECAR
undertook a small rescue excavation. The site was later hit by hurricane Irma and Maria and again a rescue
excavation took place, now with the University of Texas. The ancestral bones belong to a burial ground of
Afrikan enslaved people who were either living on plantations or came from the nearby prison. Slavery can
be viewed as a cultural disaster where people were dehumanized even after death as many burial grounds
have no formal status or demarcation. Their cultural heritage was deliberately destroyed by multiple
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prohibitions as for example the prohibition against speaking their own language. The rescue excavations are
never done in ideal circumstances but they can be used for restorative purposes. However the lack of
engagement with the local community added a social disaster where people feel their ancestors are
disrespected. Here I want to propose how we can set up conceptual frameworks that turn archaeology into
a practice which is more concerned with social justice. Drawing from postcolonial studies and collaborative
archaeology we can put the damages done by capitalism in a perspective where we envision new futures.
Instead of repeating old colonial patterns deeply ingrained in archaeology we can play a role in building new
more robust heritage landscapes. When we are prepared we can deal with unruly heritage landscapes even
in times of natural disaster and avoid new social disasters.

3

POLITICS OF MIGRATION
Organisers: Martin Furholt (Kiel University) – Daniela Hofmann (University of Bergen)
Format: Standard paper session
Love it or loathe it, migration is back on the archaeological agenda. To name but a few examples, Neolithic
specialists appear to have rediscovered their long-lost love of “massive migrations”, Bronze Age specialists
devote a lot of interest to identifying foreign women, and in the Viking Age we are finding, to great
amazement, that not everyone was blond and some people may have come to Scandinavia from elsewhere.
Of course, it is all far more complicated than that, but many migration scenarios currently on offer either lack
any explicit categorisation of political backgrounds and implications – i.e. who moves, who decides, what
incentives there are, how migrants and already resident populations interact etc. – or they simply re-assert
the 19th-century fantasy of patriarchal, top-down leadership and organised colonisation. In addition, we are
in a situation in which much of the debate about migration takes place in a context of fast-paced scientific
research, filtered through the popular press.
In this session, we are primarily interested in the power relationships that govern migration, as well as
migration research in the archaeology of all periods. This can be from one of three main angles:





1

Migration politics in the past. How are power relationships, structures of decision making and
social structures bound up with migrations? How do household and kinship politics or gender roles
inform migration events? Is migration linked to social status of individuals or groups? What about
the interaction between newcomers and locals?
Migration politics in the present. How are our institutional, funding and publication structures
contributing to driving particular narratives? Whose voices are (not) heard?
Politics and the public. How are our narratives perceived and used in wider public debates? Is this
something we should keep track of, or can we not really influence this?

POLITICS OF MIGRATION – POTENTIALS AND PITFALLS
Author(s): Daniela Hofmann (UiB) – Martin Furholt (Kiel University)
Format: Hybrid
Archaeology is an inherently political pursuit, and this is certainly also the case for the archaeology of
migration. Dragged back to the forefront of everyone’s attention, largely thanks to the application of
bioarchaeological techniques, the field has since been characterised by spectacular headlines, acerbic
debates and a lot of ruffled feathers. In this brief introduction to the session, we will put the session’s papers
into context by running through relevant concepts and establishing some key themes around which debate
has crystallised, for instance:
 How contemporary views of migration more or less explicitly colour reconstruction of past ones
 How migration is bound up with identity politics
 How different kinds of research are funded and published
 How should we communicate our research to different audiences
These will be illustrated with case studies.
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2

LURED BY FISH? NEOLITHIC WOMEN, MEN AND CHILDREN AT MESOLITHIC LEPENSKI VIR
Author(s): Maxime N. Brami (Palaeogenetics Group, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz)
Format: Digital
Lepenski Vir in today’s Serbia provides an ideal case study for examining interactions between newcomers
and locals at the outset of agriculture, the site currently being interpreted as a fishing village that welcomed
a few non-native women. Incidentally, latest ancient DNA results suggest that women are unlikely to have
arrived alone at Lepenski Vir, men and children from the site also tracing their ancestry back to farming
communities from the Aegean Basin. If whole families moved to the site, as opposed to individual women,
what does that tell us about migration politics in the past? How to conceptualize newcomers’ interactions
with locals, when near equal ratios of males and females from both populations engaged in mating?

3

A NETWORK OF GIRLS – MIGRATING WOMEN IN THE EARLY IRON AGE
Author(s): Lisbeth Skogstrand (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
Ever since Claude Levi-Strauss introduced women as the “supreme gift”, marriage has been considered as an
important means to establish and maintain alliances in prehistoric societies. Several studies have suggested
that the occurrence of non-local personal items in female burials may indicate women who migrated over
long distances in connection with marriages and that these were arranged to create and sustain networks of
alliances between families. The extent or character of such migrations, or their implications for individuals
and societies, have been explored to a lesser degree. In this paper, I will discuss how marriage might be
applied as a diplomatic strategy in prehistoric societies and how long-distance individual migrations might
be identified in burials. Based on network analysis of burials in Southern Norway, I will explore the scale and
routes of women’s individual long-distance migrations in Scandinavia in the Roman Period (1-400 AD) and
discuss how these might reflect changing power relations, social hierarchies, and kinship structures.

4

SOCIAL ASPECT OF MIGRATIONS OF POPULATION OF YAMNA / BUGEAC CULTURE OF NORTHWESTERN PONTIC REGION
Author(s): Svitlana Ivanova (Institute of archaeology of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine)
Format: Hybrid
Migrations in the shape of slow and phased settlement along the trade routes were the defining factor in the
cultural and historical development of the North-Western Pontic area in the Chalcolithic and Bronze age.
These had different vectors and direction, different character and chronology. However, the establishment
of trade-exchange operations was crucial for the development of historical distinctiveness of the region,
being a stimulus of cultural genesis and social progress.
The application of natural sciences data in the archaeological context permits to interpret the movement of
Yamna tribes to the west (in Central and South-Eastern Europe) not as an aggressive migration, leading to
death of old cultures and appearance of the new cultures, but rather as a trade colonization with slow
integration into the cultural and historical landscape of the new territories.
Colonization of Balkan-Carpathian Basin should be understood through the lens of social organisation of the
Yamna (Bugeac) culture population. It is well-established that the metal items were used mostly in prestige
sphere in Chalcolithic and Bronze age. The subsistence tasks (as well as a military effort) were executed by
chipped and polished stone tools. That’s why the movement to the metal ores’ outcrops was inspired not by
economical necessity but rather by needs of social development of the society.

5

THE EUROPEAN CORDED WARE AND THE POLITICS OF ADAPTATION AND RESISTANCE
Author(s): Martin Furholt (Kiel University)
Format: Hybrid
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In the last years, archaeologists have published work that allows us to look at the politics of migration, and
identity formation in the 3rd millennium BCE from the perspective of individual practices and choices in
different regions. Rather than a sudden and complete replacement of local traditions by the new,
transregional objects, practices and values represented by Corded Ware, what we often can see is a complex
picture of piecemeal, selective adaptation of some novel elements, in combination with a rejection of others,
and a re-affirmation of local traditions and objects. This will be contextualised with earlier periods, such as
the 4th millennium BCE, arguing for a wider relevance of political negotiations between layers of local and
regional practices and identities and transregional trends and transformative changes. Some cases can even
be discussed as constituting conscious rejections of, or resistance to new ideological and social innovations,
such as the re-definitions of burial rituals and the de-contextualisation of prestige objects. I want to discuss
the implications of these patterns for our overall understanding of 3rd millennium BCE migration processes.

6

LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR EARLY FARMING MIGRATIONS: LITHIC PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS ON
THE MOVE IN THE NEOLITHIC – ENEOLITHIC OF THE SOUTH-WESTERN UKRAINE
Author(s): Dmytro Kiosak (Marie Sklodowska-Curie fellow, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)
Format: Hybrid
After the arrival of the early farmers to a new region, their lithic industries often differ from the expected
“standard” of the early farming lithic complex. This expected pattern will usually be regained in the course
of the next few centuries. Similar observations were made in Central Europe, Italy, southern France, along
the coasts of Iberia etc. The explanation of this pattern is often sought in the supposed contacts with resident
hunter-gatherers.
On the other hand, there is a handful of examples when the earliest sites of a certain Neolithic cultural aspect
show a very homogeneous lithic complex from a point of view of raw material as well as lithic technology.
The raw material is often transported from far away and represents the best quality silicite available in the
region. Such cases are recorded in Early Neolithic Dalmatia, during the First Temperate Neolithic expansion
in the inner Balkans, the establishment of Gumelniţa-Karanovo VI complex etc.
Are we dealing with two different types of migration? What are the social mechanisms behind these two
different logistic organizations of chipped stone tools production?
Here we try to answer the posed question by referring to the expansions of the early farmers in the marginal
region of their distribution: south-west Ukraine and adjacent territories. Systematic combination of raw
material provenance and operative chain approaches are used to address flint acquisition and different
technological approaches. This variability has a spatial dimension (because certain stages of technological
process were separated spatially and conducted on specialized sites and/or within specialized spaces on
residential settlements) and can be interpreted in terms of social networks, thus providing an interpretation
of the observed pattern in terms of social organization of prehistoric societies, kinship relations and the
establishment of prestige sphere of economy.

7

REMEMBERING BY MAKING: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACH TO CREATIVE KNOWLEDGE
AFTER UPROOT AND EXPULSION
Author(s): Per Ditlef Fredriksen (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
What happens to the creative knowledge and daily practices of material culture in the aftermath of
expulsion? To what extent do contexts of turbulence, stress and extraordinary mobility, in which violent
social factors set people, knowledges, objects and materials in motion, challenge or nourish artisans’
creativity and connectivity? Seeking to answer these questions through a temporally layered approach, this
paper draws on ethnographic and archaeological examples of practical problem-solving in the aftermath of
involuntary uproot and relocation in South Africa and Zimbabwe. The combination of contemporary and
deeper-time cases offers several lenses through which to view ways of knowing and engaging with new social
and material landscapes after arrival in a new political environment. This focus brings together two
knowledge domains that are often kept separate: artisans’ intimate engagements with their surroundings
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and the social and political relevance of ancestral spirits. By these empirical and theoretical means, I outline
an archaeological approach to knowledge that centres on the creativity of ceramic learning networks, the
vulnerability of homes and households as arenas for knowledge transmission, and craftwork as memorymaking.

4

DOWN BY THE WATER: CONTESTING CURRENT UNDERSTANDINGS OF
MARITIME IDENTITIES
Organisers: Verónica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki) – Emilia Mataix Ferrandiz, (University of
Helsinki/University of Münster) – Tânia Casimiro (Nova University Lisbon)
Format: Standard paper session and roundtable
Waterways have been key factors in the development of societies from prehistoric times to nowadays,
particularly due to their role as vectors for cultural interactions, material exchange, and transmission of
knowledge. The fluidity of these highways of transport and communications is tightly linked to the presence
of meeting points: spaces with unique geographical and/or ecological characteristics that acted as nodal
points between different communities. Meeting points are thus defined as spaces of intense social contacts,
where physical geography and ecology shape and are shaped by human action.
The subject is challenging, not only due to the untraceable nature of some activities (e.g. those carried out
on board of a vessel) or the scarcity of material remains, but also due to the existing gap between theory and
practice. Reluctance to use interdisciplinary approaches has prevented the field from engaging in fruitful
discussions across disciplines to find new pathways to research. This lack of engagement extends to other
sub-disciplines within the field of archaeology; for example, historical ecology has run a parallel theoretical
and methodological evolution but with little input from maritime archaeology and vice-versa.
We contend that an interdisciplinary perspective with a focus on human-environment interactions is
necessary to set forth more nuanced theories regarding the relation between social systems and their
environment. We need to redefine the theoretical and methodological frameworks to be used, and extend
bridges with other disciplines to better understand what kind of interactions took place down by the water.
We invite researchers to present innovative approaches to the study of human-environment interactions in
watery spaces, a definition that widens the range of maritime archaeology. We welcome proposals from the
fields of iconography, law, computer modelling, ethnography, geography, history, linguistics, environmental
sciences, and other related fields. The organizers are particularly interested in papers seeking to incorporate
perspectives from indigenous studies, traditional ecological knowledge, and related fields that seek to
contest Western models.

1

READING THE RIVER TAGUS. LITERATURE, ARCHEOLOGY, AND MARITIME LANDSCAPES
Author(s): Inês Almendra Castro (NOVA Universidade Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
Rivers are usually seen as water pathways, a combination of atoms or molecules, of H2O, allowing different
agents to interact. But rivers can be made of words, of thoughts, of interactions, among many other things.
That is how the water crosses the shoreline, how it travels to other continents while remaining still, how it
maneuvers through the everyday lives of human beings, past and present. As archeologists, we try to access
all the aspects of those lives, but we often find ourselves having difficulties getting to the mind, the “cognitive
world” of people living by the water. In this paper I propose using data originating from literature, different
authors from different times, from a distant past to a contemporary time. Literature not as an historical
source, but as a means of construction of literary landscapes. As an example, I will use the Tagus River, in
Portugal, and I will try to disclose how conceptions about that water line change through time, as does the
place that the river occupies in people’s imagination. In doing so, hopefully it will be demonstrated how an
interdisciplinary approach between Archeology and Literature can be beneficial, and how a river, a running
body of water can flow into knowledge.
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2

THE INFLUENCE OF MARITIME ROUTES IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE ISLAMIC GHARB CITIES (8TH13TH CENTURIES)
Author(s): Joel Santos (NOVA University of Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
Since the 8th century that the Muslim presence in the Iberian Peninsula was highly connected with urban
centres. A large portion of those cities were located along rivers or in the sea front leading to the
development of communities engaged with waterways.
The purpose of this presentation is to understand and debate, using a new approach based on the Theory of
Relations, the influence that various cities exerted on each other through maritime communication routes
during the Muslim period in the Gharb Al-Andalus – nowadays Portugal - and how this influence impacted
on those cities’ growth. Trying to understand the real importance of maritime cities and communities will
only be possible by comparing them with inland urban centres, located along terrestrial routes, observing
the impact that urban centres related to waterways may have had in the growth or loss of protagonism of
inland cities. This human relation with different environments - terrestrial and maritime - will permit a largescale interpretation of a wide territory and how waterways were fundamental in the establishment and
power development.
This study intends to use statistical analysis based on the Theory of Relations, in order to build a possible
network of geographical relationships between the cities of the Gharb Al-Andalus. The study of these
relationships may indicate that mutation in the importance of such cities was not only due to their geographic
location, but by the influence that each city had over the nearest ones. These influences can be observed by
political, military, religious or commercial contacts and relations but, as well, by the different ways they were
connected (terrestrial, fluvial, and maritime). Applying Theory of Relations revealed that water routes (fluvial
and maritime) had a bigger impact than the terrestrial ones in the importance these cities acquired during
the Islamic occupation.

3

THE SEA AS AN IDENTITY AGENT: GLOBALIZATION, TRADE, AND MARITIME COMMUNITIES
Author(s): Tânia Manuel Casimiro (CFE HTC-NOVA University of Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
In the Early Modern age, Portugal was among the first European countries to engage in overseas trade and
colonial ventures, something rapidly followed by other nations. The influx of new people and things rapidly
transformed Europe into an even more multicultural territory in permanent contact with the rest of the wider
world, a phenomenon mostly visible in maritime cities directly engaged with world trade. While we possess
a vast amount of knowledge describing the overseas contacts and acquisition of goods from historical
documents, in recent years archeological excavations have begun to reveal high amounts of the direct
evidence of these relations. This includes thousands of people, animals, plants, and objects produced in
overseas territories such as Africa, South America, and Asia. They were used in vast amounts in several
European countries and are frequently found in archeological excavations.
These ‘maritime commodities’ were in part responsible for changing European perceptions of the world, its
dimensions and cultural plurality, which may be discussed as a new European Identity. They also rapidly left
their mark on European goods production, leading to changes in cultural aesthetics and the development of
new forms of individual and collective behavior.

4

WHEN THE SEA IS ALL AROUND AND YET INVISIBLE…
Author(s): Serena Sabatini (University of Gothenburg)
Format: Hybrid
There is a vast literature about islands and their particular relation to the sea and seafaring. It is impossible
to generalize about the deep connection between islands, islanders and their surrounding sea. Even leaving
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aside cultural, political and social concerns, which varies in time and space, geographical, environmental, and
geological factors (including for instance size of the island, characteristics of the surrounding sea, climate,
morphology, closeness to other islands or to mainland, and different resources locally available) considerably
affect the way island inhabitants interact with the sea.
This paper aims to discuss the case of Nuragic Sardinia. This large island in the center of the western
Mediterranean is considered by several authors as a likely active actor in the Bronze Age long distance metal
trade from the Atlantic to the Levant. It is argued that there is a need to problematize the apparent
incongruence between the manifold evidence of long-distance interaction, necessarily maritime-based, and
the lack of evident material culture widely attesting interaction with sea. What are we missing?
As in the session abstract the subject is challenging, is the untraceable nature of many maritime related
activities affecting our understanding of human/sea relation in Nuragic Sardinia or do we have to re-orient
our attention? How can a renewed theoretical approach to the issue help to shed new light on the role of
Bronze Age Sardinian communities in the long distance metal trade between the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean?

5

GONE UNDER SEA. SHIPWRECKS, LEGAL LANDSCAPES AND MEDITERRANEAN PARADIGMS
Author(s): Emilia Mataix Ferrándiz (University of Helsinki-Käte Hamburger Kolleg Münster)
Format: Hybrid
The purpose of this presentation is not to discuss something that does not really exist, namely the Roman
law of the sea. Instead, I will be looking at the perceptions of Romans about the sea and how that affected
its legal status. While the Romans may have approached the sea as a savage wilderness beyond domination
of their civil law, their views also reflected the role of empire and civilization in marking the limits of law. In
their texts, Roman jurists reflect on different kinds of sea-storm scenes, to which they apply legal institutions
in order to organize and provide solutions to the catastrophes suffered by people in what was considered a
space free from the rule of Roman civil law. Concretely, I will be focusing on the criminal liability for
shipwrecking in the light of the edict de incendio ruina naufragio rate nave expugnata from the 1st cent BC
(that dating is my hypothesis) which is linked with a series of edicts dealing with violent behavior also enacted
in that period. The analysis of that source leads to a study of the socio-political context and lawmaking
practices in the Roman Republic, but overall, to consider the Roman understanding of an ‘unruly’ sea and
the civilizing power of law with the focus on the event of shipwrecking. In that respect, shipwrecks appear as
events that bridge the gap between land and sea, because of the different legal remedies provided to deal
with these catastrophes, which in turn enlarged the scope of land-based legal rulings. This produced a
dynamic connection between the conceptual categories of land and sea, with the consistently adaptable
character of human structures and institutions along the coast of the sea, and the utterly malleable
application of jurisdiction over the sea itself. For the Romans who debated the matter, the main issue was
not sovereignty of the sea, but rather the political implications that such an extraordinary command, and
with it, unusual powers, would have.

6

DIVING INTO THEORY: WHY SHOULD WE COMBINE METHOD AND THEORY IN MARITIME
ARCHAEOLOGY?
Author(s): Filipe Castro and Ricardo Borrero (NOVA University of Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
This paper aims to discuss how method and theory can be combined in maritime archeology. For years now
maritime archeology seems to separate these two components and while methodological and
technological papers seem to ignore philosophical and anthropological approaches, papers which debate
theoretical subjects such as human mobility and behavior, among other subjects, rarely have strong
methodological and technological foundations.
Several reasons can be considered although we believe that the lack of communications between
researchers oriented towards the formulation of methods and theory-oriented researchers is one of the
main factors causing the split of these two components, which weakens the scientific foundations of the
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discipline. We draw from the authors converging experiences as students, professors and lecturers in
countries with different economic backgrounds and development degrees in subjects related to technical,
methodological, theoretical and critical analysis in order to debate how we can combine different paths in
the creation of a maritime archeology that displays a balance between method and theory, by means
of respect towards students and researchers individualities, participation of the stakeholders, instilling love
of the truth, social responsibility (or compromise), and ethics and fighting biases and prejudices.

7

OCEAN IMPERATIVES: CONCEPTUALISING MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE STUDY OF
MARITIME CONNECTIVITY
Author(s): Veronica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki)
Format: Hybrid
How did Southeast Asia transform from a hub of regional coastal networks into a trans-regional
interdependent port ecosystem by the early modern period? To answer this question, which is crucial to
understanding the historical developments of polities along the Indo-Pacific region, this presentation
proposes to examine the synergetic nature of shipping logistics and infrastructure in order to push current
boundaries that place the focus on trade goods.Maritime networks conform an interdependent ecosystem
where every piece must interlock to the others like a well-oiled machine. The environment determines when
ports are accessible, the depth of ports determines the size and number of ships that can be serviced, and
the size of ships determines the requirements of wharf storage facilities and stevedore crews. All this requires
specialized skills and intellectual ingenuity that develops around navigation, stevedoring, and the
construction of infrastructures to overcome environmental hurdles.
Using an interdisciplinary approach that draws on environmental, archaeological, iconographic,
ethnographic, and historical data, this presentation will explore shipping logistics and infrastructure as a
novel source material to advance a new research framework that incorporates methods rooted in
geographically oriented landscape perspectives, such as the Maritime Cultural Landscape, Historical Ecology,
and Human Ecodynamics. This additional turn of the screw offers an innovative understanding of the role of
maritime networks in the history of the region by looking at the past from the water, and seeking out the
ocean imperatives that shaped how people moved seamlessly through oceans, seas, and rivers.

8

ROUND TABLE: THE “DAWN OF EVERYTHING” IN MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY: SEASONAL
MARITIMITY, ANTI-MARITIMITY, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF MARITIME IDENTITIES
Host: Linda Hulin, Magdalen College/Harris Manchester College, University of Oxford
Discussants: Veronica Walker Vadillo, Emilia Mataix Ferrandiz, Tânia Casimiro
The round table is hosted by Linda Hulin, who will kick-start the discussion by pondering on Graeber and
Wengrow’s The Dawn of Everything: a new history of humankind and how the conversations started in the
book can help advance theories in maritime archaeology. The round table will then turn to the discussants,
who will further explore the topics of seasonal maritimity (V. Walker Vadillo), anti-maritimity (Emilia Mataix
Ferrandiz) and the construction of maritime identities (Tânia Casimiro). The discussants will kick start the
debate with their vision on these topics and their expectations of where the field will lead us next, before
taking the conversation to the floor with comments and questions from the audience.

9

AN OCEAN SEWN WITH ISLANDS - AND SHIPWRECKS: TOWARD A CRITICAL APPROACH TO
UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE
Author(s): Natali Pearson (University of Sydney)
Format: Hybrid
Sprawled across the equator and home to 250 million people across more than 13,000 islands, the
Indonesian archipelago is at the coalface of the Anthropocene. In recent years, the socio-economic and
health impacts of the pandemic have compounded already grave levels of inequality and intolerance. What
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relevance do shipwrecks and other forms of underwater cultural heritage have within this context? To what
extent, if at all, can maritime heritage research address these wider problems? Using critical heritage
approaches, this paper examines the value of shipwrecks in Indonesia and asks not only whether the
abundance of such heritage is a blessing or a curse at a time of so many complex and competing priorities
but, more saliently, how maritime heritage can be used to respond to the challenges of the present. As it
proposes, underwater cultural heritage in Indonesia is profoundly connected to issues relating to social
justice, local livelihoods and heritage sustainability, but the potential of these connections has been
overshadowed by the binary nature of the debates that characterise shipwreck management discourses in
and of Indonesia. This paper traces the history of shipwreck management in Indonesia in order illuminate
how the scientific standards embodied in maritime archaeology have informed assessments of Indonesia’s
perceived inability to protect and preserve the wrecks in its waters over time. It reveals the hubristic attitudes
that have underpinned interpretations of shipwreck management in the Indonesian context, thus precluding
broader conceptualisations of maritime heritage beyond the archaeological. By drawing attention to the
intersection of international and national interests – and how they play out at the local level – this paper
takes a step towards a new approach to underwater cultural heritage, one that recognises such heritage as
a flashpoint for some of the biggest issues of our times.

10

A MEETING OF REQUIREMENTS: OVERLAPPING INTERESTS IN MARINER ENGAGEMENTS WITH
TERRESTRIAL LANDSCAPES
Author(s): Linda Hulin (University of Oxford)
Format: Hybrid
The location of ports is usually viewed as those points in the landscape where coastal morphology and
terrestrial economic networks best coincide. Multiple interests are at play, depending upon the scale of the
interests involved: to be a port at all implies warehousing capacity, transport links, and the presence of
merchants and, in larger facilities, institutional authorities. The more investment in the infrastructure of a
port, the more likely shipping and receiving merchants are likely to use it. However, this ‘build it and they will
come’ lens obscures the realities of mariner—rather than merchant—requirements. The needs of sailors rest
overnight, to take on water, or revictual, follow rhythms that are not necessarily met in established ports,
either because they occur between stops or because the use of established ports may involve cost. Similarly,
ports that are advantageous to merchants are not necessarily the best equipped for making repairs to ships.
This paper explores, through selected case studies in the Mediterranean, the differing requirements of sailors
and merchants and offers a more nuanced view of mariner engagement with trade.

11

THE BOAT AND THE PLOUGH: BIOCULTURAL HERITAGE AND THE INTERPRETATION OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN THE MEKONG RIVER
Author(s): Veronica Walker Vadillo (University of Helsinki)
Format: Hybrid
The location of pre-Angkorian archaeological sites in the main course of the Mekong River Basin between
Kratie (Cambodia) and Champassak (Laos) has been attributed to local populations’ attempts to control
goods moving in and out of the hinterland based on Bronson’s model of river hierarchies in Southeast Asia.
These interpretations have placed an emphasis on trade, in addition to rice cultivation, as a marker for social
complexity and wealth accumulation. In this presentation I will argue that the location of these sites can be
linked to fish resources, and that social complexity can be similarly attributed to societal responses to
fisheries management, adding to an increasing list of examples of convergence in cultural niche construction
surrounding floodplain fishery in tropical river environments. In doing so, the essay reviews two data sets
that are rarely used to discuss the selected archaeological material: regional fish ecosystems and traditional
ecological knowledge of fishing practices among local communities. The study examines fish migration
patterns, and explores traditional fishing practices connected to the systematic exploitation of the two main
ecological niches linked to the reproductive life of fish –floodplains and deep pools. The location of these
fishing grounds and the constraints that fishing resources impose on people is discussed in relation to
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archaeological data and livelihood activities related to fishing and fish processing. The discussion will then
explore similar examples of floodplain fisheries management in the Amazon and Congo River Basins.

6

QUANTIFYING THE SUBJECTIVE? RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN
SENSORY ARCHAEOLOGY
Organisers: Marta Lorenzon (University of Helsinki) – Marja Ahola (University of Helsinki)
Format: Standard paper session
This session focuses on the topical theme of sensory archaeology, exploring the ways in which senses impact
our understanding of materiality and our interaction with past societies. Archaeology is essentially a visual
discipline, but material culture was created and experienced for a complete sensory experience that included
all the senses, rather than just for visual stimulation.
We aim at expanding this understanding and exploring alternative ways to interpret past materiality that
incorporate multiple senses and a holistic analysis of past material culture.
Additionally, anthropological and archaeological studies have highlighted that multisensory experiences of
both architecture and everyday objects acquire different meanings in diverse geographical and historical
contexts, stressing that even sensory perception can be influenced by societal cultural paradigms.
In this session, we welcome papers presenting innovative and interdisciplinary approaches to the study of
artefacts and architecture through sensory archaeology, focusing on the aspects of connectivity and
materiality that combine archaeological analysis with other fields deeply involved in sensory studies.
We are also particularly keen on contributions that assess sensory archaeology from a quantitative
perspective and ponder how to verify these often rather subjective observations. In this sense, we welcome
a broad range of papers from scientific archaeology to cultural approaches.

1

SHADOWS FROM THE PAST? IN SEARCH OF THE SENSORY EXPERIENCE OF MESOLITHIC
STORYTELLING
Author(s): Marja Ahola and Katri Lassila
Format: Hybrid
In this presentation, we explore the material and sensorial aspects of Mesolithic storytelling practices. As a
case study, we present an ambiguous zoomorphic wild reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) antler artefact from
southern Finland that resembles several animals or combinations of different animals. Although the item has
been given a functional interpretation as a snow beater – an item used to clear snow off garments - by taking
the ambiguous, zoomorphic shape of the artefact it has also been suggested that the item might have been
used in storytelling, as a means to visualize the storyline.
If we imagine a time and place during which storytelling often takes place – during the evening and by the
fireplace – the idea of rotating an item in the flickering light to tell a story takes on a new dimension. Since
the ambiguous form of the item portrays several animals, the artefact should be able to cast shadowy forms
of these animals when rotated against a light source. Although speculative, the interplay between light and
darkness has played a pivotal role in prior and coexisting rock art tradition, and accordingly, the power of
light to move and transform images could have been a well-known and widely used practice in all forms of
storytelling.
By utilizing multidisciplinary methods arising from the traditions of experimental archaeology, 3Dtechnologies, and artistic research, we explored this hypothesis by producing a three-dimensional copy of
the antler artefact and casted shadows with the object by using different natural light sources and materials
that would have been available to the Mesolithic people. As a result, we were able to document the shadowy
forms of several different animals and it was thus eminently clear that the item contained abundant
performative attributes. Accordingly, by exploring the Mesolithic antler artefact from the perspective of
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sensory experience we suggest that Mesolithic storytelling might have been accompanied by performances
that resemble traditional shadow theatre.

2

THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUND IN "THE THINGS WE DO" OR UNDERSTANDING HUMAN
BEHAVIOUR.
Author(s): Heide Wrobel Nørgaard
Format: Hybrid
We can define at least three levels of experiments in archaeology. Firstly, those who aim to reconstruct the
prehistoric working processes based on original conditions. Secondly, the ones that aim to understand
techniques, tools and prehistoric craft in general. They are often executed under modern conditions. And
thirdly, experiments that aim to expand the researcher's knowledge and who are guided by prehistoric
evidence. However, we have a fourth category, often used unknowingly of its experimental character and
importance, which aims at understanding the consequences of our actions. This category could be called
exclusion-experiments. One major issue with the last category is the lack of publications, as many of these
experiments lead to negative answers or the disapproval of specific ideas.
This presentation aims to present the theoretical background against which the various experimental actions
contribute to the understanding of prehistoric crafts. It will show how "the things we do", the implicit
knowledge and our habitus, can help to illuminate the actions of prehistoric craftspeople. This presentation
will further discuss the importance of our research questions in integrating experimental archaeology. Is it
theory that leads us in craft experiments, or are the actions themselves the food for our theoretical
methodology?

3

TOUCHING DISTANCE: FINDER-COLLECTOR RELATIONSHIPS WITH AND EXPERIENCES OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS
Author(s): Suzie Thomas and Anna Wessman
Format: Hybrid
Avocational metal-detectorists can be defined as finder-collectors. Many of them curate objects which they
legally own. Some finder-collectors have private collections or even home museums consisting of thousands
of objects, varying in age from under 100 years to over 500 years or even more.
In this paper we discuss the results of object interviews, an ethnographic method where the finder-collectors
talk about a set of specifically chosen objects while engaging with them during the interview. Many findercollectors touch and caress their objects while talking about them. It's clear that the physical act of handling
the objects is an emotional process for them.
The embodied senses within material culture is an intriguing field within archaeology and heritage studies.
According to our findings most collected objects have a story, and to the finder-collectors the objects often
possess an emotional and mnemonic character - they become storytelling mementoes. Hence, certain
objects can awaken memories from the time when they were found by their present owners, they can relate
to a specific find site with connected memories of smells and other sensory experiences. And when these
objects are being curated or displayed these senses come into motion again.
The objects in these collections might also possess imaginative stories from a more distant and mythical past,
created by their present owners. In addition, the stories of the objects move beyond their archaeological
informational value since the current stewards add additional layers and stories to the object’s ‘life’.

4

IMPACT OF (LOW) NATURAL LIGHT IN CHOICE AND PERCEPTION OF ROMAN HOUSE
DECORATION
Author(s): Lucia Michielin
Format: Hybrid
The first adjective that comes to mind to describe the home décor of Roman Imperial Houses is
‘overwhelming’.
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The intricacy and complexity of wall paintings, the colourful mosaic patterns, the presence of marble and
metal decorations and objects appear somehow excessive for private abodes. This flamboyant perception is
skewed by the modern perception of these installations. We are used to looking at these materials in very
well lit museum showcases and/or in only partially preserved sites. However, if one observes the actual level
of natural light available in the different areas of the house, the experience of this décor is substantially
mutated. The evolution of 3D rendering engines allows us to fully simulate the level of natural light reaching
the different areas of the house and how the light interacts with the different materials.
If one visualises a half-dimmed room, lit narrowly and patchily by lamp-light, the overall perception of the
decoration is very different. It would have been almost impossible to see the decoration as a whole, meaning,
for example, that the different areas of the frescoes would be seen separately. Furthermore, a particular
light principle needs to be taken into consideration. The Purkinje effect states that the perception of the
spectrum is influenced by the level of light. For example, the red colour would appear brighter in full light
but much duller on a dim light and vice versa for the tones of blue.
At the same time, the high recurrence of reflective decorations and materials (such as marble, metal, and
even water basins) could have been not only a style choice but also a deliberate effort to maximise the
illumination of the house. The importance of this “reflected light” in the regulation of Roman buildings is also
attested in the body of law (D. 8.2.17.2).

5

FORT BIJ UITHOORN: A MIXED QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RESEARCH APPROACH TO
PUBLIC SENSORY ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Pamela Jordan and Sara Mura
Format: Hybrid
Any built environment creates a full sensory environment; architecture represents a three-dimensional
construct created with certain intentions that is manipulated by inhabitants, encoding their full sensory
experiences through time. When the original users leave no direct accounts of their presence, as happens in
many archaeological settings, architectural remains provide an essential entry-point for understanding
everyday forms of historic place, meaning, and knowledge creation. Sensory-based investigatory practices
are essential to investigate this archaeological layer.
Built heritage without surviving authored narratives are is not limited to the distant past, however. Sensory
archaeology can be applied to any silenced historical structures/ built environments. This presentation
discusses the application of combined qualitative and quantitative sensory investigatory strategies at the
Fort bij Uithoorn, NL, an early 20th C. military fort and part of the UNESCO defensive military line for
Amsterdam. The detailed history of the forts is effectively silent, often obscured behind military
confidentiality. Critically for the sensory investigations, the material remains have been maintained without
alteration or significant conservation and are completely accessible. In contrast, many of the forts in the line
have come under recent revitalization efforts, preserving the material composition but often significantly
changing the experiential layer. The Fort bij Uithoorn research serves to expand future fort redevelopment
dialogues beyond mere material evidence while developing a flexible research strategy applicable in other
built settings as well.
A customized sensory walk and survey were developed to ascertain the sensory layer’s composition. The
survey incorporated both quantitative and qualitative components to analyze subject-based experiences of
the site and its potential connection to its historical use. The discussion will focus on the construction of the
public sensory walk plus the results and feedback it generated. The multidisciplinary potential for this kind
of approach to sensory archaeological investigations will be highlighted, particularly its reliance on public
input.

6

AMAZED: A SENSORY APPROACH TO NORTH EUROPEAN STONE AND TURF LABYRINTHS
Author(s): Antti Lahelma
Format: Hybrid
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Labyrinths built of stone and turf are a prominent feature of the archaeological heritage of the northern
Baltic Sea region, with several hundred sites occurring along the coasts of Sweden and Finland. A number of
sites are known also from the northernmost reaches of Fennoscandia, from Arctic Norway, Sweden and the
Kola Peninsula. Their dating is somewhat uncertain, but is generally thought to be relatively recent, mainly
from the Medieval period. They form a multifaceted, mysterious phenomenon that has eluded
interpretation, even if there are clues from both Classical sources and northern ethnography that associate
them with the Underworld and its creatures, with maritime landscapes and magic, as well as dance and
sexuality. At its core, the labyrinth represents ritual architecture that is intended to bewilder and disorient
the participant. This paper considers the northern stone and turf labyrinths from a sensory perspective: the
moves, gestures and sensations involved in walking a labyrinth, how these are orchestrated to induce
meditative or altered states of consciousness, and how these factors may relate to the kinds of places where
labyrinths were constructed in the landscape.”

7

TELL ME HOW IT FEELS AND I WILL TELL YOU WHAT IS WORTH. MEASURING
SENSORY EXPERIENCES IN EARLY MODERN ARTEFACTS
Author(s): Tânia Casimiro and Joel Santos
Format: Hybrid
The purpose of this paper is to develop a new way of looking at how certain types of material culture used
on a daily basis stimulate different senses such as smell, taste, sight, touch and even hearing, leading to
multiple sensory experiences. Combining quantification methods of material culture, questioning the
importance of these objects within households of different geographies, and defining a method to measure
how many senses any given object can stimulate, we aim to establish a ranking of how sensory an artefact
can be and if that embodies it with more or less symbolic and economic importance. Based on our
background we are going to use as case studies different types of pottery produced in Portugal and exported
to several parts of the world, including Scandinavia, in the Early Modern Age. Archaeological and documental
evidence reveal that these artefacts stimulated strong reactions in people with direct references to their
smell, touch, colour, decoration, taste and less frequently sound, which still survive hundreds of years later
and stimulate not the consumer anymore but the archaeologists' senses permitting to briefly sense, and
maybe reconstruct, what 17th and 18th century people experienced with these objects (an involvement we
want to share with the audience).

8

NEUROARCHITECTURE: SENSES, MUDBRICKS AND THE IRON AGE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Author(s): Marta Lorenzon
Format: Hybrid
This contribution explores the use of neuroarchitecture in the perception of earthen building materials and
earthen built environment. First, we focus on discussing sensory experience regarding mudbrick
manufacturing, which pertains to tactile and olfactive perception. Second, we look archaeological earthen
remains to assess what the sensory perception of earthen architecture was in Western Asia during the NeoAssyrian period (Iron Age), specifically in urban centers such as Nineveh and Calah. In this latter endeavor we
concentrate on how people were living and experiencing the built environment in their daily-life. While
archaeology is quite visual, we argue that material culture, specifically earthen architecture, produced a
multiscalar sensory experience that included all the senses, rather than just visual stimulation.

7

ECOLOGIES OF CARE: MORE-THAN-HUMAN APPROACHES TO HERITAGE
LANDSCAPES
Organisers: Alexa D. Spiwak (University of Oslo) – Þóra Pétursdóttir (University of Oslo)
Format: Standard paper session
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The coupling of heritage landscapes with detrimental designations such as loss, threat and irrevocable
change has, regrettably, become a predictable articulation in the Anthropocene era. Melting ice-caps,
eroding coastlines and polluted wastelands do indeed appear beyond salvation. Despite our best attempts
to shield them from the effects of anthropogenic climate change, heritage landscapes, too, are increasingly
becoming places of mourning. Taking this reality seriously, while also understanding that heritage landscapes
are beyond our grasp and ultimately impervious to our attempts at management, this session aims to explore
possibilities of care in the Anthropocene era. How is it possible to respond to our unpredictable reality, one
that is in constant change? How can care for heritage changed or lost move beyond anguish and
commemoration? Can loss be re-framed in a more affirmative light? And how can ecologies of care be
configured to attend to multi-species relations, becoming more-than-human affairs? With a focus on
heritage landscapes (understood in the broadest sense), nature-cultures and natural heritage, we welcome
papers that explore these trajectories through case studies and theoretical explorations with reference to
heritage management, use and experience.

1

NATURE AS HERITAGE: ON CARING IN THE ANTHROPOCENE
Author(s): Þóra Pétursdóttir (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
The coupling of heritage landscapes with detrimental designations such as loss, threat and irrevocable
change has, regrettably, become a predictable articulation in the Anthropocene era. Melting ice-caps,
eroding coastlines and polluted wastelands do indeed appear beyond salvation. Despite our best attempts
to shield them from the effects of anthropogenic climate change, heritage landscapes, too, are increasingly
becoming places of mourning. Taking this reality seriously, while also understanding that heritage landscapes
are beyond our grasp and ultimately impervious to our attempts at management, this session aims to explore
possibilities of care in the Anthropocene era. How is it possible to respond to our unpredictable reality, one
that is in constant change? How can care for heritage changed or lost move beyond anguish and
commemoration? Can loss be re-framed in a more affirmative light? And how can ecologies of care be
configured to attend to multi-species relations, becoming more-than-human affairs? This paper will provide
an introduction to the session and to the project and project team behind it (www.relicsofnature.com).

2

CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE? EXPLORING SEMI-NATURAL HAY MEADOWS AND THE ROLE OF
CARE IN HERITAGE MAKING
Author(s): Ingrid Kvalvik Sørensen (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
As the global climate crisis is escalating, the call for widely applicable initiatives of future- oriented nature
preservation becomes ever more salient. But just as important as new solutions As the global climate crisis
is escalating, the call for widely applicable initiatives of future- oriented nature preservation becomes ever
more salient. But just as important as new solutions to global challenges is knowledge of the practices that
have interwoven people and the natural world into the fabric of history, thus bringing about the very
ecosystems and nature types that are now on the verge of collapse. One such critically endangered nature
type is semi-natural hay meadows — slåttemark — meadows that have co-evolved with humans through
particular management regimes. As entangled spaces, hay meadows host webs of relationships between
people, plants, animals, environments, and technologies. Yet, how can we understand what binds these
worlds together, and makes them fall apart? This talk considers the potentials and limitations of care as a
framework in relation to these heritage ecologies. Can care be a generative concept for investigating these
relationships in light of, and despite of, irreversible climate change and ecosystem breakdown?

3

HERITAGE AND LANDSCAPES OF CARE: LOOKING FOR POSITIVES
Author(s): David C. Harvey (Aarhus University)
Format: Hybrid
Moving beyond perceiving them as mere products or physical artefacts to be ‘preserved’, this paper
considers the consequences of thinking processually about both landscapes and heritage. Examining some
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existential, methodological and intellectual commonalities and trajectories, therefore, I will try to chart a way
forward that involves a collaborative conversation between work on heritage and work on landscape.
Reflecting on the experience of walking across a small stone bridge that keeps getting washed away, the
paper seeks to open up a creative space of heritage landscaping, in which ‘small stories’, haptic experience,
ephemerality and movement provide a productive possibility of radical conservation practice. The paper,
therefore, raises questions about the work that heritage and landscape does – and can do – specifically in
terms of the conceptualisation of temporality, issues of authenticity and the politics of care.

4

A HERITAGESCAPE IN THE APPALACHIANS: WHEN A TORNADO CAME TO KINZUA
Author(s): Katherine Burlingame (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
Deep in the mountains near the Allegheny National Forest in Pennsylvania, USA lay the twisted ruins of the
Kinzua Bridge, once an important transportation link and landmark for the region’s identity and heritage.
Once the bridge fell out of use in the late 1950s, the Kinzua Bridge State Park was created to promote tourism
and highlight the region’s identity and heritage. Once the bridge fell out of use in the late 1950s, the Kinzua
Bridge State Park was created to promote tourism and highlight the region’s history and exceptional natural
landscapes, but tragedy struck in 2003 when a rare tornado tore through the valley and knocked over 11 of
the bridge’s 20 towers. A new heritagescape was then created around the ruined bridge with various hiking
trails, a visitor center, and a transparent ‘Sky Walk’ out onto the remaining parts of the bridge. Set within a
wider discussion of the development of heritagescapes, we position the Kinzua Bridge State Park as a unique
example of a landscape transformed by industrial, recreational, and contested heritage use values over time.
Given that heritagescapes are intrinsically linked with nature, we also show how natural disasters and climate
change can play a significant role in the heritage-making process and that creative adaptations can be viewed
as an acceptance and recognition of the natural processes of time while still acknowledging the affective and
emotional dimensions embedded in heritagescapes.

5

RADICAL CULTURE-ENVIRONMENT-CARE
Author(s): Christina Fredengren (Stockholm University) and Andrew Meirion Jones (University of
Southampton)
Format: Hybrid
This paper pays attention to a particular term from Swedish heritage management - kulturmiljövård - that is
a composite of three terms: culture-environment-care. Kulturmiljövård has increasingly been phased out and
replaced with terms such as heritage, conservation, or cultural heritage in many countries. In Sweden also
the term kulturvård is used. However, it seems that several aspects have been lost in this shift and we will in
this paper draw attention to this and showcase a few examples of how these aspects are entangled in the
care for archaeological sites and things. We will also highlight how culture-environment-care can be
revitalised by highlighting how it draws on naturecultures, but also could work to entail practices of morethan-human care that reach beyond both value and conservation routines. By considering the impact of
traditional ecological knowledge, we argue for a radical culture-environment-care that questions the
anthropocentrism in the heritage sector and by altering the relationship to our materialising world, as it is
revealed as more alive than we think. This in turn provides other avenues into questions of sustainable
development where we link hands with the emergent subject of the environmental humanities.

6

RUDERALITY AND REFUGIA IN THE RUINS: NATURAL-CULTURAL HYBRIDITY IN POST
INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPES
Author(s): Alexa D. Spiwak (University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
Post-industrial landscapes are places which occupy the murky middle ground between natural and cultural
heritage, a line which becomes increasingly blurred by the emergent ecologies and non-human occupants
which take up residence in the voids left by extraction. The term “ruderal”, derived from the Latin rudus,
meaning rubble or broken stone, is used to describe ecologies which have established themselves within
49

highly disturbed environments. Plants and animals find refuge amongst rust and ruin, an unexpected source
of vibrancy in places perceived as wasteland. More than simply the return of nature after industry, their
presence in the landscape is intimately tied to and continuously shaped by anthropogenic action. This
presentation explores the concepts of ruderality, refugia and heritage hybridity within the conceptual
framework of the Anthropocene, an epoch which emphasizes humanity’s inability to emancipate itself from
the natural world. In spite of this, UNESCO upholds the divide between nature and culture through the
language and policies of its World Heritage Convention. Concepts of heritage conservation and care are
similarly divided along the natural/cultural divide. The resulting gap then leaves us to wonder: How do we
best care for post-industrial landscapes, in all their messy multispecies complexity? Where do they fit within
the rigid frameworks of global heritage policy — do they at all?

7

FROM THE AWARENESS OF CARE TO THE CARE OF AWARENESS
Author(s): Zoltan Somhegyi (Károli Gáspár University)
Format: Hybrid
Commemorating disappearing glaciers? Highlighting the sheer size of danger and the proportions of the
arriving catastrophes? Documenting the drastic transformation of landscapes? Using materials from
threatened places to create works of art? There can be numerous forms of artistic engagement with
endangered environments, natural ecologies and cultural landscapes. These different approaches to the
complex issues of environmental degradation and loss can encompass activism through means of (public)
art, references to and aesthetic elaboration of the ambiguous sublimity of the scale of deterioration,
developing projects with personal and poetic reflections in the focus and presenting them as a means to
universalise the issue. There are thus numerous ways of aesthetically approaching the issues of the rapidly
degrading environments. What is important to highlight however that there is no “hierarchy” of the
importance of these creative projects. All have their relevance in drawing attention to threat and loss, in
offering perspectives of solutions for possibly reversing tragedies, or, in cases where the situation is
irreversible, at least providing solace and consolation. In this way, care can include both care for the place
itself, and for those living there, and consider the place as their home or have any forms of attachment to it.
This also means that we shall not distinguish between natural and man-made environments, since they can
both be subject of destruction. In my paper I argue that art plays an essential role in raising awareness of
endangered environments. In these cases, aesthetic aspects are thus strongly connected to ethical
perspectives; hence it is not merely a prospect of “aestheticizing” the forms and manifestations of danger,
but just as much a way of triggering further action. Care starts with awareness, but then, this awareness also
needs constant care. It must actively be maintained in order to have actual solutions – or at least to still have
some hope of them.

8

SHEEP TRICK, A SCHIZOANALYSIS: DESIRING-MACHINES AT WORK IN THE PRODUCTION OF
“ORGANIC KNITTERS” AND “EARTH-FRIENDLY YARN”
Author(s): Caroline Owman (Umeå University)
Format: Hybrid
In Sweden alone more than 1000 tons of sheep wool is thrown away every year, but the trend is shifting.
Efforts are made to take care of this waste, such as the yarn company Järbo that in December 2020 launched
a new product ”Svensk ull” (Swedish wool): ”finally a yarn that takes advantage of the resources of our
domestic pastures!”. Other similar projects are Organic knitters that provides ”Luxurious wool yarns in soft
merino, environmentally and animal-friendly of course!” and Filtmakeriet that ”are passionate about smallscale production with a strong focus on Swedish sheep wool”. These initiatives are marketed as sustainable
and eco-friendly, with an outspoken care for the environment, but the anthropocentric focus in all of them
is troublesome. This is what I will problematize in my paper. Schizoanalysis was introduced by the philosopher
Gilles Deleuze and the psychoanalysist Félix Guattari. It is part of their rich variety of creative somewhat
phantasmagorical concepts that may provoke and ontologigally destabilise the material investigated. The
well-intended care for discarded wool either omits or mentions only in passing the real producers and
around-the-clock-active workers, i.e the sheep. A vast majority of them are killed for their meat and skin in
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the process. From a deleuzoguattarian perspective I will look into this care-killing-connection and discuss
how business as usual is maintained in the name of sustainability.

9

THERE IS NO THERE THERE: ECOLOGIES OF ERASURE IN RURAL DENMARK
Author(s): Tim Flohr Sørensen (University of Copenhagen)
Format: Hybrid
In this paper, I want to discuss how traces of vanishing affect mnemonic futures. Empirically, the paper
focuses on the aftermaths of disappeared houses in a rural part of Denmark marked by depopulation and
socio-economic challenges, leading to sweeping demolitions of redundant and vacated homes. I will try to
make sense of the meek traces of mundane vanishing of rural architecture as a form of ‘mnemonic debris’,
which usually goes unnoticed and uncared for within canonised heritage frameworks. I employ the concept
‘ecologies of erasure’ to describe local practices of remembering and forgetting through ongoing acts of
redeploying material and narrative traces of that which is fading away. Here, the ‘ecological’ refers to the
formation of mnemonic debris as an interrelationship of organisms and their environments, regardless
whether these organisms and environments are human or non-human, ‘cultural’ or ‘natural’, causal or
random, and whether they are important or ‘useless’. I will argue that vanishing and forgetting are heritage
processes in their own right, where ‘memory’ and ‘knowledge’ are not ‘lost’ per se, but redistributed into
unruly constellations of facts, assumptions, ambiguous traces, incomplete archives, fragmentary narratives
and memory voids. Altogether, this mnemonic debris constitute blurred visions of what is, in conventional
terms, ‘from the past’ and ‘in the present’, ‘heritage’ and ‘waste’, ‘place’ and ‘nowhere’; there and not there.

8

PERSONHOOD IN 21ST CENTURY ARCHAEOLOGICAL THEORY
Organisers: Guillermo Díaz de Liaño (University of Edinburgh) – Manuel Fernández-Götz (University of
Edinburgh)
Format: Standard paper session
Personhood has become an important element of archaeological theory in the last two decades. Following
C. Fowler’s (2016) analysis, most approaches to the study of personhood conceptualise it through either a
Single-Spectrum or a Multiple-Spectrum model. The former tends to assume that the tension between
individual/dividual personhood is a central, structuring element of personhood, usually making use of
extensive ethnographic analogies. The latter, on the other hand, rejects the centrality of the
individual/dividual tension, along with any evolutionary understanding of the development of personhood
and any sort of aprioristic assumption about how it might have looked in any given society. At the same time,
the increasing popularity of posthumanist approaches, including the arrival of both the Ontological and
Affective turns, raise questions about how these new trends will contribute to debates on personhood. This
session aims to debate the current state of approaches to personhood in archaeology, particularly focusing
on the following questions:





1

To what extent are historical and ethnographic analogies still useful for the archaeological study of
personhood?
How can new approaches, such as New Materialism and the Ontological Turn, contribute to the
study of non-human personhood?
Is the single-spectrum model still relevant to the study of prehistoric personhood?
How can archaeological approaches contribute to the study of personhood in contemporary
societies?

BECOMING SOMEONE? ENTANGLING AND DISENTANGLING MATERIALITY, PERSONHOOD, AND
SOCIAL AGE DURING THE EARLY NEOLITHIC. AŞIKLI HÖYÜK (TURKEY) AS A CASE STUDY
Author(s): Sera Yelözer (Istanbul University)
Format: Hybrid
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Recent ethnographic and archaeological studies on childhood in hunter-gatherer societies have provided a
comprehensive methodological framework for understanding how infants and children socially engage and
integrate into their social and material environments during stages of childhood, and how these processes
relate to the attribution of personhood. Material culture plays a prominent role in marking the personhood
of individuals, as well as constructing and signifying their identities. Personal adornment, in particular, divides
and unifies individuals and groups. Different kinds of materials, forms, colours, and technologies embedded
within the production and use processes of personal adornment relate to a multitude of meanings. Both the
composite item of personal adornment, as well as each element that constitutes it, signifies a different
culturally codified message. In archaeological contexts, we can attempt to disentangle these relations from
their reflections in funerary rituals and grave goods. Burial records stretching back to the Upper Palaeolithic
suggest that certain individuals, including sub-adults, were buried with elaborate types of personal
adornment. In Southwest Asia, this practice endured and diversified throughout the longue durée period of
transition to sedentism. The transition to year-long sedentism in larger settlements during the early Neolithic
Period brought greater investment towards place-making and created new social ties and identities. The
Neolithic site of Aşıklı Höyük (8350-7350 cal BCE) in central Anatolia (Turkey) is one of the key sites where
we can track this process. Through a comparison of the adorned and unadorned child burials as well as adults
at the site, in this paper, I will discuss the personhood of children at Aşıklı Höyük, and their relational
identities, centring around the core hypothesis that some children were attributed personhood that was
signalled through shared elements of personal adornment with adults.

2

RELATIONS AT FUNERALS: PARTIBLE AND NON-PARTIBLE PERSONHOOD IN THE LANDS OF THE
LIVING AND THE DEAD
Author(s): John Chapman (independent scholar) and Bisserka Gaydarska (MMU)
Format: Hybrid
The ‘single-spectrum’ model of personhood focuses on the tensions between dividuals and individuals at the
core of self-formation in prehistory. A recent account presenting the polar opposition to this position is Bob
Johnston’s notion of kinship – a variation of Nigel Thrift’s formulation for relating society, space and time:
social life was ‘always and everywhere’ kin. Yet a revisit of this debate via fragmentation theory shows that
the two positions are not wholly irreconcilable. The common objection that “the dead do not bury
themselves” may be re-formulated as “the relationships of the deceased constitute their burial”. Whether
they were complete or fragmentary, grave goods embodied enchained links to the land of the living. It was
the fragments that, however, emphasised these links through material absence.
In this paper, we examine the associations between the deceased, the grave goods and the living at two longrunning cemeteries - Durankulak (Bulgaria) and Tiszapolgár – Basatanya (Hungary) – in an attempt to
understanding the different ways that complete objects and fragments were used in age-and-gendered
contexts.

3

FROM INDIVIDUAL TO COLLECTIVE PERSONHOOD? USING ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES TO
ILLUSTRATE RELATIONAL PERSONHOOD IN FUNNEL BEAKER COMPLEX BURIALS IN NORTHERN
GERMANY 3500–3000 BC
Author(s): Sarah Bockmeyer (University of Münster)
Format: Hybrid
The Funnel Beaker Complex (4100 – 2800 BC) is an early Neolithic complex of northern Central and southern
Northern Europe and has been the focus of research for a long time due to the monumental megalithic
tombs that were built between 3500 – 3200 BC.
Personhood as a concept has not yet been applied in this area of archaeological research, it is often not even
reflected upon that the modes of personhood in Neolithic societies might have been different from modern
western understandings of personhood. Grave goods for example are still interpreted as the representation
of status or occupation of the deceased.
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The project presented here examines the grave goods as well as burial-forms from northwest German burial
complexes (megalithic and earthen burials respectively) to try and identify different modes of personhood,
working under the assumption that society in the Funnel Beaker Complex differed from our modern western
values and understanding of individuality, thus for the first time, examining Funnel Beaker personhood in an
archaeological study. Theories of animism/totemism and material culture studies are also applied to explain
the selection processes for different materials supplement the study.
Whilst the interpretation of modes of personhood in the Funnel Beaker Complex will not be relying on them,
ethnographic studies are used to highlight that societies living in similar conditions as the early Neolithic
communities were indeed rather different than what has been assumed in Funnel Beaker Complex research.
The benefit of using ethnographic studies is that different ways of thinking and handling of personhood in
resembling modern day societies can give insight and weight as well as contribute to understand the
interpretations based on Fowler’s (2016) proposition of modes of personhood.

4

IN DEFENSE OF STRUCTURAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PERSONHOOD AND SOCIETY: THE
STRUCTURAL-CONTEXTUAL MODEL
Author(s): Guillermo Díaz de Liaño (University of Edinburgh)
Format: Hybrid
Debates on personhood from an archaeological perspective have revolved around two possibilities, the
single-spectrum model and the multiple-spectrum model. The first one has been accused of overemphasising
single features -such as the dichotomy between individual/dividual- and of being overly simplistic. In
contrast, the multiple-spectrum model, undoubtedly more popular nowadays, tends to favour a ‘tabula rasa’
approach, where generalisations and aprioristic assumptions are frowned upon. Moreover, the existence of
structural relationships between personhood and other aspects of society, or any aprioristic hierarchy of
personhood features (such as the dichotomy individual/dividual) are rejected.
In this presentation, however, and following the ideas of Almudena Hernando and Charles Taylor, I will be
defending that 1) personhood is indeed structurally connected to social and economic complexity, and thus
certain modes of personhood can only make sense in certain types of societies; 2) Personhood is connected
to the way in which reality is perceived and conceptualised, and thus it can be used to infer how reality was
perceived and conceptualised in the past. This is because certain features of personhood can only make
sense in accordance to certain ways of perceiving reality.

5

CHANGING NOTIONS OF PERSONHOOD IN IRON AGE EUROPE: THE MATERIALITY OF
RATIONALISATION AND INDIVIDUALISATION
Author(s): Manuel Fernández-Götz (University of Edinburgh)
Format: Hybrid
Building upon the work of A. Hernando, this paper argues that while all societies combine features of what
we could call ‘relational’ and ‘individualised’ identities, there is a certain structural relationship between
increase in socio-economic complexity and individualisation. This is not necessarily a linear trajectory, since
societies can revert – willingly or unwillingly – to less individualised modes of personhood. The process of
individualisation is also closely linked to the way in which reality is represented, with a predominance of
metonymy in oral communities and metaphor in societies with developed systems of writing. The European
Iron Age represents an interesting case study in-between, which allows us to explore the complexity of
possible situations. This is particularly the case in the Late Iron Age, when in many regions we observe the
increasing development of phenomena such as urbanisation, standardised material culture productions, use
of coinage, and adoption of writing. These and other interconnected elements are analysed in relation to
changing notions of personhood, and how they might be explained on the basis of a fractal relationship
between people and culture.

6

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF DEHUMANISATION: LESS-THAN-HUMAN BODIES IN THE MORE-THANHUMAN-WORLDS OF THE SCANDINAVIAN IRON AGE
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Author(s): Marianne Hem Eriksen (University of Leicester)
Format: Hybrid
The value of personhood in archaeology and anthropology has been in problematising the relationship
between human bodies (living and dead biological entities) and social persons, with a vast range of
possibilities explored over the past two decades. However, not all of the implications of the approach have
been so thoroughly studied. Arguably, personhood studies have focused on the more positive aspects of
personhood (i.e. how people are constructed as valued persons) and paid less attention to the uglier
potentials of other framings of personhood. This may include how societies engage living human bodies in
ways that deny them personhood. In many societies, some human lives are persons (individual, dividual or
otherwise), and others more like commodities, animate objects, and other beings-in-between.
This paper will combine the study of personhood and posthumanist approaches in examining who, or what,
made up social persons in the Scandinavian Late Iron Age. However, I will also draw attention to several ways
in which human lives at the same time may have been activated as non-persons in service of the needs of
more-than-human assemblages.

7

PERSONHOOD AND BURIAL AESTHETICS IN LIGHT OF DNA EVIDENCE FROM EARLY MEDIEVAL
BURIALS IN BRITAIN
Author(s): Duncan Sayer (University of Central Lancashire)
Format: Hybrid
Ancient DNA gives us an unparalleled insight into the ancient persons that we study. In this paper I will be
exploring some new DNA data from early Medieval Burials in Britain and will look at the ascetics of burial
assemblages, the display of post Roman personhood and how it relates to biological ancestry and family
within the cemetery space. With a focus on the early Anglo-Saxon cemeteries of Oakington, West Heslerton,
Eastry, Ely, Apple Down and Buckland I will look at DNA data alongside grave goods, cemetery organisation,
and skeletal evidence to explore how family and ancestry played a major part in the construction of
personhood in the past. Kinship and the family has often been left out of archaeological discourse, and yet
these relationships were critical to people’s lives, their identities and to the success or failure of past
communities, it is also likely that calibrants who used the mortuary space were related to the death they
interred there.

8

HULDUFÓLK AND THE ‘INVISIBLE WORLD’: NON-HUMAN PERSONHOOD IN ICELAND
Author(s): Rachel Cartwright (University of Minnesota)
Format: Hybrid
The belief in the huldufólk (‘hidden people’) and other supernatural beings has continued in Iceland from the
beginnings of the Viking Age settlement in the 9th century AD to the present, albeit with changing forms.
Often these huldufólk are considered to inhabit spaces in the visible landscape, which are known as
álagablettir (‘places of power’). The consequences for interfering with these places has been well recorded
from the Medieval through the Modern periods, showing the way in which the supernatural inhabits the
visible landscape and interacts with humans. This paper explores the way in which the ‘invisible world’ in
Iceland is inhabited by beings with non-human personhood and how this personhood goes on to affect the
visible world. Folklore, the Icelandic sagas, ethnographic accounts, and archaeological remains will be utilized
in order to examine the way in which relationships between humans and non-humans has changed over
time.

9

HOW DISCIPLINES MEDIATE ANCIENT PERSONHOOD: DO WE GET INSIGHTS INTO PERSONS?
Author(s): T.L. Thurston (University at Buffalo, State University of New York)
Format: Hybrid
Much has been written by linguistic and literary scholars about personhood and worldview in Northern
interaction spheres: medieval Scandinavians, Sami, Finns, and peoples of the Baltic region, debating meaning,
intention, and sociality through texts. Archaeologists have also focused on personhood, venturing into
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material culture from a variety of humanist, posthumanist, and standard social scientific perspectives. They
have sought insights into human and nonhuman intersubjectivity, the internalization, within an interaction
sphere, of one group's values and cosmology by another, and the potential for multivalent worldviews that
are not necessarily a product of colonialism or conflict. Many modern scholars tend to cast some groups as
'European' and some as 'indigenous' based primarily on current notions, perhaps with an expectation that
their worldviews were very different. Others prefer to cast the 'Europeans' in light of current ethnography
in an attempt to purge their work of biases. As both the oral traditions/texts and the materiality of daily life
were produced by the archaeological subjects themselves, an overview provides interesting insights on how
different data, different disciplines, and different approaches construct ancient ontologies in convincing or
unconvincing ways. In the sense of déformation professionnelle do they inform, or deform each other?

9

SCALES OF TIME: ADDRESSING TEMPORAL PRACTICES IN THE PAST
Organisers: Magnus Odebäck Ljunge (Stockholm university) – Joakim Wehlin (Uppsala university)
Format: Standard paper session
Time has been an essential part of archaeological practice and thinking ever since the 19th century. Time is
the natural point of reference for almost any archaeological study. Methods and techniques for dating
archaeological material has been developed for a long time and are used as the natural starting point when
initiating archaeological enterprises. To ask, “How old is this thing and when was it in use?” is a deeply rooted
initial reaction when encountering things and structures originating from the past. But the concept of time
has also been the subject of archaeological theorization, and increasingly so since the 1980s. Researchers
have developed critical considerations concerning the temporal framework used in archaeology,
characterized as a linear historical time of occurring events.
The development of time and temporality as theory has been part of the ontological turn in archaeology and
has generally been concerned with deconstructions of archaeological practices, such as chronological
categorizations. Drawing on philosophical writings by thinkers such as Deleuze and Bergson, the ordering of
the past in episodic periods has been criticized to its core. It has been argued that tings operate within
different temporal relations and take part in the creation of notions of the past, the present and the future
at all times.
The session will evaluate this theoretical development beyond deconstructions of archaeological practices
and aims to discuss how to put this frame of thought into further use. How do we go from temporal
ontologies and deconstructions of archaeological epistemology to an understanding of temporal practices in
the past? For example, how do we develop methodologies that helps us address the temporal scales of the
archaeological record in relation to seasonal changes, weather- and light conditions? How can movements
and dwelling be understood in relation to temporal changes and rhythms of landscapes? We welcome
contributions that that discuss methodological challenges and possibilities when studying theses issues,
favourably with examples that relate to a landscape perspective.

1

IDENTIFYING MESOLITHIC MOMENTS AND EVENTS AS PART OF STORYTELLING AND WORLDING
PRACTICES
Author(s): Astrid J Nyland (Museum of Archaeology, University of Stavanger)
Format: Hybrid
Archaeology often studies processes of long duration where changes occur so slowly that they may have
been imperceptible to those who experienced them. An archaeological challenge is then to identify material
changes as indications of societal developments. However, identified temporal threshold of material change,
do not necessarily capture the significant Mesolithic moments or events that caused that change or kept
status quo. For example, some Mesolithic events may have been epoch-making, but left few marks in the
archaeological record. This is the case with the Storegga tsunami that battered the western coast one
autumn day, 8200 years ago. For those experiencing the tsunami’s full power, it must have created a
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temporal threshold to which the communities considered time Before and After. However, despite geological
evidence of the tsunami itself, there are no direct trace of ‘squashed Mesolithic people’ (Wickham-Jones
2002). That is, the tsunami does not seem to have caused immediate massive material change. Should we
then still regard the event as significant? What if the terrifying moment may have become entangled in
stories and myths, and thereby affected societal practices or traditions in the coastal communities? There
are also more low-key and subtle moments, like those experienced at a rock art site when light hits the
surface, that may have been equally necessary or significant parts of the worlding practices of the Mesolithic
societies. In this talk, I consider both types of temporal moments/events experienced as contributing to
conceptualizing Mesolithic life worlds. To capture such moments, different methods timescales, and
theoretical perspectives, must be combined. I argue that this may bring us towards new understanding of
Mesolithic societies.

2

MOVING IN TEMPORAL LANDSCAPES
Author(s): Joakim Wehlin (Uppsala University)
Format: Hybrid
Archaeological models are usually based on summer landscapes. Long-distance journeys and travels are
assumed to have taken place along the waterways during the warm summer half of the year. However, we
know historically that long-distance journeys took place during the winter, when practicability was
favourable. The same applies to major land events such as large meetings and markets, which often was held
during the winter. An important aspect to keep in mind is that the historical comparisons should for the most
part, be linked to a full-fledged peasant society, where the winter was a less intense period in the agricultural
cycle. The statement may seem obvious and is something that has been pointed out by researchers before.
However, it is important to understand that movements in a landscape differs significantly between summer
and winter, spring and autumn. Movements is also related to the sociality of landscapes and differs between
different types of societies, such as hunter-gatherer, nomadic, semi-nomadic, animal husbandry, agriculture,
etc.
Taking seasonal changes into account makes it possible to get closer to the archaeological remains and gain
a better understanding of how people moved in the landscape. In the temperate part of the world, several
overlapping landscape models may be needed to understand the prehistoric societies and their interaction
with animals and landscapes. With such a view, it may for example be possible to understand the great
variety of the prehistoric settlements and dwellings. Prehistoric sledges, skis and artefacts found in what
previously have been referred to as no man's land, should perhaps rather be interpreted as in the middle of
the road.

3

MOVEMENT AND MOBILITY OF ARROWS AND HUMANS
Author(s): Tova Lindblad
Format: Hybrid
The aim of this study is to identify the Early Metal Age (2000–1 BCE) sites in Dalarna, located in the inland of
central Sweden. In Dalarna, few sites from the Early Metal Age are known, but many new finds appears during
the time period, like flint daggers, a few bronze objects, stone settings and bifacial arrowheads. Numerous
dwellings by the water systems of Dalarna have been determined as Stone Age sites, or sites with Stone Age
character. However, many of them have not been properly investigated. On several dwelling places, bifacial
arrowheads have been identified. In this study, the bifacial arrowheads are used to search for sites from the
Early Metal Age, and to identify movements in the landscape. Taken into consideration that arrows are made
for movement, they are a good illustration of mobility patterns of past societies. Instead of searching for
permanent settlement, this study recognizes the dwellings from a mobility perspective. In order to
understand the people’s movement in the landscape, the seasonal changes and weather conditions can give
insights to how and when the different dwellings where used. A first step is to identify and distinguish the
Early Metal Age sites. At least two Early Metal Age sites with a large material of waste material from bifacial
stone tool making have been found during the scope of this study. Single arrowheads without waste material
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are harder to connect to an Early Metal Age context, and are more common on dwellings with a long
continuity.

4

CURATING TIME
Author(s): Christina Fredengren and Caroline Owman (Stockholm University)
Format: Hybrid
Time is a matter of power and control. Museums work with “temporal politics” (see Pschetz & Bastian 2017)
- and this paper has tried to make that visible by the analysis of a standard exhibition that creates an
anthropocentric history that feeds into the linearities of Anthropocene time. By organizing time, an
impression of a world that follows understandable (time)lines is established. This is a well-known
phenomenon in curating museum exhibitions. In this paper we investigate how a museum’s history narrative
is built around such dominant structures of timepower. Here we examine how, at the same time, alternative
temporal relations are muted, and other-than-human agencies are rendered invisible. Our study highlights a
number of temporal-relational portents, found in many exhibitions, that are tell-tales of environmental
futures to come and histories in the making. Furthermore, we discuss ways of tuning in with museum things
as counter-clocks, that consists of several temporal relations, to suggest other alternatives for how to curate
time. We suggest a counter-curating of the exhibited objects, hence acknowledging the liveliness of museum
things and their ecological relations with a more-than-human world, that project and diffracts out from
museum displays. This shift in perspective, here performed within the museum context, is of utmost
importance at this very moment in time; to understand and relate to our uncertain present and most
unpredictable future, as rapid climate change is constantly creating new scenarios, we need to identify and
communicate new perspectives on ourselves, the world and how it all is weaved together. In this paper we
show how the museum, saturated with a diversity of temporal relations, is a suitable place to start as a move
in highlighting museums as radical agents of environmental change.

5

FAKENESS: A NEW DIMENSION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL TIME. STUDYING PRE-HISPANIC MURAL
PAINTINGS IN MADRID
Author(s): Jesus Martin Alonso (Universiteit Van Amsterdam)
Format: Hybrid
There are realities, landscapes and materiality that, depending on how one looks at them, do not belong to
any "real" historical moment or, on the contrary, belong to several at the same time. Somehow they are
present, past and fake. They are witnesses of a non-existent temporality because they pretend to be in
another moment, in one for which there is no reference in the past. Baudrillard defined them as simulacra
in his theory of hyperreality.
Very close to Madrid, in the lunar landscape of massive granite rocks of "La Pedriza", there is a place that
exemplifies this new temporal dimension. It is a set of supposedly pre-Hispanic mural paintings from the last
quarter of the 20th century. They are the remains of what was a set for the film Tex and the lord of the Deep.
Nowadays, it is a derelict place in which we find numerous material remains linked to the film and the filming
process.
This paper aims to explain the archaeological intervention we carried out in this film set during the summer
of 2020 and how we approach this fake dimension archaeologically.

11 WHAT’S THE USE OF THEORY IN DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY?
Organisers: Anna S. Beck (Museum Southeast Denmark) – Trine Borake (Museum West Zealand) – Julie de
Vos (Museum Skanderborg)
Format: Standard paper session
Today, development-led archaeology has a central position within archaeological practice but until now it
has only played a limited role in debates on archaeological theory. By many archaeologists - both within and
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outside development-led archaeology - it is rather regarded as a field that is data-driven, oriented towards
practical issues and unrelated to theoretical issues - maybe even as ‘un-theoretical’.
Nonetheless, the majority of all archaeological excavations are carried out within the framework of
development-led archaeology and it is within this field most of the active archaeological workforce finds
employment. Besides, development-led archaeology is probably the kind of archaeology, that the wider
public most often gets in contact with in their everyday life and in the medias. Therefore, development-led
archaeology has a great - but maybe underestimated - impact on the perception of what archaeological
knowledge is - among archaeologists as well as in the wider public.
Because we are convinced that theory is present in all that is done within development-led archaeology and
therefore relevant to be aware of, we would like to encourage a more lively theoretical debate within the
field in order to get a better understanding of the conditions under which knowledge is produced in
development-led archaeology, what kinds of knowledge are created and how it impacts on the rest of the
archaeological field.
In the session, we therefore invite papers that reflect upon the following questions either through case
studies or in presentations of more theoretical character:





1

Why has been theoretical debate absent – or at least limited - within development-led
archaeology?
How is theory - consciously or unconsciously - used in development-led archaeology?
What role could theory play in development-led archaeology in the future?
How can development-led archaeology contribute more actively to the general theoretical
debate?

ARCHAEOLOGIST ANONYMOUS
Author(s): Sune Villumsen (Museum Southeast Denmark)
Format: Hybrid
Working within the field of contract or development led archaeology in Denmark, I am not usually concerned
with archaeological theory. My concern is to uncover and document the traces of the past, and my
documentation is of course neutral and non-biased. In all essence, it is simply observations for others to
interpret. Needless to say, what we find is often quite self-explanatory: These postholes are clearly the traces
after the roof supporting structure of an Iron Age house, no reason to theorize about that, or to document
it other than making the simple statement.
I will argue, that the view of our role as anonymous registrars of the past is one of the prime reasons the
theoretical debate has been more or less absent in the development led archaeology. Trying to remove
ourselves from the interpretation also leaves little space to reflect on our own role in the creation of the
archaeological record.
This “neutral” observation and registration based archaeology is very much a tradition shaped by the
legislative framework surrounding the development led archaeology in Denmark. However, the development
led archaeology is undergoing a transformation with new legislative requirements with an emphasis on the
excavations being relevant and contributing with “important new knowledge”. This is transforming the
development led archaeology to becoming a more question led archaeology. In this new framework, it is no
longer possible for the archaeologist to remain anonymous and the need for a strong theoretical foundation
and ongoing discussion becomes apparent.

2

THEORETICAL APPROACHES ON, FOR, WITHIN AND CONCERNING DEVELOPER-LED
ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Kristoffer Dahle (Møre & Romsdal County/NTNU Norwegian University of Science and
Technology)
Format: Hybrid
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Despite being the number one producer of prehistoric data and knowledge about the past, employing the
majority of the archaeological workforce, theory seems to play a limited role within the Culture Heritage
Management sector. Prime reasons for this may be the lack of time, resources, and utility in the more datadriven, routinized and practical field of developer-led archaeology. But what if the theoretical approaches
were more targeted on and for the Developer-led Archaeology and Management sector, and their own dayto-day role in the production of archaeological knowledge?
Today, there is already a division between Culture Heritage Research and Cultural Resource Management
studies. The former focuses on the role of cultural heritage in society, whereas the latter is further divided
between studies on and for the Cultural Heritage Management, concerning political basis, practices, and
biases on the one hand, and more ‘hands-on’ conservation ideologies and value criteria on the other.
However, I suppose most employees within development-led archaeology – mainly triggered by solving ‘past
mysteries – are probably feel unfamiliar with, estranged from and perhaps even deterred by such studies.
In this paper, I want to focus on the relevance of more mainstream archaeological and social theory in
exploring the role of Developer-led Archaeology and the Management sector in producing and managing
knowledge about the past. If not accentuated, theoretical approaches are in fact already embedded in our
own practice. In my PhD concerning transhumance and summer farming in Norway, I want to look at how
such varying approaches even affect the past realities we want to explore. Maybe theory is not so useless
after all?

3

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Stefanie Langaa Jensen (Museum Southeast Denmark)
Format: Hybrid
Danish archaeology appears mired in a futile tendency regarding development-led excavation wherein
fieldwork is highly governed by time and money, thus reducing the possibilities for problem-oriented
approaches. These problem-oriented approaches are aimed towards further research based inquiries,
academic reasoning, targeted examinations and comparative reflections. Regretfully, these fieldwork
methods seem to have been rigorously standardised in developer funded excavation, even in the initial
processes of determining a given site’s significance by The Danish Agency for Culture and Palaces. This
restricts our field practice to a narrow focus on highest possible material outcome within the confines of an
effective execution strategy that leaves little room for reflections upon the embedded processes of our
interactions with the material and its origins. Thereby rendering theory driven archaeological practice an
impoverished sibling to collection practices and documentation.
So, how do we address this problem? A start could be by re-evaluating what we mean by the specific terms
used to justify where and why we conduct excavations. The Danish museum legislation aims to categorise
our archaeological remains into ‘significant, less significant & non-significant ancient objects’ for the purpose
of generating ‘new knowledge.’ But how are we to define these rather vague terms? What is the essence of
significance, who decides significance and how wide is the framework wherein new knowledge can be
obtained? Addressing these terms and thereby calling for a higher awareness of the theoretical context is a
must if we are to improve our contribution within developer-led archaeology.

4

WHY DO ARCHAEOLOGISTS NEED THEORY IN CONSTRUCTION SITES? AN EUROPEAN
INTEGRATED PERSPECTIVE OF THE PORTUGUESE CASE
Author(s): Tânia Casimiro (CFE HTC NOVA University of Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
For four years now I am lucky enough to teach Archeological Theory at NOVA University of Lisbon. The
number of students changes each year although about 80% of those students will work in development-led
archaeology. Every year I must answer the question made by several students on why do archaeologists need
theory in construction sites?
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Based on my own experience of working for a decade in contract archaeology with the stories shared by
different colleagues and the expectations of students, I will try to promote a debate on the importance of
archaeological theory in contract archaeology. Drawing from eight theoretical challenges which focus on
method, theory, and practice, and respecting the individuality and identity of each archaeologist, I sustain
that the Portuguese case is not so different from other European perspectives. Although theory is in every
action of the daily activities of archaeologists most of them are lacking an applied theory which can be used
in their everyday jobs in archaeological companies.

5

THE ROLE OF THEORY IN LARGE-SCALE URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Kristine Ødeby (Museum of Cultural History, University of Oslo)
Format: Hybrid
If any development-led archaeological excavation project should leave room for theory, one would think it
was the large-scale multi-year projects with budgets in the tens of millions. This paper explores developmentled urban archaeology from research questions presented in project plans, through excavations, to the
resulting reports. The specific case is excavations undertaken in connection with The Follo Line Project,
currently the largest transport project in Norway. The new railway tracks are built through the Old Town of
Oslo, resulting in the largest urban archaeology excavations in Oslo to date. Starting in 2013 and still going in
2022, the excavations have been divided into subprojects, with their own project plans and reports. Thus,
knowledge of medieval Oslo and expected future findings have recently become more precise. These
projects often comprise an extensive vision of what research questions they would like answered, but only
to a small extent do they seem to include theory. While the excavations are still mostly method-driven, their
longevity opens up some room for theorization along the way. Methods are after all inherently theoretical
in nature. We’re also starting to see a shift in how results are presented in the reports. Where interpretations
previously have been kept separate from the data in a chapter at the end, they can now be included with the
data, or even be presented in the beginning of the text. This way, the excavation report can be said to be
theory-laden, but it backs up its theories with arguments like a research paper does.

6

WHAT MAKES DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY SO SPECIAL?
Author(s): Anna S. Beck (Museum Southeast Denmark)
Format: Hybrid
To me the role of theory in development-led archaeology is to try to understand what kind of archaeological
knowledge the field produces and under which conditions it is produced. Not necessarily - and sometimes
definitely not - in terms of identifying the influence of the traditional theoretical paradigms but rather in
terms of discussing what archaeological knowledge is; being curious towards and challenge the framework
that development-led archaeology acts within and investigating how theory and practice correlate in the
daily work. In other words, to explore the complex, messy, fragmented - and sometimes contradictory situation that knowledge is produced within. In this paper, I will discuss if knowledge production in
development-led archaeology is different form other kinds of knowledge production within archaeology and if so whether it is a matter of theory, practice or something else. The paper is based on a detailed study
of the conditions for knowledge production in Danish development-led archaeology; an investigation which
revealed some of the frustrations and paradoxes hidden within the field - but which also opened up for a
fruitful dialogue with my fellow archaeologists that left me with a lot of hope for a richer and more complex
approach to knowledge production in development-led archaeology in the future.

7

A THEORY OF EVERYTHING? INCORPORATING PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY THEORY INTO
DEVELOPMENT-LED ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Mark Oldham (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research)
Format: Hybrid
“[public archaeology is] concerned with any area of archaeological activity that interacted or had the potential
to interact with the public” (Schadla-Hall 1999, 147)

60

As the session organisers have remarked, “development-led archaeology is probably the kind of archaeology
that the wider public most often gets in contact with in their everyday life and in the media”. It is also a
clearly expressed intention in policy documents such as the Faro Convention and recent Norwegian White
Papers that the public is to be more involved in archaeology and heritage.
But what about theory?
It is argued that development-led archaeology often lacks a relationship with theory in general, and I would
say that public archaeology theory in particular is missing in development-led archaeology, despite the focus
on the public and concerns such as public benefit that steer much of how we are meant to think about and
practice archaeology. This is to the detriment of development-led archaeology, which instead ought to be
fully embedded in the society in which it is undertaken – and thus within the scope of public archaeology –
and be able to draw upon and contribute to the rich theoretical work done within this field.
This paper will hence examine where and how public archaeology theories can be incorporated in
development-led archaeology, and also how development-led archaeology can in turn have an effect on
public archaeology theory.

12 RECONSIDERING THE LONGUE DURÉE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL
LANDSCAPES IN LIGHT OF THE MATERIAL TURN
Organisers: Mark Haughton (Aarhus University) – Zachary Caple (Aarhus University) – Mette Løvschal
(Aarhus University)
Format: Standard paper session
What counts as ‘human’ and ‘nonhuman’ in prehistoric landscapes is at once ontologically emergent and a
matter for archaeological reconstruction. Recent scholarship collected under the banners of new
materialisms, posthumanism, and assemblage theory encourages us to look beyond nature/culture binaries
to recognize the myriad ways in which people and nonhuman forces co-construct the world. In archaeology,
this has opened new ways of understanding humans' long-term relationships with material culture, animals,
and plants, but not necessarily landscapes as a total socio-natural fact.
In this session, we seek to push such theories further to consider the more-than-human assemblage
dynamics of longue-durée landscapes. In our focus on the longue durée, we invite papers that explore the
multi-temporal rhythms and histories that instantiate landscapes that stretch across geological,
archaeological, and ecological time scales. Rethinking long-durée processes through more-than-human
relations challenges how archaeologists approach settlement patterns, social organization, and subsistence
practices. Consider, for example, the long-term enactment of south Scandinavian heathlands: In the Early
Bronze Age, humans––in conjunction with fire and livestock––created vast open pastures of heathland
across Western Jutland. Across the following centuries, these grazing commons were subject to intense
parcelization and agricultural settlement. Despite this pronounced shift in social organization, heathland
botanical assemblages continued to persist. Understanding such paradoxes of ‘continuity amidst change’
deserves theoretical scrutiny. We solicit papers that draw archaeological attention to new approaches,
problematics, and conceptualizations of the more-than-human longue-durée.
Potential session themes include:







1

The role of multiple species in the creation of past landscapes
Archaeological reconstruction of human-nonhuman ontologies
The multiple temporalities of landscape becoming
Long-term dynamics of power, hierarchy, and extraction
Human-animal evolutions across the domesticate/wild divide
Intergenerational place creation and modes of dwelling

FIELD SYSTEMS - WHAT IS THEORETICAL ABOUT THEM?
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Author(s): Mats Widgren (Stockholm University)
Format: Hybrid
Last time I was on a TAG meeting was in London 1986. When I told a British colleague in historical geography
that I was to present a paper at the Theoretical Archaeology Group he asked "Field systems - what is
theoretical about them?" At that time I answered that I did not think a theory for field systems could be
formulated which was separate from social theory in general. In the years since then I have returned to the
question in different contexts and I am now more optimistic towards formulating - if not a “theory of field
systems” at least a set of interrelated theoretically informed concepts that are essential for reading field
systems and fieldscapes. In this presentation I will discuss some of these concepts.

2

THE CASE OF SUS SCROFA
Author(s): Anette Sand-Eriksen (Museum of Cultural History, UiO)
Format: Hybrid
The relationship between humans and pigs predates most, if not all other human relationships with
domesticated food animals. Already around 8,500 years ago, wild pigs/boars (Sus scrofa) became
domesticated in multiple sites around the world, subsequently entering Europe during the Mesolithic period
and Northern-Europe from around 4000 BCE. In a longue duree perspective, however, the domestication
history of the modern pig (Sus scrofa domesticus) is a bit of an archaeological puzzle. This is partly a result of
pigs being one of the few animals domesticated several, independent times across the globe and partly due
to the difficulties distinguishing between the wild and the domestic Sus in the archaeological record. Setting
the osteological and natural science aside, what made humans decide to domesticate the pig? An animal,
which compared to all other domesticated food animals, do not have a by-product. So why did humans
transcend from hunting to husbandry? Could it perhaps be that pigs actually domesticate themselves?
Alternatively, was it a co-constructive domestication, and subsequently a more-than-human effort?
In this paper, I will apply a combination of Niche Construction Theory (NTC) and Optimal Foraging Theory
(OFT) alongside Assemblage theory to explore the prehistoric relationship between humans and pigs from a
conceptual point of view. Within this framework, I will consider both primary and compounding / secondary
dynamics in this particular domesticating relationship. Drawing on archaeological examples, I will explore
how the long history of the human-pig relationship challenges our idea of a clear boundary between nature
and culture, and human and nature.

3

THE LONG-TERM RHYTHMS OF MULTI-SPECIES ENTANGLEMENTS ON THE PREHISTORIC
HEATH
Author(s): Mark Haughton (Aarhus University)
Format: Hybrid
Through the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age, heathlands underwent a massive expansion across
Northern Europe. This inherently unstable landscape form – requiring the grazing of herd animals and
periodic burning to prevent it transforming into scrub and forest – has a remarkable persistence, enduring
in places like Western Jutland, Denmark, for millennia. While this landscape was ‘utilised’ by humans in
prehistory for the many resources it can provide, it was also much more than this – a dynamic assortment of
different species that bring about a unique series of qualities.
In this paper, I consider the longue durée of heathland assemblages in the Danish Neolithic and Bronze Age,
and particularly how the affordances of heathlands were forged by collaboration between humans, sheep,
plant mosaics, and fire. I use traditional GIS practices to trace the lines of becoming in the heathland and
uncover the more-than-human elements that are too often neither present in our accounts of prehistoric
settlement and subsistence patterns nor our GIS analyses. Thus, varied forces are revealed to be entangled
in heath maintenance in different ways which both open up and constrain pathways for action and
movement in human communities. What emerges is at once familiar and strange – a picture of the heathland
that is engaged across multiple boundaries and borders. Shifting perspectives to focus on heathland
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affordances allows us to encounter this landscape as more than a resource for extraction, but rather as a
dynamic and active force across multiple scales.

4

‘RE-ONTOLOGISING’ THE ICELANDIC LANDSCAPE: AN APPROACH BASED ON HISTORICAL
ECOLOGY AND HUMAN ECODYNAMICS
Author(s): Pablo Barruezo-Vaquero
Format: Hybrid
Landscape studies in Archaeology have been ubiquitous since the earliest 1990s, and their approaches have
been continually redefined as new theories have emerged. In the last decade, for example, posthumanism
and the material turn have impacted Landscape Archaeology by recentering our approach towards nonhumans and their interrelationship with humans. In this guise, landscapes are considered compounded
“constructs”. Along similar lines, Historical Ecology and Human Ecodynamics have pushed this turn towards
non-humans since 1994/5, bringing to the fore helpful concepts to this end -e.g., non-linear dynamics,
heterarchy, long-term, etc.
Both of these approaches clearly impact how landscapes can be studied. In turn, refined understandings
about landscapes might enhance our assessments of the past. For instance, the archaeological study of
landscapes can arguably shed light on questions regarding past socioeconomics (including, in this case, nonhuman agents). My aim is thus to add up new ways of understanding past socioeconomics through landscape
analyses that harness the principles of Historical Ecology and Human Ecodynamics. The paper grounds this
discussion in the Icelandic Viking Age and Medieval period. There have been a few theories about the
socioeconomics of these periods –which are reliant on their methodologies. Yet, I argue, none of these fully
explore the complex interrelationships between humans/non-humans coupled systems. By
contrast, Historical Ecology and Human Ecodynamics compel us to rethink our models about this topic. This
paper, therefore, proposes considering the interplay between human and non-human agents for
understanding socioeconomic hierarchies. As this proposal focuses on landscapes, the narrative includes
different proxies spread through the Icelandic landscape. In essence, this paper aims at presenting a more
complex picture of the Icelandic landscape — one which might help in re-ontologising its conceptualisation.

5

FERTILIZING COMPARISONS: THE TOPOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF CONCENTRATIONAL FARMING
IN WESTERN DENMARK, 500 BC-1900 AD
Author(s): Zac Caple (Aarhus University)
Format: Hybrid
This paper interrogates the long-durée persistence of concentrational agriculture in the heathland plains of
Western Denmark through a systematic comparison of the soil nutrient-management technologies of Iron
Age and 19th-century heathland farms. Concentrational agriculture refers to practices of in situ nutrient
transfer, either through horizontal transport of fertility from outlying areas to a permanent infield or vertical
“pumping” of belowground stocks by plants in a relatively long fallow cycle. Before the advent of chemical
fertilizers, concentrational farming represented the only means by which sedentary peoples could grow
sufficient food in the heathland’s sandy oligotrophic soils.
In the Iron Age, people parceled out vast areas of heathland into Celtic fields in which they rotated between
cropland, pasture, and heath-fallow. This shifting cultivation method contrasts with the infield-outfield
system of the historical period in which farmers translocated vast quantities of nutrients from outlying areas
into small permanent fields through hay cutting, composting, and manuring. The geographer Sofus
Christiansen argues that these vertical and horizontal pumping strategies represent two polar types––one
based on the exploitation of time, the other space––with theoretically identical production capacities.
Moreover, he asserts that these types are topologically interchangeable: that a rotational fallow system can
be morphed to produce an infield-outfield system, and vice versa. Christiansen levels this argument to posit
that shifting cultivation is the ur-form of concentrational agriculture and that the infield-outfield system is a
descendant type enacted through labor-intensive manuring chains.
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In my comparison of the respective nutrient-management technologies, I look for functional echoes between
the two periods suggestive of the 2400-year persistence of concentrational farming in Western Denmark,
while also inquiring into the cosmological and political economic differences that might explain the adoption
of more labor-intensive manuring.

6

THE COMPLEX LIFE OF KAMYANA MOHYLA PORTABLE ART SPECIMENS THROUGH THEIR
OBJECT-ORIENTED INTERACTION WITH HUMAN AND PLACE
Author(s): Simon Radchenko (University of Turin) and Dmytro Kiosak (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)
Format: Hybrid
Numerous features of human-nonhuman relations and the interaction of prehistoric actors with landscape
around them are emerging from the special context of a specific landscape. For sure, the assemblage of
prehistoric cultural landscape together with its human and nonhuman inhabitants creates a unique setting
in every particular case. However, the idea of constant ambivalent interaction between human, artifact and
environment remains relevant for different spatial and temporal settings.
The evident examples of such an interaction are often connected with ritual and sacral part of pre-Historic
living, namely, the production of rock art specimens. One of the brightest ones — the mound of Kamyana
Mohyla and the landscape nearby — is located in Eastern Ukraine, on the western edge of Eurasian Steppe
Belt. The huge sandstone monadnock full of caves and grottoes is the only known rock art location in the
region. Therefore, the social processes here have been shaped by special landscape conditions, which formed
the basis for cultural landscape featuring. The petrographic anomaly forced the emergence of beliefs later
reflected in the parietal art instances here.
Moreover, the desire to communicate with this cultural landscape forced the population living nearby to
interconnect with the special portable art objects. The latter were found both inside Kamyana Mohyla caves
and in the hill’s surroundings and are simultaneously part of cultural landscape, the objects of humanlandscape interaction and things, that interconnected both with Kamyana Mohyla population and the unique
cultural landscape; thus, these objects correspond to the basic ideas of object-oriented ontologies. Their
object-oriented relations with the human beings are reflected in the engravings and notches on their surface
and are a part of the dialectic relationship between all the actors — the cultural landscape, humans and
things — through these things themselves.

7

DWELLING AMONG TREES. BUILDING MESOLITHIC HUTS WITH THE FOREST
Author(s): David De Lorenzi Turner (Stockholm University)
Format: Hybrid
This paper examines the rhythm and tempo of living with trees. The focus is on the continued practice of
making huts, which involved a variety of materials and returned activities over time. The example is taken
from the Mesolithic settlement site of Ljungaviken across the bay of Sölvesborg in Southeast Sweden. The
site was habitable between 9600-5700 cal. BC and moved from an inland environment to a costal site which
later become flooded and then dried up again.
A dwelling perspective is explored since it focuses on the activities performed as evidence for the ways space
was made. Crucial for this approach is history which also implies a need to actively engage with historical and
material conditions. History is important to help account for the intimate making of the world where
networks intertwine. In this paper it is argued that making huts and landscape are connected, together with
an understanding of space that incorporate and is rendered by both human and nonhuman actors. What is
emphasized is that the assemblage of huts can indicate activities connected to other times, things and
locations. The spatial dimension is suggested through the way landscape always are lived, practices which
create space, time, place and landscape. On the other hand, landscape is also temporal, connecting people
and places across generations.
Focusing on trees’ own time scale, in this example 150 years, suggest an anticipation of the trees’ own
capacities to change. In other words, trees and wood which were an important part of huts 5A and 5B, were
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caught up in the dynamics of human life and indicate that woodland management may have existed in the
Mesolithic. This perspective allows to figure past engagements with the Mesolithic landscape through the
way past and future coexist in the present.

15 ARCHAEOLOGY AND URBAN THEORY: WHAT CAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
THINKING OFFER URBAN THEORY?
Organisers: Torgrim Sneve Guttormsen (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research) – Elizabeth
Robson (Stirling University)
Format: Standard paper session
Cities, dense concentrations of human habitation within the contours of contiguous territory, are features of
the ancient as well as the modern world. They are seen in the archaeological record and in the origins of
many of our current settlements, from urban centres of a few thousand people to the more recent
phenomenon of megacities with more than 10 million inhabitants. Since the early 21st century, more than
half of the worlds population have been classified as urban dwelling, a figure that continues to increase.
In this session, we invite presenters to discuss theoretical approaches and frameworks for understanding
archaeology in (or of) historical cities, and the mutual relationship between reflexive archaeology and urban
theory (e.g. critical urban theory, urban assemblage theory, theories of change management, heritage
theories of decay and absent), how we understand and theorise the phenomenon of city formation and
development. This session will place particular emphasis on the ways in which thinking with archaeology, for
instance as curating decay, could benefit our understanding of urban development and the design of present
and future cities. Whether that is the investigation and preservation in situ of archaeological remains, the
incorporation of archaeological fragments into new cityscapes, achieving archaeological preservation at an
urban scale, or what archaeological theories and approaches can bring to understanding the fabric of our
modern cities and its impact on and the urban lived experience. Indeed, as city planning and sustainable
management of dynamic urban environments involves understanding and balancing many competing values
and priorities, a ‘deep cities’ approach in urban planning and conservation that takes into account the
multiple and complex layers of urban heritage is of paramount importance. We believe archaeological
thinking has a lot to contribute to discussions on our cities, a premise we currently exploring through a multicountry project (https://curbatheri.niku.no/ ) and are keen to engage with others to develop these ideas.
The session encourages presentations that explore the role theories from archaeology and related fields
(including urban archaeology, contemporary archaeology, landscape archaeology, archaeology and urban
planning, critical heritage studies and geography) can play in enabling interdisciplinary discussions on urban
archaeology, such as providing shared frames of reference for the ‘object’ of study or reflecting critically on
our disciplinary traditions and different epistemologies. Questions might include, what happens when
various forms of knowledge production and expertise are brought together in practice? How do theories of
complexity, assemblage, and critical realism help when it comes to working on the ground?

1

URBAN PLACEMAKING AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN ‘DEEP CITIES’: A METHODS ASSEMBLAGE
APPROACH
Author(s): Elizabeth Robson (University of Stirling)
Format: Hybrid
This paper takes as a starting point the interaction between practices and materiality, the social and the
physical, in urban placemaking. It examines how different methods of investigation can reveal, reproduce,
and help navigate the multiple knowledges and complex heritages of ‘deep cities’. The paper draws on two
case studies, in Edinburgh and London, conducted as part of the Curating Sustainable Urban Transformations
through Heritage project (https://curbatheri.niku.no/). Qualitative and semi-quantitative research was
undertaken to investigate the intangible values and attachments associated with archaeological ‘fragments’,
tangible evidence of earlier periods of occupation and use, within these two rapidly transforming cityscapes.

65

The paper shows how different methods ‘do’ different things, revealing diverse ways of knowing and valuing
urban places, both complementary and, at times, contradictory. We argue that working with an assemblage
of methods is essential in surfacing the dissonant values associated with the complex heritage of ‘deep cities’.
The resulting understandings reflect a dynamic recontextualisation of archaeological fragments within the
contemporary cityscape. Connections with the past are made, remade, and sometimes erased, as these
fragments are reworked (in both a tangible and intangible sense) within the present and mobilised in various
ways towards visions of the future. The placemaking practices and narratives of different communities at
times contradict, conflict with, and challenge established presentations and official understandings of
historic, architectural, or archaeological significance. This research aims to inform the negotiations between
these different sets of values (communal and professional), ultimately impacting on how archaeological
fragments and connections with the past are theorised and understood within urban development and
spatial planning.

2

THE MATERIALITY OF THE POST-INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE OF SANT ANDREU DE PALOMAR
Author(s): Ana Pastor Pérez (University of Barcelona/Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research),
Margarita Díaz-Andreu (University of Barcelona), Jesús Martín Alonso (University of Barcelona) and Paloma
Zarzuela Gutiérrez (University of Barcelona)
Format: Hybrid
In this paper we present some of the theory-driven results of our research on the post-industrial landscape
of Sant Andreu de Palomar, a neighbourhood of Barcelona that used to be a separate village until 1897. This
research is undertaken in the framework of the Curbatheri-Deep Cities project with the goal of discussing
the value of urban transformations. In the nineteenth century the cityscape of Barcelona experienced
profound changes with brick buildings and chimneys invading many of the suburban villas in the outskirts of
the city. These peripheral areas were later absorbed by Barcelona, turning villages into districts, which,
despite the unification, retained their identity and their sense of a common past. This was reflected in their
material culture and either new or transformed urban spaces being created at the time and in the ensuing
decades.
This research applies an archaeological ethnography approach to the study of the materiality of these spaces
and their visual and invisible remains. Our goal is to reveal unidentified discourses that may complement
those established by local historians and associations of former factory workers and, in this way, reinforce
the cultural value of the materiality of Sant Andreu. The passage of time is visible in many places in this
neighbourhood. Meaningless preservations (cryonisations) coexist with a more active conservation through
a re-use and functional transformation of the sites being the Fabra i Coats factory complex a good example
of the latter. However, how are these continuities managed? What significance do they convey to the
inhabitants of the immediate environment? And, to what extent are these participations real and which
actors execute them? We seek to answer these questions by presenting some results that combine research
studies with interviews with some of the actors involved.

3

URBAN HERITAGE: USES OF ATMOSPHERES AND AFFECTS IN URBAN TRANSFORMATIONS
Author(s): Kasper Albrektsen (Aarhus School of Architecture)
Format: Hybrid
Recent decades uses of heritage in planning has changed from isolation and preservation, towards a value
issue and to today’s landscape-based approach seeking recognition of the dynamic relationship between
historical objects and their wider environment and to the people who shape and use them. Understanding
heritage as a continuity created by reusing the city and local narratives as well as by using the social and
intangible values in creating differentiated urban developments. However, the landscape-based approach
has difficulties in the integration with the planning system, and its focus on valuation approaches.
For a better operationalisation of the heritage in urban planning I see a potential in understanding heritage
through assemblages thinking (Dovey, 2017; Farías and Bender, 2010; McFarlane, 2011a, 2011b). In order to
incorporate historical elements, urban heritage and narratives, focus must change from single elements to
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the connections in which they exist and which they create. In assemblage thinking, historical elements
equates with urban planning professionals, local residents, political aspects and like. Historical elements
becomes inscribed both in the understanding of the given urban area and its future transformation.
Departing in assemblages thinking focus on heritage in urban planning shifts towards the connections
between the elements which can be understood as atmospheres (Albertsen, 1999; Böhme, 2017; Rauh,
2018; Thibaud, 2011) and affects (Anderson, 2009). Emphasising a greater focus and understanding of the
role that urban heritage can and should play in future urban planning.
The role of atmospheres and affects, as elements in the assemblages of urban heritage, emphasising the role
of historical elements in urban planning, is the starting point for my research in connection with the
transformation of a former working-class neighbourhood in Vejle, Denmark. My presentation focuses on how
the use of the concepts atmospheres and affects created a deeper understanding of the relevance of urban
heritage in the transformation of the urban neighbourhood.

4

SUBALTERN SETTLEMENTS: TOWARDS AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF GARBAGE-BASED CITIES
Author(s): Maryam Dezhamkhooy (Universität Heidelberg)
Format: Hybrid
The growing rate of inequality and discrimination on the one hand and hyper-consumerism, particularly
among higher socio-economic classes in developed countries have been resulted in the emergence of new
forms of settlements where subaltern groups and population live and work specially in the Global South.
Current political and economic transformation processes in various parts of the world mean that many of
these cities are emerging while international authorities such as the UN proposed programs for sustainability.
Hence, another face of future settlements is garbage-based cities.
The inhabitants of garbage settlements can be discussed as one of the most subaltern groups. Despite being
located near the officially accepted cities or even at the heart of the cities, like Agbogbloshie in Accra Ghana,
the inhabitants usually have no access to urban services and basic human rights. The aggressive interventions
of the authorities such as transforming the waste management systems, bulldozing their homes, or even
destructing the whole settlement, displacement, and marginalization are usual challenges that these people
struggle with.
Archaeology is among the best methodologies to investigate garbage-based settlements. It has proper survey
methods and analytical terms to document, describe and explain the formation, development, and
transformations of these settlements, their material aspect, and the daily life of the dwellers. Moreover, to
apply archaeological well-established terms such as settlement help to attach a sense of belonging to a place
and geography instead of considering these groups as non-citizen, informal, or a problem, a burden for the
governments.
Drawing on critical urban theory and concepts such as the right to the city, archaeological term such as
settlement is much more comprehensive and inclusive in comparison to current terms and literature which
is used to refer to these places and their inhabitants. This is a very preliminary effort to archaeologically
conceptualize garbage-based settlements and to remind the necessity of establishing an engaged
archaeology of emerging subaltern settlements that are officially not accepted as a settlement by authorities
and are referred to as the middle of nowhere.

5

LIGHT ARCHAEOLOGY TOOLS FOR URBAN THEORY
Author(s): Michele Nucciotti, Elisa Broccoli and Andrea Biondi (University of Florence)
Format: Hybrid
There are many ways of conceiving urban archaeology, at least as variable as the possibilities of organising
urban space… and there are just as many ways in which what we might call 'archaeological fragments' are
incorporated into, or obliterated by, deep cityscapes.
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‘Light Archaeology’ (Nucciotti Vannini 2019), which we might define as non-destructive (or at least limitedly
destructive), territorial and historical, offers a point of view (and operational tools) that may help further
articulating the point.
Through the application of archaeological stratigraphy to contexts other than excavation, i.e. to the cityscape
as sensory experienced by a contemporary observer, the city comes to be conceptualised globally as an
archaeological site (Mannoni Cabona 1984). This in turn opens up a series of new perspectives (and highlights
equally new criticalities) to be taken into account, if not necessarily with regard to 'urban theories', at least
in terms of urban planning and the decisions associated with it.
The question of a site-city has an impact on the parterre of the decision-makers, since the vast majority of
urban buildings (and many of the unbuilt spaces) are privately owned. Thus, apart from institutional
regulations, the point of view of private citizens owning urban real estate, their aesthetic conceptions, the
relationship they wish to establish or sever with the past, is a core component in changing cityscapes. Far for
being solely an issue related to material values, material change represents a conceptual nexus in which
social values and material values are intimately entangled.
The contribution intends to analyse the theoretical-archaeological conceptualisation of material change at
urban level from the perspective of Light Archaeology, linking it to linear and non-linear representation
models of Time (Allen 1983, Lucas 2004, Drap Nucciotti Pruno 2017). Investigation and presentation tools to
be integrated with urban theories in order to bring a positive change (i.e., conscious, inclusive and reflective)
to the interaction between citizens and institutions in search of a better organisation of the urban space will
be selected from Curbatheri research.

6

ARCHAEOLOGY AS A CONCEPTUAL TOOL IN URBAN PLANNING: APPROACHES FOR
UNDERSTANDING HETEROTOPIA IN VALUING URBAN CHANGE AND FRAGMENTATION
Author(s): Torgrim Sneve Guttormsen (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research)
Format: Hybrid
Archaeology in urban environments is more than excavation practices, objects from the past hidden in the
soil and the uncovering of deep urban histories; it is also a way of thinking and reflecting about the past.
Archaeology contributes to the creation of concepts that can stimulate discussion on how to use the past as
a heritage resource in developing urban environments in present-day cities.
In philosophy and in the history of ideas there is an intimate relationship between ideas on (urban)
archaeological heritage and metaphorical thinking in society. As a complex metaphor associated with time
and change, archaeology is part of a wider field of metaphoric thinking within the humanities that includes
ideas about the long-term, temporal, and transformative character of urban heritage.
In this presentation, I will define various ways in which concepts about temporality and the long-term
duration of time, evident in urban archaeological layers and a fragmented past, can be defined as heritage
values. I will argue that the concept of deep cities’ is a valuable resource in urban planning and sustainable
urban development projects; its treatment of archaeology as a metaphorical concept of temporally and the
long-term duration of time takes account of the needs for change and for new cultural imprints in the city
without neglecting its deep historical continuity.
I will first elaborate theoretical reflections on archaeology as a conceptual resource for defining urban
heritage values. These reflections will guide mc towards the concept of heterotopia as a theoretical
framework for examining the complex of an urban archaeological metaphorical conceptualization. I will then
set out a theoretical approach based on heterotopia as a methodological resource, using six principles to
characterize heterotopic places and distinguishing four heterotopic features of urban heritage values:
dissolution, collage, palimpsest, and stratigraphy.

16 MYTHS AS THEORETICAL MODELS FOR RELIGIOUS IDENTITY IN ANCIENT
GREECE
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Organisers: Signe Barfoed (University of Oslo) – Søren Handberg (University of Oslo) – Ada Nifosi (University
of Kent)
Format: Standard paper session
The theme of this session, “Myths as theoretical models for religious identity in ancient Greece”, concerns
the relationship between cultural memory theory and mythology. Based on Jan Assmans’ (2011) proposition
that, “cultural memory transforms factual into remembered history, thus turning it into myth”, the topic of
this session will address how this theoretical framework can be related to ritual behaviour, practices, and
identity in ancient Greece.
As Assmann suggested, cultural memory is imbued with an element of the sacred, which could be expressed
in a religious festival. The ceremony of a festival keeps the past alive and provides a basis for identity creation
for the participating groups. Consequently, according to Assmann, such planned ceremonies and repetitive
events, which also include texts, dances, and images, help shape memory.
The aim of this session is to explore how/if myths can function as a model for religious identity and how this
might be recognized in the archaeological record. Can ancient Greek myths serve as a framework for
understanding the specific ritual behaviour in local and regional cults? How can we perceive religious identity
of specific ethnic or civic groups in the face of changing group affiliations and flexible ritual behaviour?
Speakers are invited to present on topics related to the interconnectivity of myth, cultural memory, and
religious identity, for example by looking at:







1

aspects exploring the connection between theory and mythology
cultural memory as embodied in ritual/cult (foundation deposits, ritual breakage of votives, etc.)
cult related to and expressed in specific myths
civic and/or ethnos identity
material and iconographical analyses relating to (regional/local) myths
any combination of the above

CHOSEN GLORY OR CHOSEN TRAUMA? CULTURAL MEMORY AND RITUAL VISITATION TO
ABANDONED DEFENSIVE SETTLEMENTS ON CRETE
Author(s): Sarah Bell (Brown University)
Format: Hybrid
In mainland Greece, the break between the Age of Bronze and the Age of Iron is held to have created a “crisis
of legitimacy” in the Greek sociopolitical world—one which required connections to an ancestral or even
mythical past to overcome (Antonaccio 2016, 119). Cults that arose in association with visitation to
monumental Bronze Age architecture in this area have, thus, been interpreted as being motivated by a desire
on the part of a rising elite to legitimate their authority and status through association with heroic ancestors.
This interpretation has been similarly applied to episodes of post-abandonment visitation dating to this
period on the island of Crete at monumental sites like Knossos, Phaistos, and Agia Triada. A second category
of architectural remains also attracted post-abandonment visitation on the island during this period,
however. These were the so-called “defensive” or “refuge” settlements which were established in remote
mountainous locations, particularly in eastern Crete, immediately following the “collapse” that occurred
around 1200 BCE. This paper suggests that “chosen glories” were not the only basis upon which cultural
memory was constructed during this pivotal period of history on the island. “Chosen traumas”, or the
communally held and perpetuated memories of difficult pasts, also had a profound effect on the creation
and perpetuation of post-collapse identity through ritual activities at abandoned Bronze Age sites.

2

HOW TO BECOME A GOD’: MENELAUS’ PREVIEWED DEIFICATION IN THE ODYSSEY
Author(s): Ronald Blankenborg (Radboud University)
Format: Hybrid
This contribution argues for the identification of a glimpse of mysticism-into-cult in the announcement of
the deification of Menelaus in Homer’s Odyssey. The wording of the conditions and circumstances of this
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previewed apotheosis provide a necessary addition to the well-known epic aetiology behind the cultism
connected to locations and monuments.
In Odyssey 4.561-569 the ‘old man of the sea’ Proteus allegedly predicts the deification of Menelaus, who is
alive at the time of the prediction, divulges the announcement of his deification, and claims to have been
the sole witness of Proteus’ utterance. In his rendering of the announcement, he is careful to list the
conditions: his deification is divinely initiated, to be considered a form of reward as it contradicts the troubles
of humanity, and subject to his close contact with gods, especially his divine spouse Helen (Foley 2001; Allen
2006; Nagy 2016; Edmunds 2019). From archaeological, and literary and documentary evidence it has
become sufficiently clear that both Menelaus and Helen were worshipped in Sparta as cult figures (Burkert
1985), the heroes and heroines reminiscent of the main characters of Homeric epic, and so often rationalised
back to in genealogical and antiquarian epic (Larson 1995; Ratinaud-Lachkar 2000; Rozokoki 2011). Whereas
the Homeric epic suggest the cultic status of locations and (grave) monuments (e.g. Achilles’ future tomb,
Od. 24.80-84), Helen and her husband are the only heroes to be not only divine or deified, but also to be
‘prayed to as gods’ (cf. Od. 15.181).
I will show that Menelaus’ predicted deification as a cult-hero is a unique instalment of the procedure that
links the development of heroism to mysticism and cultism in practice.

3

HERAKLES THROUGH A HYPOLEPTIC FRAME
Author(s): Amy C. Smith (University of Reading)
Format: Hybrid
Herakles eludes much scholarship on religion because he was neither strictly Olympian nor explicitly local.
Surveys and analyses of his mythic persona consider his disparate cultural contexts but skirt around or merely
accept his contradictory nature, as clarified by Kirk, Loraux, and Padilla. Adapting Assmann’s concept of
hypolepsis, ‘new form[s] of cultural continuity and coherence’, I will read the hero’s contradictory nature as
the essence of his importance in religious practice as well as myth throughout Greece. A hypoleptic frame
makes it clear that: (1) Herakles’ contradictory nature enables and encourages hypolepsis; (2) the evolution
of his mythic persona is a recursive process that feeds on the interplay of repetition (tradition) and variation
(hypolepsis); (3) the hypoleptic nature of cultural memory ensures simultaneously the reception of new
adaptations and adherence to tradition. This evolution of cultural memory is evidenced through a mélange
of material and textual sources attesting ritual practice. Herakles’ pivotal role at Troy, which earned him the
epithet Kallinikos, for example, was celebrated in dances at Athens and elsewhere, repeated in theatrical
contexts, and alluded to by generations of dynasts, particularly in the East, who used this epithet to affiliate
themselves with this hero par excellence. Other groups adapted Herakles’ processional activities associated
with his erga and travels, not least in service to King Eurystheus to religious practice, for example, at Eleusis.
In viewing Herakles’ contradictory nature through a hypoleptic frame, therefore, I seek to understand and
explain manifestations of Herakles’ mythic persona in cult and religious practice.

4

SHAPING IDENTITIES AND CREATING MEMORIES ON THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS
Author(s): Ioannis Mitsios (University of Athens)
Format: Digital
There is no denial that the Acropolis formed the religious center of the city of Athens. It was on the Acropolis
where the greatest religious festivals — such as the Panathenaia, the Plynteria and the Kallynteria — took
place and, most importantly, Athena, the patron goddess of the city, was worshiped. From all the temples
and sanctuaries on the Acropolis, the Erechtheion was undoubtedly the most sacred and important of all.
Besides Athena, on the Erechtheion (and its wider area) several other gods and heroes received cult,
including Erechtheus, Boutes, Hephaistos, Pandrosos and Kekrops. It was on the area of the Erechtheion
where the contest of Athena and Poseidon for the city of Athens took place and in its wider topography were
the martyria of the gods: Athena’s olive tree and Poseidon’s trident. Most importantly, in the Erechtheion
was placed the sacred xoanon of the goddess, a sacred relic from the distant past fallen from the sky.
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In my paper, by employing and interdisciplinary approach — taking into consideration the literary sources,
the iconographic, epigraphic and topographic evidence, in close relation to the historical and ideological
context — I will examine the identity aspects of the Athenian heroes who received cult on the Acropolis of
Athens, with special emphasis on the ideology of autochthony. Additionally, I will examine the Erechtheion,
as a “lieux de mémoire”, a place of memory connected with the Athenian mythical past.

5

STRIKING THESSALIAN IDENTITY: THE CULT OF POSEIDON PETRAIOS AND THE MYTH OF THE
FIRST HORSE
Author(s): Rosanagh (Rosie) Mack (University of Reading)
Format: Hybrid
The cult of Poseidon Petraios is only attested in Thessaly. According to Herodotos, 7.129.4, the Thessalians
believed that originally their land was under water, but Poseidon clove the mountains at Tempe with his
trident, allowing the water to escape to the sea, leaving the fertile plains. Literary sources also relate that
Poseidon created the first horse, Skyphios, in Thessaly, either through striking a rock with his trident or
through an emission of semen. The sources for the myth of Skyphios are problematic as they are much later
and not Thessalian. However, a series of coins struck in the fifth and fourth century BC in the name ‘of the
Thessalians’ clearly depicts this event: a horse emerging from rocks on the obverse, and a sprouting cereal
grain on the reverse. These coins are important as there is no extant evidence of this Thessalian myth in
other visual media. In this paper, I will analyse the iconography of the coinage together with the sources for
the myths relating to Poseidon Petraios, the festival of the Petraia, and evidence from the archaeological
record regarding Thessalian identity. These coins have been seen as evidence of a federal body of
Thessalians, but this should not be assumed, and neither should we presume that these coins represented
all Thessalians. We must also consider that smaller groups might also have made claims of ethnicity relevant
to local legends. The paper will discuss these questions and seeks to illuminate the role played by these myths
in the cultural memory of the Thessalians and the construction of their ethnic identity.

6

THE MYSTERY CULT OF DESPOINA IN LYCOSURA: THE ROLE OF SYMBOLS AS A MEDIUM OF
THE COLLECTIVE RELIGIOUS IDENTITY CREATION
Author(s): Sotiria Dimopoulou (University of Münster)
Format: Hybrid
This paper, based on my dissertation about the Cult Group from Lycosura, aims to present the role of the
symbols to the mystery cult of Despoina in Lycosura in the region of Arcadia, Peloponnese. It will be discussed
how the symbols, preserved by the archaeological findings, the philological and epigraphical sources can
affect the collective religious identity of the participants in the Mysteries of Despoina. In order to understand
the secret character of this cult combined with the worship of Artemis, Demeter and Anytos, it will be
examined how far the attributes that accompanied the divines visualized myths and traditions of the past
and affected the religious conscience and thought.
Very important factor of interpreting such ritual practices in secret cults is not only the literary tradition but
also the religious beliefs that have been approached under the members of a close religious community.
Festivals and ritual ceremonies, accompanied by strict clothing or sacrifice regulations compose the need of
the revival of the mythological past as a part of a religious life. How can one interpret the various and diverse
cult objects, such as torches, snakes, or dancing human beings on animal masks? Are we talking about a
specific cult tradition, or a combination of religious myths based on experiences of the past?

7

MYTHS, GENEALOGIES, AND CULTS OF PAN IN FORMING THE ARCADIAN IDENTITY
Author(s): Thomas A. Husøy (Swansea University)
Format: Hybrid
In this paper, I will look at the role of the myths, cults, and genealogies of Pan in the construction of the
Arcadian regional identity. Arcadia makes up the mountainous inland region of the Peloponnese and likely
formed as a regional identity group in the Archaic period, possibly with the basis of three smaller regions;
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Parrhasia, Azania, and eastern Arcadia. Another factor contributing to identity formation is outside pressure,
as it is in contact with others cultural differences and memories become more important. The Archaic period
saw increasing influence for both the Spartans and Eleans, which may have contributed to the unification of
the three regions into the Arcadians. Therefore, the focus will be on how we can perceive the changing
religious identity in light of Arcadia's changing group affiliations and ritual behaviours. It will be argued that
the various Arcadian genealogies, myths, and sacred sites of Pan allow us to understand the local and regional
significance of the great god Pan. The myths and the genealogies of Pan may represent a cultural memory of
the three regions as incorporated into Arcadia.

8

MAENADS IN MINDS: USING COGNITIVE THEORIES TO EXPLORE THE ROLE OF CULTURAL
MEMORY IN THE CREATION OF MAENADIC RITUAL EXPERIENCE
Author(s): Vivienne McGlashan (University of Bristol)
Format: Hybrid
Every two years across ancient Greece, women came together in groups to perform a night-time dance ritual
for Dionysos. Their dance took the form of a representation of the maenads, the devoted female followers
of Dionysos who dance across countless sympotic vessels and are embodied most vividly in the joyous choral
songs of Euripides’ Bakchai. For the women who performed this ritual, these role-models were not simply
figures from myth but a shared cultural concept stretching back into the quasi-mythical early history of
Greece. Diodorus described them as ‘the women who, history tells us, accompanied the god in the old days’;
Pausanias visited the tomb of one such maenad who died in Dionysos’ war against the Argives.
Under Assman’s cultural memory theory, such ritual representation reaffirmed the link between this ancient
age and the present; cultural memory not only informed ritual practice but affected the lived experience of
practitioners, forming a dynamic relationship between participants and role models. But the question of the
extent to which maenadic ritual created a new religious identity for participants has perplexed scholars for
generations, with interpretations ranging from a complete ‘loss of self’ to a dry and bloodless ‘faking it’.
This presentation explores the interaction between role-play and cultural memory using models drawn from
the cognitive studies, including narrative immersion, meta-awareness, and predictive processing. From
narrative immersion theories we will establish that performance creates a self-contained narrative world in
which everyday identities and boundaries become blurred. Neurological studies suggest that role-play splits
cognitive resources, sharing them between two concurrently-held identities. Predictive processing offers a
model of how cultural knowledge directly affects how we interpret data to generate experience. Drawing
together these theories, I will show how a ritual participant’s cultural knowledge informed her ritual
experience, quite literally creating for herself a new religious identity.

17 HERITAGE AT AN ARM'S LENGTH
Organisers: Elisabeth Niklasson (University of Aberdeen) – Herdis Hølleland
Format: Standard paper session
In this session we are interested in bringing together speakers to reflect theoretically on the ‘arm's length
principle’ and its influence on how we govern and manage heritage in the Nordic countries. The arm’s length
principle was first coined by chairman of the British Arts Council John Maynard Keynes after the second world
war. The principle was an end to multiple means: to stabilise funding for the arts, to give experts rather than
politicians or officials final say in what art to support, and to prevent the use of art in political propaganda.
The idiomatic phrase signifies that which is attached yet distant; organisations that are connected to the
government, operating at distance from the centre of politics. At its core lies the ideal of political neutrality
as a guarantor of legitimacy. Whilst the principle has its origins in the arts, it has come to define heritage
governance in many liberal democracies.
Notwithstanding the awareness in our field, that there is really no such thing as apolitical heritage, today’s
burning discussions about the power of representation prompts us to revisit the role of the arm’s length
principle. In the UK, the arm has shrunk recently as heritage organisations have been urged by the
72

government to “Retain and Explain” in cases where heritage is contested. In the Nordic countries, we have
seen attempts to lengthen the arm, with laws forbidding political intervention in museum matters. What is
the meaning of the arm’s length principle in the Nordic countries today? How long is the arm? How long
should it be? We look forward to discussing this based on both case studies and conceptual papers.

1

POLITICAL NEUTRALITY IN THEORY AND PRACTICE – A CASE STUDY FROM SCOTLAND
Author(s): Peter Stewart (University of Aberdeen)
Format: Hybrid
This paper explores various definitions and notions of political neutrality, and how they are articulated in UK
heritage governance. I shall begin by setting out the theoretical definitions of neutrality as debated by
philosophers Alan Montefiore and Leszek Kolakowski, and the internal political spectrum of meanings
that result - is neutrality a moral stance, or an evasion tactic? Picking up on the interchangeability between
the terms neutrality and impartiality, I will develop my argument with reference to bureaucratic neutrality
such as applied in the British civil service, and scientific neutrality as suggested by processual archaeology. I
then explore neutrality in the context of heritage through a case study of the National Trust for
Scotland (NTS). The NTS is a non-governmental conservation charity founded in 1931. It manages 88 heritage
properties, 300 000 artefacts, and 76,000 hectares of land. As an organisation it attempts to be politically
neutral despite the fact that it manages politically charged material in an increasingly polarised political
environment. Various factors complicate the process of maintaining political neutrality, not least the origin
of the Trust and its many sites that link to contested topics such as Scottish independence and Scotland’s
involvement in chattel slavery in the Caribbean.

2

CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICIES AND THE CREATION HERITAGE VALUES IN NORWAY
Author(s): Anna Marlene Karlsson (University of Bergen)
Format: Hybrid
Cultural heritage is being ascribed more and more functions and roles and is to contribute to both direct and
indirect effects on individuals and society in general. On a national policy level one main focus over the last
15 years has been on how investment in cultural heritage can create additional values (economic, social,
cultural, and environmental). This paper will look more closely at this aspect of heritage policies in Norway,
with a particular focus on what is often referred to as the societal values of cultural heritage, as expressed in
national policies and strategies from the Directorate for Cultural Heritage, and how these are promoted by
funding. Examples will be taken from the value creation programme that was run by the Directorate for
Cultural Heritage between 2006 and 2010, and have afterwards remained as a budget post, where private
owners, municipalities or organisations can apply for funding to create or increase the cultural heritage
values of a site or building by investment. What heritage values are prioritised on a national level? And how
do these types of incentives affect what cultural heritage is prioritised to invest in on a regional and local
level?

3

NOT HIP ENOUGH? THE BETRAYAL OF THE ARMS-LENGTH PRINCIPLE AND THE CLOSING OF
THE MUSEUM OF MOVEMENTS IN MALMOE, SWEDEN
Author(s): Lizette Gradén (Lund University)
Format: Hybrid
This paper is part of a larger project investigating how economic realities, coupled with the cultural contexts
in which museums operate, affect how museums organize, manage and develop their operations to make
themselves relevant in society. This project asks the question, "When the budget is tight, whose heritage
counts most?" This paper discusses the opening and closing of the Museum of Movements in Malmoe,
Sweden.
Between 2015 and 2020, the Swedish Ministry of Culture, the Southern Swedish city of Malmoe, and a
mixture of regional actors explored the possibility of establishing a museum whose mission was to highlight
questions of cultural heritage linked to processes of migration and democracy. Following a 2016 nationwide
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study among museums, archives, interest groups, and the general public, the Museum of Movements
opened in Malmoe in 2018. The museum leadership knew that they had to quickly create a buzz around the
museum that would gain the attention of the citizens of Malmoe and the world beyond. Within a few months,
the museum became the locus for a diverse stream of grassroots-based activities initiated by the citizens of
Malmoe. From the perspective of the leadership of the Museum of Movements and the people visiting it,
the institution seemed to be a significant success. Then in September of 2020, the Ministry of Culture
announced a permanent cut of national funding of the museum at the year's end. Museum leadership had
the remaining months to empty the facility and lock the doors.

4

SWEDISH REMEMBRANCE OF THE HOLOCAUST: MUSEUMS, POLITICS, AND MATERIALITY
Author(s): Britta Geschwind (Lund University)
Format: Hybrid
On the Holocaust Remembrance Day 2021, the Swedish Government stated that a Holocaust Museum will
be placed in Stockholm. The collecting has begun, and the first exhibition will open in 2022. A vital question
is why here, right now?
The instigation of a state museum is a rare event which provides an opportunity to investigate heritage in
the making (Smith 2006). The creation of a heritage implies a moral perspective on the past in relation to the
present, which calls for commitment, in that it constitutes an identity-forming reference framework for
society.
The Holocaust is used as catalysts for a wide range of political-ideological, and existential issues. It takes on
shifting meanings in different countries, depending on their involvement in WWII, and their current political
situations. Sweden has been late to process its role. For a long time, the Swedish WWII history was framed
as a story of neutrality, and the Holocaust as detached from Swedish history. After the war Swedish foreign
policy took on the role of a “World conscience” to counter the “bystander” reputation. Migration policies
became generous compared to earlier when Jews and Roma was targeted as unwanted immigrants.
The paper explores in what ways the instigation of the Swedish Holocaust Museum is situated within a
national and political context. In the light of right-wing parties advancing their positions, increasing ziganism
and antisemitism, and the law stressing culture at “an arm’s length” from politics, the meaning-making
processes of instigating a Swedish Holocaust Museum calls for investigation.
A challenge for the new museum is the conflicting definitions of the Holocaust, and how to handle differing
views on who should be included as victims. Apart from Jews, Roma and groups were also systematically
murdered by the Nazi terror regime. In collecting, priorities will have to be made, activating issues of identity
(e.g., national, local, ethnic). Hostility directed towards Jews, Roma and other groups persecuted by the Nazi
regime is evident also in the present. The way the Holocaust is framed will have consequences for survivors
and their relatives.

5

CONDITIONS OF INFLUENCE IN SCANDINAVIAN HERITAGE GOVERNANCE: REFLECTIONS ON A
SURVEY
Author(s): Elisabeth Niklasson (University of Aberdeen) and Herdis Hølleland
Format: Hybrid
In this paper we look at how national heritage governance in Sweden and Norway is politically situated in
relation to the so called ‘arms-length principle’. Anchored in research that addresses wider changes in the
Scandinavian political systems and social climate, we reflect on the integrity of national heritage sectors in
times of political polarization.
Since a couple of decades back, the historic environment has become primarily connected to its use-value,
as an ‘asset’ for market-oriented activities like tourism, and for political goals such as social equality,
integration and wellbeing. But what happens if a new government wishes to redefine the societal relevance
of heritage, by introducing new directives or letters of allocation that goes against taken for granted ideas of
heritage democratization? As a base for discussion, we draw on the results of a transnational survey aimed
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at staff employed at heritage agencies in Norway and Sweden. The survey asked how they perceived the
relationship between their agency and the government, as well as the balance between expert authority and
political decision-making.
To round up, we address the related question of how to go about researching questions of political influence
and political-bureaucratic relationships. Reflecting on the difficulties of making this survey happen in the first
place, we argue that institutions that take pride in transparency and evidence-based policy, ought to be
willing to work together with outside (and not just in-house) researchers. Especially in order to develop long
term knowledge-based approaches that can strengthen institutional preparedness in times of polarisation.

6

ONE HAND ON THE WHEEL? HERITAGE STATISTICS AS MEANS OF GOVERNING
Author(s): Hilde Sofie Frydenberg (Statistics Norway)
Format: Hybrid
Statistics as a tool for governing cultural heritage is no doubt necessary to oversee and regulate state funding,
input versus output. In many instances’ ministries and/or directorates are the ones procuring statistical data.
Who collects data, which definitions are used, and data collection principles and methods, will have an
impact on what is measured and what the data output contains of information. If the offices of government
determine the criteria of what is to be measured, by whom and how, can it not be argued that they are in
fact steering a political development?
In this paper I wish to explore the role of statistics in cultural heritage management through these three
questions:




7

Does heritage statistics differ from other sectoral statistics?
What effect does the increasing use of statistics in the cultural heritage sector have on the arm’s
length principle?
What role can Statistics Norway play? Can the Norwegian Act of statistics and The European
Statistics Code of Practice give some guidance?

LOOKING BEYOND ‘ARM'S LENGTH DISTANCE’
Author(s): Birgitta Johansen (Örebro County Museum)
Format: Hybrid
‘Arm's length distance’ is a basic principle not only in the cultural sphere. Politics should respect professional
knowledge. The management of covid19 is a current example.
In Sweden, there is a museum law since 2017, a directional law. An analysis shows that every fourth museum
has experiences of politicians having tried to influence cultural content. But how often the museums have
given in to politics, or political actors have realized they risk crossing a border, is not clear. In addition, civil
servants sometimes carry on while forgetting that the law also applies to them.
Threats can also come from both the political left and right. The threats from the left have long been ignored
and rather seen as legitimate interests that have created a commitment to culture. Cultural policy is
governed through mandating several horizontal perspectives – sustainable development, gender equality,
diversity, the rights of different groups and the importance of culture in other areas of society. Culture should
increase people's awareness of certain issues and make visible and change norms in society. Such governance
is problematic, regardless of the relevance of the topic. It restricts the freedom of culture. Steering from the
left opens for steering from the right. Seen from this perspective, politicians/officials should refrain from
assignments, criteria and initiatives that seek to achieve certain societal effects, or to steer the topics or
angles on the content.
The question, however, is whether there are worse threats to culture than to the arm’s length principle.
Maybe disinterest and misunderstanding on the part of politics is a bigger problem? A lack of knowledge
among politicians and cultural officials about the actual activities in the heritage sector and their
role/significance in society? That the critique of cultural heritage is underdeveloped and intermittent?
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Is it possible to develop the societal role and significance of cultural heritage without it becoming a political
instrument? Sociologist Hartmut Rosa's use of the term resonance to explore our relationship with the world
inspires. History is part of the vertical axis of existence, connectedness the world as a whole, relating to
something beyond the individual. In the encounter with history, places where it took place, or its
artifacts, resonance arises, an adaptive transformation process starts, the past and future meet in the
present, feelings of commitment, engagement, and gratitude come into play.

19 BELOW THE SURFACE: THEORY IN MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGY
Organisers: Sara Rich (Coastal Carolina University) – Peter Campbell (Cranfield University)
Format: Standard paper session
Maritime archaeologists themselves frequently acknowledge a lack of theory in our own middle-aged
subdiscipline. We tend to seek answers to our research questions by exploring technological solutions
(underwater visualization methods, digital mapping and modeling, etc) over theoretical innovations that
require greater disciplinary introspection. Arguably, this general disengagement from philosophy and critical
theory is one of the reasons that maritime and nautical archaeology have remained in relative isolation,
developing separately from terrestrial archaeology and certainly from other fields in the humanities and
social sciences. However, the issues that humans face in the Anthropocene — from global warming to global
pandemics — call for transdisciplinary cooperation, and for thinking together beyond the confines of the
human-centered scientific tradition. For example, areas of inquiry, such as the “blue humanities” and
“oceanic thinking”, draw directly on our past, and the theoretically engaged maritime archaeologist might
contribute significantly to them. In this panel, we invite papers that scratch deeply below the surface, by
investigating the possibilities of how contemporary critical theory, current philosophical movements, or even
past philosophies that resurface ‘hauntologically’, might act to clarify—or muddy—the archaeological
waters.

1

ARE MARITIME ARCHAEOLOGISTS THEORY ATHEISTS, AGNOSTICS, OR ADJACENT?
Author(s): Matthew Harpster (Koç University)
Format: Hybrid
Central to this session’s theme is the necessity of incorporating theory into maritime archaeological method
and practice – how it may help us engage with transdisciplinary thinking, or how current critical theory may
clarify elements of our subdiscipline. Yet, I argue that maritime archaeology has not lacked theory, we lack
the explicit recognition of the theories we engage. In many ways, maritime archaeologists in North America
and the United Kingdom have incorporated elements of archaeological theory since the middle of the 20 th
century and the beginning of the practice; we are not atheists but adjacent. Components of culture-historical
and culture-processual interpretive approaches, internalist and contextual frameworks from the history of
science and technology, and even post-processual perceptions, can be identified in our literature. To me,
then, a key challenge for maritime archaeology in the coming decade is to change our relationship with
theory, to no longer receive and respond but to create and critique.

2

DISRUPTING TRANSITIONS AND LANDSCAPES: SACRED COWS, HYPEROBJECTS, AND VICTOR
HUGO
Author(s): Peter Campbell (Cranfield University)
Format: Hybrid
Despite a continuous discourse of archaeology under water since the 15th century, maritime archaeology is
regarded as a relatively recent field following the advent of the field concurrent with New Archaeology in
1960. Two theories loom large in the field, often seen as foundational to the subject. The first is the shellfirst and frame-first ship construction and the so-called “transition” from shell-based to frame-based ship
construction in Antiquity. This theory, as argued by luminaries such as Olof Hasslöf, Lionel Casson, and
Richard Steffy, among others, has provided the grand framework for nautical archaeology from the late
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1950s through today. The second is Maritime Cultural Landscapes (MCL), which is perhaps the most
influential theory in maritime archaeology over the last thirty years. Proposed by Christer Westerdahl, he
applied cognitive landscape theory to the sea.
The ‘transition’ and MCL have made significant and lasting contributions to the field. These two theories have
attained the level of ‘sacred cow’, an idiom that refers to a topic that is immune to criticism or questioning.
However, the ‘transition’ is based on theory that is 65 years old and cognitive landscapes theory is over 40
years old. New ideas from contemporary philosophy and design offer challenges to these paradigms. This
paper examines maritime archaeology’s sacred cows in light of new developments in theory and philosophy:
MCL through the lens of Object-Oriented Ontology and the ‘transition’ through disruptive innovation, or nonlinear technological development.

3

THE INVENTION OF THE WRECK: TOWARD A THEORY OF FAILURE
Author(s): Sara Rich (Coastal Carolina University)
Format: Hybrid
Paul Virilio famously stated (twice) that the invention of the ship was the invention of the shipwreck. His
sensible warning to consider the eventual and inevitable failure of our technologies has, of course, not been
heeded, and the result is widespread ecological ruination. Waterways are no exception, as shipwrecks often
contain and comprise toxic and pollutive materials that harm marine organisms. One could argue then, that
the role of the maritime archaeologist in the Anthropocene might be to reframe research questions so that
focus is directed to those interactions between the marine (biota) and the maritime (heritage), and that the
resurrectionist approach that has dominated nautical archaeology be reconsidered altogether. This
normative statement is put to the test with a 4,000-year-old waterlogged dugout canoe that was illegally
excavated from the Cooper River in South Carolina, USA. Upon retrieval, the tribal entities of South Carolina
were brought into consultation with archaeologists and conservators to discuss how to proceed with the
canoe’s remains. The tribal representatives reached a consensus to preserve the canoe’s remains with PEG
and to display it in the state museum. This scenario presents a difficulty in relation to a preliminary theory of
failure, and even extinction, as inevitable and maybe even productive. Therefore, this paper will evaluate the
scenario and attempt to overcome the challenge it represents, to continue working toward a theory of
failure.

4

IN SEARCH OF UNDERWATER CYBORGS AND A WATERPROOF MANIFESTO
Author(s): Delia Ni Chiobhain Enqvist (Linnaeus University)
Format: Hybrid
When asked about my profession, which happens quite often in polite society nowadays, I have two options
(apart from lying, which is not very polite). If I wish for the conversation to end I say I am an archaeologist
and, often, I am left alone. If there is no escape then my answer of being a maritime archaeologist sees my
cool factor increase exponentially. Think, a girl doing that! Cue the widening of eyes and questions about
gold.
My anecdote is not to suggest that I am cool, rather it is to illustrate how identity and image are very
important aspects of maritime archaeology, reaching far beyond casual career conversations. These concepts
are most often discussed in relation to ethics within the field – such as the “dark side” of commercial treasure
hunting (Flatman, 2007: 77) – but not how the fields’ origins still influence the maritime archaeology of today.
Identity includes how we have set ourselves apart from the greater discipline of archaeology, as specialists
working in a hostile environment, dealing with archaeological sites not normally found on land. Image is
related to how we view ourselves and our work, as well as how other professionals and the public perceive
our work and results.
The recent explosion of digital techniques used in maritime archaeology has resulted in many older
methodologies simply turning digital, circumnavigating any critical analysis of the methodologies themselves,
what precisely we are communicating and thus not realising the full potential of maritime archaeology for
knowledge production. This has multiple consequences, but it is the effect on scientific communication of
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maritime archaeology that I wish to focus on in this paper. Archaeology has already passed the digital turn,
yet I argue that a critical analysis of maritime archaeology and its longtime love affair with technology is
required.

5

SHIPS, CONSTRUCTION, AND THE CREATION OF IDENTITIES
Author(s): Chris Begley (Transylvania University)
Format: Hybrid
Shipwreck archaeology offers a unique, temporally constrained snapshot of the past. This allows us the
opportunity to explore changes with tighter temporal control than a typical terrestrial archaeological site, in
which the typical deposition patterns make it difficult to isolate these fleeting moments of change.
Here, I detail a recent maritime archaeological project in which I explore the ways in which people create
and recreate identities in times of rapid and significant cultural change. Using a recent project in El Salvador,
I explore the ways in which shipwreck archaeology provides insights into the ways in which people define the
meaning of things at a point where the dominant ideology is changing. I approach these broad questions
through a maritime archaeological investigation of material culture dating to the beginnings of the Republic
of El Salvador, when national, class, and other forms of identity were being renegotiated. These questions,
not only relevant to an understanding of national history, remain salient in contemporary El Salvador.
My approach focuses on consumption and the social use of material culture, reflect a growing body of
scholarship that has been lauded as a fundamental transformation in anthropology. Following recent
scholarship in materiality and consumption, including Appadurai (1986), Dietler (2005, 2010), Miller (1987,
1995), and Mullins (2011), I focus on identity formation as reflected in the ways in which people use and
define things. I explore the ways identity and consumption is shaped by larger structural and systemic
realities, and how that is reflected in and shaped by material culture. Maritime archaeology allows novel
insight into these questions during exploration of a unique and special archaeological site representing cargo
being imported into a context where Salvadorans are redefining themselves in a postcolonial reality.

6

NEITHER ABOVE NOR BELOW: SHIPS, HERITAGE, AND THE OBJECT
Author(s): Susana Arena Vallejos (Memorial University)
Format: Hybrid
Ships can entangle numerous people(s) and things at multiple times and in multiple places simultaneously.
Yet, this complexity is seldom reflected in the interpretations we are confronted with inside and around
maritime archaeological museums. Despite a human-centric bias in archaeology, many people's connections
to the artifacts are absent from these spaces and the narratives produced in them. Who qualifies as human
and who does not is rarely made explicit or openly discussed. This paper considers the conceptual borders
and hierarchies more traditional approaches place around these heritage artifacts and how they can obscure
the presence of not only nonhumans but also the subhuman others objectified and denied their experiences
and ability to define those experiences for themselves. As calls for equity grow among immigrants and
historically marginalized groups, a focused engagement with humans and things beyond set limits is made
all the more urgent. In this paper, the author discusses the tracing of presences and experiences excluded
from archaeological and museological territories by increasing their priority.

7

TALL TREES, HIGH SEAS: REUSED SHIP AS ASSEMBLAGES OF AMPHIBIOUS COLONIALISM ON
THE VIRGINIA WATERFRONT
Author(s): Chelsea Cohen (University of Pennsylvania)
Format: Hybrid
The creation of place in the space between land and water has long been represented in the maritime
archaeological lexicon as the maritime cultural landscape. Developed within the subdiscipline, the landscape
it suggests was integral moving maritime archaeologies beyond site-based particularism and naval
architecture typologies. As broader archaeological thought expanded past people on the land and toward
recognizing complex webs of engagement and interaction, maritime archaeology’s use of its specialized
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cultural landscape has remained largely static, emphasizing shorelines as a bridge to oceanic access. In
examining the waves of European colonialism that began in the 16th century, the maritime cultural landscape
falls dangerously short of engaging with the durable consequences of overseas expansion. This colonialism
was inherently amphibious, with waterways serving both as points of access to terrestrial resources in
occupied lands and as agents capable of structuring human lives and interactions. Drawing from assemblage
theory and amphibious anthropology, this paper endeavors to reconsider the sea-shore binary that the
maritime cultural landscape complicated but never obfuscated. Focusing on the waterfront excavations of
an 18th-century port in the British colony of Virginia, I examine the production of place between land and
water as a co-creation between the human and the material. Multiple instances of ship hull reuse in the
wharves of this port necessitate consideration of how ships and sailing were a small part of amphibious
colonialisms that necessitated adaptive familiarity with plural physical media. Viewing these ships as poststructuralist assemblages of living trees, maritime timbers, and urban infrastructural palimpsest set in three
different mediums, I consider the plural roles these hull components played as part of a colonial program
that was built on but did not end at waters’ edge.

20 A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN? ART, ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE
Organisers: Marja Ahola (University of Helsinki) – Tiina Äikäs (University of Oulu) – Anna-Kaisa Salmi
(University of Oulu)
Format: Standard paper session
Multiple collaborations and interchanges have been conducted between archaeologists and artists during
the past 20 years or so. Archaeology has, for example, inspired street art, performances, and literature to
mention but a few. Aside from art itself, these projects have created a new venue in which archaeological
topics and interpretations can be expressed to a wider audience that might not be interested in traditional
museum exhibitions. However, as has been pointed out, the traffic has mainly been moving in one direction:
from artist to archaeology. Indeed, even when archaeologists have invited the artists, archaeology has
worked as an inspiration to art while artistic practices as methods to understand the past have not been as
commonly explored. However, art could provide archaeologists with e.g., tactile, sensual and non-discursive
knowledge of the world, not easily obtained by standard scientific practice. Art can also be employed to
engage the public with cultural heritage and the past.
In this session, we want to further explore the field of artistic-archaeological collaboration and see how
archaeologists and artists themselves see these collaborative projects. Does this collaboration work only for
the benefit of art, or does it also give new insights into archaeological research? Can art bring new
perspectives to heritage discourses? How have archaeologists collaborated with artists, and what kinds of
projects or knowledge production has this collaboration resulted in? Conversely, how does archaeology
“inspire art” and what is it like for the artists to collaborate with archaeologists? To get a fuller picture, we
invite both archaeologists working with artists as well as the artists themselves to give an oral presentation
and/or present the art itself within the session. We welcome a broad spectrum of papers dealing with e.g.
the concept of art/archaeology, artistic research and archaeology, artistic practice and experimental
archaeology, as well as any theoretical considerations of the topic.

1

PATH TO THE PAST: ARTISTIC PRACTICES AS MEANS TO RESEARCH AND EXPLORE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL HYPOTHESIS
Author(s): Katri Lassila
Format: Hybrid
During the year 2021, I took part in the project Antler Stories, funded by Kone Foundation and led by
archaeologist Marja Ahola. Its members were, in addition myself and Dr. Ahola, sound designer Viljami
Lehtonen, linguist Sampsa Holopainen and shadow play artist Elviira Davidow. This presentation will present
the project focusing on the art produced in it and discuss how the approach involving artistic research was
able to yield new ideas in the field of archaeology.
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My task in the project was to design and produce photography and video art based on an antler artefact, c.
8000 years old, found from Lepaanvirta River in the 1950's. Elviira Davidow used the artefact in her shadow
art performance. Lehtonen and Holopainen provided soundscape by creating ambience sound and
utterances in hypothetical but linguistically sound paleolanguage. I documented the process, as well as
Davidow's performance. Final artistic outcome will be an installation, which will combine all of the
aforementioned elements in a museum setting.
In the presentation, I will describe the production of the artworks and their path from the initial ideas to
the finished works. I show examples of my own art produced within the project, including digital
photography, video and analogue photography. I will exhibit some of the works in the conference premises,
if the space allows. I will tell about the findings achieved through artistic practice, revealing new animal
forms from the object, previously uncharted. Special attention will be given to my own artistic and scholarly
interests, involving images of landscape of which I am writing my dissertation for Aalto University. Finally, I
will tell about the future of the project and present some of its research outcomes, including research
articles and exhibition plans.

2

SHADOWS OF PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
Author(s): Elviira Davidow
Format: Hybrid
In this performance, I will explore the important milestones in a woman's life – birth and childhood, youth
and initiation rites, mating and motherhood, aging and death – by using a 3D replica of a Stone Age antler
artefact as a storytelling device. The story will take place as a shadow theatre performance, in which the
antler item not only produces shadows for the story, but also inspires the story with the shadows its casts.
In this sense, the performance is a mix of a predetermined storyline, in which the antler artefact travels with
the woman during the course of her life, and improvisation theater relying on the agency of the artefact
itself. The performance was created within an art/archaeology project entitled ‘Antler Stories – Combining
3D-Technologies, Artistic Research and Archaeology to Bring Mesolithic Storytelling Practices Back to Life’,
funded by the Kone Foundation, Finland. The performance can be held either live in Oslo, or presented
digitally as a video recording.

3

THE PLACE OF AESTHETICS IN ART/ARCHAEOLOGY
Author(s): Marko Mikael Marila
Format: Hybrid
One of the generally accepted objectives of art/archaeological practice is to challenge canonised narratives
and uses of the past. This imbues art/archaeological work with political responsibility, but risks rendering the
aesthetic register subordinate to the anticipated socio-political effects of art/archaeological projects. In this
talk, I will reflect on the nature and relevance of aesthetics in the ethico-onto-epistemology of
art/archaeology and, in drawing from my own art/archaeological work, I will propose that a very particular
conception of aesthetics as a mode of connection and causation remains at the heart of art/archaeology’s
political disruptiveness.

4

FINDING NOTHING? REVALUING DISCOVERY AND DISAPPOINTMENT IN PRACTICE-BASED
RESEARCH THROUGH ART/ARCHAEOLOGY COLLABORATION
Author(s): UK Frederick & Sue O’Connor
Format: Hybrid
Amongst art practitioners, uncertainty, speculation and failure are commonly acknowledged as inevitable
aspects of the creative process; there are numerous ways in which mistakes, wrong turns and faults have
been accommodated productively within the work of art and its discourse. Despite a growing awareness of
archaeology’s ‘messiness’, unpredictability and the possibilities of unruliness, archaeologists appear less
adept or willing to integrate and narrativize what may be perceived as shortcomings and disappointments.
This paper discusses a specific art-archaeology collaboration that emerged out of an archaeological field
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survey undertaken in the northeast Kimberley region of Western Australia. It reflects on what was found and
what wasn’t and considers the different capacities of art and archaeology to embrace and adapt to the
unpredictable outcomes of practice-based research. We discuss how the creative approach developed
generatively and collaboratively in the immersive environment of the field and how different survey
experiences ultimately came to be mediated and materialised as an installation of glasswork. By drawing
inspiration from images, insights and more-than-human encounters shared in the field, the artwork is
intended to provoke reflection on art and archaeology as embodied and experiential modes of discovery.
With a particular emphasis on ideas around expectation, knowledge and value-creation we ask if (and how)
the pursuit of archaeology, including its attendant frustrations, may be reimagined and re-evaluated through
artwork.

5

DIGITAL HERITAGE, CONTEMPORARY ART AND EPISTEMIC JUSTICE: THE CASES OF “DIGITAL
COLONIALISM” AND “THE OTHER NEFERTITI”
Author(s): Monika Stobiecka
Format: Hybrid
The notion of epistemic justice guides many of the arguments for decolonization in heritage studies and
related disciplines and practices. Museums and academies are eagerly promoting and discussing dissonant
and negative heritage of colonization and its various and multiple aftermaths. One of the means used to
popularize the notion of decolonization is digital technology (both digital exhibitions, online and virtual
displays, as well as social media, like for instance dedicated Instagram profiles). However, when combined
with the latest technologies, heritage practice might be susceptible to neocolonial forms of subjugation
which was vividly exemplified by the creation and promotion of the copy of the Syrian Arch of Triumph in
2016.
In the proposed paper, I would like to claim that even though technology might be seen as yet another tool
of oppression (Mignolo 2007, Stingl 2016), it may also serve as a vehicle for decolonization. An ethical
dimension, empathy, political engagement, and sensibility can be found in projects at the intersection of art
and digital archaeology. I will apply the art/archaeology theory (Bailey 2018) to analyze and interpret two
artistic projects (Moreshin Allahyari’s “Digital Colonialism”, 2016-2019; Nora Al-Badri and Jan Nikolai Nelles’
“The Other Nefertiti”, 2015) to prove how art can support digital archaeology in promoting and engaging in
epistemic justice.

6

LABYRINTHS AND (SAUNA-)KNOTS: AN EXCURSION INTO ART, PSEUDO-ARCHAEOLOGY AND
THE EXTRAORDINARY UNDERGROUND
Author(s): Oula Seitsonen and Vesa-Pekka Herva
Format: Hybrid
While doing fieldwork in 2020 in Kilpisjärvi, NW corner of Finland, we encountered an enigmatic rock carving
with a spiral dominating the scene. This turned out to be a piece by American-Japanese artist Ken Hiratsuka
from the 1990s. In 2021, while visiting a pseudo-archaeological site known as the Temple of Lemminkäinen
- Lemminkäinen is one of the Kalevala’s protagonists - near Helsinki, we were excited to spot another piece
of Hiratsuka’s art there. This ‘temple’, a natural cave-like formation, is perhaps the most famous pseudoarchaeological site in Finland, as ‘excavations’ at the site were conducted in the 1980-1990s with the Finnish
mystic-eccentric Ior Bock. The ‘temple’ is associated with the fanciful alternative-historical ‘Bock family saga’
and allegedly contains the greatest treasure of all times. The digging at the site is due to be continued in
2022. This paper discusses Hiratsuka’s art in relation to real and imagined pasts in Finland, with a particular
focus on the Temple of Lemminkäinen. According to the excavators, Hiratsuka’s carving is a (mental) map to
the treasure hidden below it inside the cave. We examine how Hiratsuka’s work is related to the very practice
of digging at this site, and how his artwork mediates between real and imagined pasts and the this-worldly
and the otherworldly in the context of the ‘temple’. These reflections are further related to broader age-old
ideas about the subterranean, extractive practices and hidden treasures.
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7

ARTISTIC PRACTICES IN MIRE LANDSCAPES: NEW INSIGHTS INTO PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
NATURE
Author(s): Pauliina Latvala-Harvilahti
Format: Hybrid
The mires form a cultural resource for people as well as an environment of flora and fauna. Mires represent
not only extended periods of past culture, but also future and present-day values. There is a growing number
of artists in Finland inspired by the mires. The mires are changing culturally and used by individuals and
communities to highlight new aspects in the eco-crisis.
Landscape-oriented heritage studies on mire art deepens our understanding of the agency of artists,
especially their willingness to stand for nature and encourage people to safeguard mires. Landscape is seen
as both mental and physical, subjective as well as objective, including temporally parallel (tangible and
intangible) heritages. As part of cultural values, the personal (re-)attachment to mires is rooted in the
recognizable intangible cultural heritage of communities and individuals, for example, through
representations, expressions, cultural spaces as well as knowledge and practices concerning nature.
My research material consists of open theme interviews conducted in 2020-2021 as part of the Mire Trend
research project. For example, an opera singer, lament performer and photographers shared their
experiences and understanding of mires. I focus on the expressions of mire landscapes by answering the
following questions: In what way was the landscape considered controversial? How was mire landscape used
as site-specific stage for artwork? What is the role of non-human agencies and mythical nature of mire in
artworks?

8

THIS ROOM. RIGHT HERE. RIGHT NOW.
Author(s): Jeff Benjamin
Format: Hybrid
In this paper, I seek to understand this room, right here, right now; nothing more, nothing less. This is a
meditation on speech and language, and how -- as philosopher John Zerzan has noted -- language (and
theory) tends to pull us away from place, leads us away from presence. In this instance, the "elephant in the
room" is the room itself. This paper is an attempt to stay embedded in the present place and moment by
simply addressing the room that we are in. Of course, we cannot exclude externals; obviously during this
presentation we will discuss other things, but we will try to stay focused on the room itself: its materials, its
quality of light, the surface treatment of the walls (Are they painted? Are they paneled? Who painted them?
Who paneled them?) Towards this purpose, and once a room for this session is decided upon, I will research
this room and how it came into being; its origins, all of the various historical forces and events that came
together to create this room, as well as its trajectory. This paper will also explore the particulars of this room
as experienced on the day of the session, to approach this room as an exercise in a-priori knowledge. Towards
this purpose, listeners will be encouraged to form a gathering where we individually and collectively explore,
examine, meditate upon and dream about this room, right here, right now.

9

SITE-SPECIFIC ART AS A CREATOR AND INTERPRETER OF INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE STORIES
Author(s): Suvi Nurmi, Eerika Koskinen-Koivisto and Tiina Äikäs
Format: Hybrid
The connection between memories and places has been the focus of interest for researchers in e.g.
ethnographic research, human geography, and archaeology. What do we remember about a specific place
and how our memories are tied to places? What kind of feelings arise from our memories? How does place
both shape our memories and is shaped by them? Site-specific art has visualized the layers of place-bound
memories in a special way. In an on-going Smokestack Memories project, we collect memories, stories, and
photos related to factory smokestacks. Smokestack memories are both shared via an online map and reached
using interviews. In the project, artist Suvi Nurmi uses these collected memories as material for her sitespecific works of text-based art. Here we scrutinize the ways art can be used in order to highlight the multiple
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meanings given to industrial heritage sites and how combining artistic and humanistic interpretations can
help to gain new knowledge about how people experience places. Our starting hypothesis on the influence
of art is three-fold: art can both reflect the meanings given to heritage as well as create new meanings and
memories. At the same time, art affects the views of researchers on what constitutes heritage. Art can add
new voices to the heritage discourse and bring about new audiences to heritage sites. It offers a way to
experience both heritage and places in a multisensory way where past and present are intertwined.

10

LINES OF RUPTURE, LINES OF FLIGHT (PEGWELL BAY 2022)
Author(s): Lara Band
Format: Hybrid
In Art and Archaeology: Uncomfortable Archival Landscapes Wall and Hale (2021) call for the archive to be
dismantled, reassociated and reimagined in order to to disrupt authorised discourse, allow new critical
readings, thereby creating para-archives that continuously cross between public/private, fact/fiction and
discovered/made. These ideas, plus recognition of memory as a constituent part of landscape, frame my film
based installation Lines of Rupture, Lines of Flight.
Pegwell Bay Hoverport in Kent, UK, opened in 1969 but closed 13 years later, unable to compete with larger,
cheaper cross-channel ferries. Built on shale waste from nearby Chislet Colliery, it housed police during the
1984 miners’ strike. Neighbouring the popular seaside resorts of Ramsgate, Broadstairs and Margate it
whisked people away for newly affordable continental holidays. It’s contaminated land with abundant
nature, a popular place to go for a walk or other social activities. Having employed both film and sound in
previous work as an archaeologist I turned to time based media to negotiate the multitemporal,
multigeographic and multiscalar, to apparate the ghosts that accumulate and persist across the Bay. Lines of
Rupture, Lines of Flight is film as method, archaeologist as artist as archaeologist; a call for more a/effective,
more disruptive, less linear archaeologies of place.

11

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ART IN SON - AN OLD PORT OF TRADE BY THE OSLOFJORD
Author(s): Marianne Johansson
Format: Hybrid
The archaeologists in Viken County Council have collaborated with several artists to promote cultural
heritage. Sometimes the goal has been to make replicas of artefacts, but the artefacts have also served as an
inspiration for the artists. Viken County Council also has an in-house product designer who works with the
archaeologists to make exhibitions, information-signs, short info movies and so forth. Her skills as a product
designer allow us to present cultural history in exciting and new ways.
In this presentation, I will give some examples from the collaborations the archaeologists have had with
different artists, including our in-house product designer. I will mainly focus on the work we have done
promoting the small town of Son. The town of Son, in eastern Norway, is today mainly known as an idyllic
small town and yachting harbour, with cafés, galleries and gift shops. However, this town was one of the
region’s main export ports for timber products, especially in the 16th and 17th centuries. From the 15th to the
late 18th century this trade was dominated by Dutch ships that came to fetch Norwegian timber, while also
bringing trade goods from many other countries to Norway. Another site, the site of Labo just northeast of
Son, is seen as the town’s forerunner. The site goes back to the Viking Age and was active until the mid-18th
century. The site was likely a place of trade at least from the 13th century onwards.

12

ENLARGED 3D-MODELS OF STONE AGE FINDINGS AND A MONUMENTAL MURAL PICTURING A
CORDED WARE POT – THE STONE AGE MADE VISIBLE THROUGH ART IN THE CITY OF VANTAA
IN FINLAND
Author(s): Andreas Koivisto
Format: Hybrid
In the city of Vantaa in Finland, Stone Age history is made visible through art. A big mural of a Corded Ware
pot on the far end wall of a high story house, a Stone Age park, a restored red ochre grave and Stone Age83

themed pictures on apartment buildings are some examples of making the history of the city known. In
addition, a stone age inspired work of art by artist Tommi Toija picturing enlarged 3D-models of actual stone
age findings in the public space in one of the city centers is currently in the making.
The Stone Age is mostly hidden underneath our feet and visible structures from the time period are very
rare. While there are no monuments showing ancient history, the Stone Age needs other ways of getting
visibility. This is where art steps in. Bringing forth history through art is important on many levels. It makes
people aware of history, it helps them grow roots to their surroundings and it makes history fun, lively and
accessible.
Vantaa is a young city. It has turned from a rural countryside to an urban city only in the last 50 years. The
population of the city has grown very fast and a lot of the people in Vantaa don’t know the history of their
new hometown. In many parts of the city, history is seen as an important identity maker. Art is a good way
of making buried history visible again and the inhabitants proud of their local heritage.
project and present some of its research outcomes, including research articles and exhibition plans.

13

PERFORMANCE PROPOSALS ON CULTURAL HERITAGE
Author(s): Suvi Tuominen
Format: Hybrid
My presentation will be a constellation of video, sound, movement and objects. The genre of the
presentation will be a performance lecture. In the presentation I will discuss a collaboration I did with the
Finnish National Museum called Performance Proposals on Cultural Heritage. During the collaboration I was
creating different relations to the museum which informed me to do episodic performance acts inside and
outside the museum building. In the performance, dance movements, discussions, museum walls, digital
screens, archaeological artefacts and art objects twisted together current questions of performance and
cultural heritage studies. My presentation will bring forth important notions on the relationship between art,
archaeology & cultural heritage.

21 ARCHAEOLOGY TODAY (IN COLOUR)
Organisers: Cornelius Holtorf (Linnaeus University) – Emily Hanscam (Linnaeus University)
Format: Workshop
During 45-60 min, participants in the workshop will enjoy their coffee while busying themselves in small
groups around several tables using crayons to draw in a colouring book (Archaeology Today, C. Holtorf and
D. Lindskog 2021, see https://issuu.com/lnu12/docs/arch_today-eng-print). The book addresses and
illustrates a view of archaeology as a subject informed by several key ideas including






what contemporary archaeology can tell us about the present,
destructing and rebuilding historical buildings as ordinary practices,
the possibility and usefulness of time travel,
the potential of applying archaeology to contemporary challenges,
the significance of a future-related archaeology.

The aim of the workshop is to inspire discussion around the table and in the room on archaeological thinking
on the key issues listed and on the forms in which such thinking may be expressed and practiced in various
archaeological formats. We will also find out what happens when adults adopt what is (supposedly) a
children’s’ activity: will it bring out the child in each of us or will participants long for more adult genres?
What does that entail in the context of academic discourse, fieldwork reports, and for the future of
theoretical archaeology? We will ask us together what’s the use of theory when you can go and paint in a
book (and vice versa).
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22 WHAT’S THE USE OF THEORY IN FUTURE
ARCHAEOLOGY/ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE FUTURE?
Organisers: Marko Marila (University of Turku) – Liisa Kunnas-Pusa (University of Helsinki) – Panu
Savolainen (Aalto University)
Format: Standard paper session
In recent years, archaeology has become prophetic, meaning that the discipline is no longer only aimed at
understanding the past – distant or recent – but also oriented towards anticipating the future. For
archaeological theory, understood here in the widest sense of the term, this has meant, for instance, the
preference of speculative to explanatory theories. As a connected phenomenon, many of us have witnessed
firsthand the hasty abandonment of old theories, especially those deemed anthropo- or logocentric. We
argue that this logic of dismissal is at odds with the attitude of slowness often highlighted in prophetic theory.
We welcome short provocative speculations – discursive and performative, however unfounded – on
possible uses of theory in future archaeology/archaeology of the future. In addition to wild speculations, we
would like to see attempts at recycling and reclaiming old theories. We therefore welcome contributions
that are not only speculative but also deeply rooted in the history of archaeological theory. For instance,
what might be the use of evolution theory or the hypothetico-deductive method in future archaeology?
Counterfactual fabulations on unrealised histories of archaeological theory, as well as speculative futureoriented case studies making use of old and new theories, will be particularly appreciated.

1

DO WE NEED AN ATOMIC ARCHAEOLOGY?
Author(s): Joel Santos (NOVA University of Lisbon) and Tânia Casimiro (HTC-IAP – NOVA University of
Lisbon)
Format: Hybrid
One of the key aims of archaeology nowadays is interpreting relations performed by different agents,
whether human or non-human. Presently these interpretations draw on theoretical frameworks provided by
philosophy or social sciences. But what will happen in the future? What kind of theories will be used and will
archaeology gain from enlarging its theoretical interdisciplinarity even in areas which are completely out of
archaeological work? This paper’s objective is to make a provocation on how completely different theoretical
approaches using concepts and principles developed by quantum mechanics, and the atom itself, can be
used in the interpretation of relations in archaeology, creating the means to evaluate how different sites and
contexts generate different types of relations. Seldom archaeology uses theoretical frameworks outside
social sciences, thus we aim to stimulate new paths of inspiration for archaeological future theory, going
beyond the usual social sciences approaches. To fulfil this purpose, we use two distinct archaeological
examples: a local 20th century market in Lisbon and the global spread of Portuguese ceramics in the 17th
century.

2

ARCHAEOLOGIA MAGISTRA VITAE
Author(s): Panu Savolainen (Aalto University)
Format: Hybrid
The famous idea of history as Magistra Vitae by Cicero engages the relevance of history as an instructor for
the present day and the future. Similarly, archaeology may inspire our societies in order to construct a
resilient and sustainable future. My paper tackles the questions related to the research of still load-bearing
medieval timberwork simultaneously as building archaeology and means of understanding long-lasting and
sustainable construction. In Scandinavia and Finland, there are over one thousand medieval roof
constructions dating back even to the 12th century. These structures, and understanding their material
properties and maintenance, are exceptional material for medieval archaeology, but also for present-day
constructional innovations. The paper identifies the possibilities and problems of using archaeological
material as a source of innovation for today’s and tomorrow’s architecture.
85

3

ARCHAEOLOGY AS ARCHAEOPHILIA
Author(s): Jeff Benjamin (Columbia University)
Format: Hybrid
Over time, one could surmise that the ever-expanding imperative of critique (and theory) has the capacity
to supplant and displace the originary impulse of research and study, which is love. This paper seeks to offer
evidence that archaeology, the study of the old, is -- quite necessarily -- the love of the old. As a case study
for this, we will examine a rapidly disappearing cognitive artifact and assemblage: the book and the (personal)
library. A common feature of many dystopian visions of the future (such as the one in which we are currently
living) is the library. The messy, dusty "old" library -- replete with arcane and obsolete remnants of past
research -- becomes a haven, a source of strength and a reprieve from the incessant and unforgiving push
towards automation. The used bookstore featuring potted plants, roaming and purring cats and stacks of
newspapers shines like a beacon of hope and serves as an antidote to the sterility and totality of the digital
transformation. Archaeology is -- after all -- a rather bookish discipline. In this paper I will offer an historical
exploration into the many ways that archaeology has engaged with the book, and how -- as humanity enters
a new chapter -- the book serves as a guide and a metaphorical partner.

4

WRITING A MANIFESTO FOR THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS OF THE FUTURE: THE RISE OF ANTI-TREE
NATIONALIST ARCHAEOLOGY IN “DEPDEOLAND”
Author(s): Leila Papoli-Yazdi (Linnaeus University)
Format: Hybrid
Depdeoland ’s independence will be announced in 2381 A.NO, and it will be registered in BA-UN in the same
year. The nation will be formed by groups of immigrants from different countries that have disappeared due
to the sea level rising. It is of note that some of these people believe that trees are toxic.
The ”Anti-tree” community will be identified with the heroic acts of their ”Anti-tree” parents. So, they will
achieve more success, and one day, they will find out that, to justify their own superiority, they need an
institution whose existence has been recorded in some random archives from the late 1990s AD: MUSEUMS.
The archaeologists will start to excavate the sites where there is any evidence of “Anti-tree” race(!). Now,
society is completely divided into different classes, well-off anti-tree status, the middle class who are working
at anti-tree-based institutions but at the same time believe that the world needs more trees, and the lowest
class who are marginalized and labeled “fans of trees”.
In a conference in June 2496 A.NO, a group of archaeologists decide to discuss how the rise of the Anti-tree
party reinforces Anti-tree nationalist archaeologists’ dominance on museums and universities. These
archaeologists need our recommendations.
The current presentation is about the future of Nationalist-biased archaeology. We will allow our imagination
to depict a world where today’s criteria of being “privileged” does not work anymore. But there are still other
productions of archaeology which help the political systems to strengthen their dominance. The participants
and the author will discuss together the possibilities of transforming the difficult situation in Depdeoland.
Finally, we will collect our tips and advice in a manifesto for the anti-Nationalist archaeologists of
Depdeoland.
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